Like us on Facebook!
Visit us online at
montrosemirror.com!
Please Support our Advertisers!

Wwww.montrosecounty.net

www.voahealthservices.org

Www.scottsprinting.com

www.montrosecolorado.com

www.alpinebank.com

www.montrosehospital.com

www.cityofmontrose.org

Free news for fresh people!

[ Issue No. 408 Dec. 212020

RIDGWAY LOVE STORY COMES TO A CLOSE:
AN ERA ENDS WITH PASSING OF PETER DECKER

By Caitlin Switzer

RIDGWAY-From the viewpoint of 2020, 1970 can
seem like a world far, far away. To some however,
1970 was just yesterday.

1970 was the year that a young public television
producer from Boston met and fell in love with a
rising academic star in New York City. 1972 was the
year that a small notice appeared in the Sept. 17
New York Times, entitled “Peter Decker Weds Dee-
dee Morss.” A college roommate of Deedee’s
brought the couple together. “She wanted me to
find the right man,” Deedee Decker told the Mirror
on Friday. “She introduced me to Peter.”

Though their lives were flourishing on the East
Deedee and Peter Decker, together. Peter passed away Coast, by 1974, the Deckers had decided to go
Dec. 12 at age 85, after a lifetime spent on the couple’s West. “We both loved ranches,” Deedee said. “We

Ridgway area ranch. Courtesy photo. had spent time on them growing
Continued pg 45

MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH APPROVES
AGREEMENT WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS, HOSPITAL

By Caitlin Switzer

During the regularly scheduled Montrose
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)
meeting of Wednesday, Dec. 16, the BOCC
left regular session to reconvene as the
Montrose County Board of Health.

Public Health Director Jim Austin present-
ed an agreement with Montrose County
School District RE-1J, formalizing the par-

ticipation of the School District in assisting The Montrose County Board of Health discussed agree-

Montros'e County Public Health with con- ments with both Montrose Memorial Hospital and with RE-
tact tracing of COVID-19 for students and 1J schools at the meeting of Dec. 16.

staff of the district.

“We will provide training for those volun-

teers,” Austin said, “This is a very generous offer.”

BOCC Chair Keith Caddy said, “I think this is a great idea. | appreciate the school district doing this and
helping us out on this big project.”

Commissioner Sue Hansen asked, “How many additional volunteers are we going to have?”

Continued page 10
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MIRROR
CLASSIFIEDS

SUPPORT PARTNERS
MENTORING...

HOW WOULD
YOU LIKE your
friends, family or
enemies to wake

up to a yard full of
ducks for the day?
We can help!

In lieu of our Ducky race, we will
be happy to Ducky yards or an
office at $1 a Duck.

Please call Partners Youth Mentor-
ing at 970-249-1116 to get some-
one Duckied today!


https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm
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MONTROSE MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS
CEDAR POINT HEALTH- MEDICAL ASSISTANT

CEDAR POINT HEALTH- MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Do you have a passion for caring for patients? Full-time M-F Medical assistant needed, experience is a plus.

Please send your resume to amanda@cedarpointhealth.com



mailto:amanda@cedarpointhealth.com
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS

DEPT OF LABOR &
EMPLOYMENT UPDATE

Special to the Mirror
COLORADO-On Thursday, Dec. 17 the Colorado

Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE)
reported that 19,854 regular initial unemployment
claims were filed the week ending December 12th.
There were also 20,621 Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) claims filed for the same week.
Since mid-March, a total of 682,362 regular initial
unemployment claims have been filed and a grand
total of 916,915 claims, including federal PUA ben-
efits.*

For the week ending December 5th, a combined
total of 255,671 continued claims were filed from
the regular Ul (97,108), PUA (83,656), and Pan-
demic Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(74,907) programs.


http://www.expresspros.com/
http://www.montrosehospital.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

SHOTS FIRED, ONE
PERSON TRANSPORTED

IN MONTROSE COUNTY

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-At approximately 9 a.m. Dec. 19,
the Montrose County Sheriff's Office and
Montrose Fire Protection District EMS were
dispatched to the 16000 block of Shavano
Valley Road for a possible gunshot wound.
Upon arrival, first responders discovered a
female victim with a gunshot wound. She was

immediately transported to Montrose Memo-

rial Hospital. Officials do not believe there is
any threat to the public safety at this time.
The case is currently under investigation by

the Montrose County Sheriff's Office and Colo-

rado Bureau of Investigations, and any addi-
tional details will be released as they become
available.


https://www.homesnap.com/Linda-Charlick/gmb
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

MONTROSE BOCC OBJECTS TO ANY EFFORTS TO SHORT CIRCUIT,
ABANDON PLANNING WINDOW PROVIDED BY PROP 114

Editor

Once again, out-of-state special interests
have funded a ballot initiative (Proposition
114-wolf introduction) to manage wildlife
in @ manner that is neither scientific nor in
the best interest of wildlife or the citizens
of Colorado. As you may recall the spring
bear hunt ballot measure has resulted in
disastrous consequences for the bears, as
well as the wildlife experts that manage
bears, the Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW). Now, we are doing it all over again
with wolves. It creates grave concerns
when we hear wildlife commission mem-
bers advocating to fast-track wolf intro-
duction (releasing wolves in 2021); forego-
ing adequate time to develop a compre-
hensive management plan. Proposition
114 requires CPW to “take steps necessary
to begin reintroduction of gray wolves by
December 31, 2023.” Our county strongly
objects to any efforts to short-circuit or
abandon the planning window provided
by Prop 114 that interferes with public
input, transparency, and that jeopardizes
the safety of our communities and econo-
mies. Montrose County is in support of
the Associated Governments of Northwest
Colorado (AGNC) submission of a Colorado
Open Records Act (CORA) request to de-
termine if, indeed, CPW and the Gover-
nor’s office are working to accelerate the
development of a plan and limit public
and stakeholder input on this important
matter.

Proposition 114, requiring the reintroduc-
tion of gray wolves on designated lands in
Colorado WEST of the continental divide,
passed by a narrow <2% margin in Novem-
ber. Itis not hard for urban voters to sup-
port such a measure when it doesn’t im-
pact them. The measure states the Gen-
eral Assembly, “Shall make such appropri-
ations as are necessary to fund the pro-
grams authorized and obligations, includ-
ing fair compensation for livestock losses
... but cannot be paid from moneys in the
wildlife cash fund...” Because our state
budget is already strained, it is going to
take a considerable amount of time to
identify and allocate funding to pay for the
implementation and ongoing costs of wolf
management. Wolves have been natural-
ly migrating into Colorado for some time,
but now we will spend millions of dollars
on an unnecessary recovery program at
the expense of education, transportation,
health care and any number of State prior-
ities.

Hunting licenses, particularly in the north-
west portion of the state, substantially
support the entire wildlife program for the
State. Each wolf will take approximately
22 ungulates each year just to survive
which could lead to radical reductions in
hunting licenses, ergo radical reductions in
available funds for all wildlife programs.
As elected officials, we are charged with
the health, safety, and welfare of our con-
stituents as well as visitors to our commu-

nities. The language passed by voters in
Proposition 114 indicates a lengthy plan-
ning period to address concerns. The bal-
lot measure calls for statewide hearings to
gather information needed to develop a
plan for reintroduction. Information to be
gathered includes scientific, economic,
and social considerations as stated in the
ballot language. We call on the Governor,
his administration, and CPW to engage in
a robust, transparent, and effective dis-
cussion through public hearings across the
State, to develop a plan that will accom-
plish the directive of Proposition 114. This
planning process should not be rushed.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Colorado’s
wildlife specialists, should thoughtfully,
and inclusively, lead this planning effort as
they led the development of the current
wolf migration plan. We ask our citizens to
join us in demanding an open and robust
process providing the opportunity to ad-
dress the concerns this initiative invokes.
Our residents voted against this measure
and as stakeholders as well as the people
in Colorado most directly impacted by
wolf introductions, we should be very in-
volved in the development of a plan that
will have far reaching and long-lasting
consequences to our citizens, communi-
ties, wildlife, and economies.

Montrose County Board of Commissioners
Keith Caddy, Chair District 1

Roger Rash, Vice Chair District 3

Sue Hansen, District 2




The Montrose Mirror  December 21, 2020

Page 10

COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH APPROVES AGREEMENTS From pg 1

Assistant Public Health Director Allison
Howe said that roughly 20 to 25 volun-
teers will be trained on Jan. 4, 2021, both
virtually and by facility. The volunteers are
made up of District health clerks and front
office staff who regularly call families for
other notifications, Howe said.

The BOCC voted unanimously to approve
the agreement with RE-1J.

Also approved was an agreement with
Montrose Memorial Hospital, Inc. for
COVID-19 specimen collection for out-
break sites.

Austin said, “Since we needed a COVID-19
testing site for outbreaks and the hospital
is able to provide that, it would at a drive-
through facility actually located on hospi-
tal grounds, this is for calendar year
2021.”

The County’s responsibility is to provide
clerical support, he said. Also, beginning
Jan. 2, 2021 the hospital has agreed to
collect specimens for two hours each day,
Monday through Friday. Montrose Memo-
rial Hospital will be compensated with
Colorado Department of Public Health &
Environment (CDPHE) funds, at the rate of
$1,000 per week per the agreement.
Austin and Howe presented a public
health update. Austin reminded the BOCC
and the public of the importance of having
a COVID-19 plan and a primary care pro-

vider in place, as well as best practices to
prevent the spread of the virus. The Coun-
ty’s status on the State Health Depart-
ment dial was presently orange.

Since taking over Vital Records a year ago,
the department has scored 100 percent
on the most recent audit, he said.

Howe discussed HIPAA training, which
went well, and contact tracing efforts.
Capacity for COVID-19 case investigation
and contact tracing has been increased,
with case investigation assistance from
Quality Health Network. Between 30 to
120 new cases positive cases per day can
be processed.

“As long as we’ve got a good contact
number, we’ve been able to reach new
cases within 24 hours,” Howe said, “And
contacts within 48 hours.”

“Right now, we’re managing ten active
outbreak sites, the majority of them are
long-term care,” she said. To assist, two
additional staff are being trained in out-
break management.

Howe also discussed Testing Decentrali-
zation and vaccine distribution. While
summarizing the roles of the partners in-
volved in the decentralization efforts, she
said, “l cannot overstate how wonderful
the school district has been to work with.
They’ve given a lot of time, a lot of effort
to assist us in this work.

“...We’ve worked hard to get them on
with curative labs,” Howe said, “So they’re
doing all their own collection now for all of
their outbreaks...that takes a big burden
off of the hospital, a big burden off my
staff.”

Long term care facilities will continue to
perform their own surveillance and testing
among patients and staff.

Local clinics have also been developing
plans for testing, she said.

BOCC Vice Chair Roger Rash said, “...I
want to thank Allie and Jim and all the
work that they do; it’s really been a big
task.

“I also want to thank Montrose Memorial
Hospital for what they do,” Rash said.
“Especially seeing as how (MMH CEOQ)
James Kiser is leaving, | would like to
thank him for the work that he’s done.
This has been a very trying year, and we
have great partners...I wish James good
will in his ventures forward.

“I' hate to see him go.”

A Public Health Vaccine Task Force has
been formed, and the Vaccine will be ad-
ministered in three phases, according to
the prioritization plan (see graphic).

“What we’ve been slated to receive is 900
doses of the Moderna vaccine, next
week,” Howe said. “...Everything moving
forward with vaccines is going to be just

fast and furious. Our
team is meeting
weekly now, but
we’ll probably move
next week to daily
meetings, because
information changes
so rapidly.

“We’re anticipating
receiving vaccine
every week, but we
don’t know the num-
ber of doses,” Howe
said.

“Thank you so much
for the presentation,
| appreciate it,” Cad-
dy said. The Board of
Health meeting was
closed and the BOCC
was reconvened (see

Montrose County Public Health Courtesy graphic.

related article in this
issue).
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COLORADO
NEWS BRIEFS

STRUCTURE FIRE
REPORTED IN
RIDGWAY DEC.16

Special to the Mirror

RIDGWAY - At 2:45 a.m. on Dec. 16, the
Ridgway Volunteer Fire Department was
dispatched to 540 Clinton Street for a re-
ported structure fire. Fire crews arrived
on scene to find a local thrift store, The
Vault Vintage and Consignment, with
heavy smoke and fire conditions.

The fire was reported to be out at 5:30
a.m. There were no occupants of the
building at the time of fire. Tenants of a
nearby residential building were evacuat-
ed around 3:30 a.m. No injuries were sus-
tained by firefighters. The cause of the
fire is under investigation.

The Ridgway Volunteer Fire Department
was assisted by firefighters from Ouray
Volunteer Fire Department, Montrose Fire
Protection District and Log Hill Volunteer
Fire Department, as well as the Ridgway
Marshal's Office and Ouray County Emer-
gency Medical Services.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

RE-1J WORKS WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT TO INVESTIGATE FINANCIAL FRAUD AND THEFT

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-On Friday, Dec. 11, Montrose
County School District (MCSD) concluded
an internal investigation that resulted in
the termination of MCSD Director of Tech-
nology Robert “Steve” McEwin, who was
subsequently arrested by the Montrose
Police Department (MPD) for Second De-
gree Forgery, use of a forged academic
record, and felony theft. The total amount
McEwin embezzled is still under criminal
investigation but may exceed $400,000
based on forged financial records MCSD
uncovered.

A personnel performance evaluation of
McEwin began in September, which un-
covered suspicious activity, questionable
expenditures, and potential financial im-
propriety. Along with fraudulently altered
expense receipts and use of district credit
cards for personal expenses and travel,
McEwin falsely claimed he had completed
a doctoral program for which he received
additional compensation.

The district immediately referred the
evidence to the MPD. Together, the school
district and law enforcement partnered
for a two-month investigation that led to
McEwin’s termination and criminal appre-
hension. The school district appreciates
the efforts by the Montrose Police Depart-
ment, who have investigated these allega-
tions. As the case progresses, we are com-
mitted to cooperating with law enforce-
ment authorities.

While Montrose County School District
cannot comment on an ongoing investiga-
tion, we feel it is in the public interest to
know that there is no place in our organi-
zation for fraud or illegal conduct and
MCSD will refer anyone responsible for
criminal action to be arrested and prose-
cuted.

Montrose County School District is com-
mitted to leading with integrity, transpar-
ency, and the highest ethical standard,
focusing on the success of our students.
We are currently evaluating every district
organizational system to ensure appropri-

ate oversight is in place. While this inci-
dent represents a challenging situation,

we are dedicated to accountability at eve-
ry level.


http://www.montrosehospital.com/
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MEMBER SHOOTS TRANSFORMER, DMEA OFFICES WILL
BE CLOSED THROUGH JAN. 1 DUE TO COVID-19

The Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) Board of Director meetings continue to be held virtually. For the Dec. 15, 2020
meeting, Chris Hauck was absent and Bill Patterson participated intermittently. All other board members were present. Co-Op
members who wish to receive log-in information prior to meetings can contact Amy Taylor via e-mail at
amy.taylor@dmea.com. Photo by Gail Marvel.

By Gail Marvel

MONTROSE-The Dec. 15 Delta Montrose
Electric Association (DMEA) Board of Di-
rectors meeting, a Zoom webinar, was
called to order at 3 p.m. Members who
wish to receive log-in information prior to
meetings can contact Executive Assistant
Amy Taylor via e-mail at
amy.taylor@dmea.com.

Practicing social distancing, the board
and staff participated on computers from
offices and homes, where facemasks were
not required.

DMEA co-op members are afforded an
opportunity to speak during Member
Comments; however, during the meeting
itself microphones of attendees who are
not on the board or on staff are muted.

During the meetings the board of direc-
tors give verbal summary reports of their
monthly meetings and activities; however,
neither the co-op membership nor the
media have access to the written reports

submitted for board approval.

The call to order was followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance, the opening meeting
prayer, determination of a quorum, and
approval of the consent agenda
(Membership Report, Minutes from the
regular November Board Meeting and
Minutes).

A motion was made to approve the
minutes from the Nov. 17 meeting. How-
ever, board member Jock Fleming inter-
jected that he took exception to the Mir-
ror’s report of that meeting and requested
a correction be written in the Mirror con-
cerning the RFP (Request for Proposal) on
a solar project that he had forwarded to
his daughter. Fleming said, “What's
written in the [DMEA] minutes is what is
correct.” The minutes referenced by Flem-
ing had yet to be approved and therefore
were not available to the public. Once
approved, minutes from DMEA meetings
are posted on the website and available

for public viewing.

Because of a prior commitment, board
President Bill Patterson was unable to
attend the entire meeting and the chair
duties were turned over to Vice President
Kyle Martinez. Due to illness board mem-
ber Chris Hauck was absent; all other
board members were present. The agenda
was approved as amended.

Board Committee Items
Finance — Audit — Rate Committee (FAR) —
Brad Harding, Chair.

Harding said, “We’ve not met since the
last meeting, | have nothing else to share.”
Engineering — Construction — Renewable
Energy Committee — Chris Hauck, Chair.

In the absence of Hauck, Martinez said,
“There has not been a meeting.”

Member Relations — Energy Services
Committee — Kyle Martinez, Chair.

Martinez said, “Member Relations has
not met.”

Executive Committee — Bill Patterson,

Continued next pg
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MEMBER SHOOTS TRANSFORMER, DMEA OFFICES WiLL
BE CLOSED THROUGH JAN. 1 From previous pg

Chair.

Patterson said, “The Executive Com-
mittee has not met.”

Safety and Occupational Health Report -
Virginia Harman, COO.

Harman said, “There was one employee
injury. A lineman twisted his ankle when
he was crossing a ditch. There were a cou-
ple of near misses. Meter cabinets labeling
was wrong, but it came that way from the
factory. It was reported and the problem
fixed. The second was a member shot a
transformer. There were no PCB’s
[polychlorinated biphenyls], so no envi-
ronmental damage. We just changed out
the transformer, it could have leaked oil.
Some training has been completed. The
safety director did the program for next
year.”

Martinez said, “A member shot a trans-
former? Do we have their name?”

Harman said, “We don’t have their name.
If we did, we would bill them according to
the damage to our system.” Martinez not-
ed that it might not be considered a “near
miss” since the shooter actually hit his
target.

Financial Report with Variance Report -
Wade Pynes, CFO.

There were some audio issues as Pynes
gave his report. Pynes said, “There were a
couple of variances in January and Guz-
man is helping to reconcile. We are still
making correction with Tri State. We
should know about the debt forgiveness
[associated with the Paycheck Protection
Program] within the next month. Federat-
ed [Insurance] will no longer cover hydro
property. We've talked to them and they
are extending [the policy] for another
year. We will have to have an engineer
inspection when we go to renew the poli-
cy next time.”

Stacia Cannon questioned the policy pre-
mium increase; however, the amount of
increase was still unknown.

CEO Report - Jasen Bronec, CEO.

Bronec said, “You have the written re-
port. Some highlights — COVID continues
to have the offices [Montrose, Read]
closed until after the first of the year. We

are going to target the first part of the
year to reopen. We are not an outbreak
site, but we have seen some employees
test positive. We continue to test and take
measures like social distancing, cleaning
[sanitizing] and masks. I’'m not sure we will
be in line for vaccines even though we are
considered essential workers.”

Bronec continued, “Charge Point [electric
vehicle charging] ribbon cutting will be
December 17". We are up and operation-
al. Tesla had a little delay because of
covib.”

Jim Heneghan said, “I have an update. By
the end of the week they expect Tesla to
be operational.”

Bronec said, “RTO [Region Transmission
Organization] meetings about the integra-
tion of imbalance markets in the west
[have been attended]. The best projec-
tions were RTQO’s were five years out.
[Now] there is a fairly aggressive target
date of less than five years. We assessed it
is a good thing for an RTO to come into
our area, we're walking through that. In
the operations department we have a plan
in place for PCB’s. We'll move forward to
test transformers that need to be tested,
we’ll identify transformers that need to be
pulled out of service.” Other items cov-
ered in the CEO report included the Idle
Service Policy, CSR (Customer Service Rep-
resentatives) working from home, in-
creased use of My Pay (DMEA’s pre-pay
system), and the Powering Forward Pro-
gram with Guzman.

November 2020 SAIDI (Systems Average
Interruption Duration Index) Report.

Bronec said, “To date the outage minutes
are not of concern. We are tracking where
we’ve been before.”

Legal Report (Non-Privileged Legal Re-
port) - Jeff Hurd, Attorney.

Hurd said, “We’ve had contract and ease-
ment discussions. I'll reserve the bulk of
my report for executive session. Contrac-
tual matters we’ll take up in executive
session.”

Representative Board Reports
WUES Report (Western United Electrical
Association) — Jock Fleming.

Fleming said, “We’ll not have a meeting
until January. | have nothing.”

CREA Report (Colorado Rural Electric As-
sociation) — Damon Lockhart.

Lockhart said, “We’ve had a couple of
meetings.” Lockhart’s verbal report includ-
ed legislative activities, CREA’s approved
budget, rate increases for dues, the indus-
try magazine’s transition to a more digital
format, and wildfire safety.
INFORMATIONAL ITEM: Other Business
Review Unclaimed Capital Credit Fund
Balance

Bronec said, “We want to get this in front
of the board again.”

Pynes said, “We are in the process. It
should be done by year end.”

Bronec said, “What is the dollar
amount?” When Harmon noted that the
dollar amount was at the bottom of the
report Bronec said, “There’s $1.3M.”
Review Third Party Organizations

Bronec said, “This is a review of what
entities we are members of.”

Cannon said, “What are we getting from
Touchstone?”

Harmon said, “The marketing branch and
softer services. There are a variety of their
programs we don’t participate in. There is
a lot of marketing material we don’t use.
It’s worth what we pay in dues. On the
website we use [Touchstone] for DMEA
and Elevate. We priced it out a few years
ago. We might save a couple thousand a
year, but we’d have to convert to another
platform.”

Future Business
Vote on Club 20 Membership

Bronec said, “A number of years ago we
rejoined Club 20. The reason we joined
was to understand and monitor broad-
band; to understand politically and under-
stand what happens at the legislative lev-
el.”

The board acknowledged that member-
ship in Club 20 has been controversial in
the past, but they determined that mem-
bership in the organization was worth
$600 in yearly dues. Cannon will continue
to serve as the DMEA representative at
Club 20. Approved unanimously.

Continued next pg
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Member Comments:
There were no member comments.
Future Meetings

There will be a special meeting on Jan.
14, 2021 at 3 p.m. The next regular
meeting will be held at 3 p.m. on Jan. 26,
2021.

Executive Session:

When the board goes into executive ses-
sion, virtual attendees must exit the Zoom
meeting.

Privileged Legal Report

Review Guzman Agreement

Power Supply Update

Review Privileged Information Request
Other Action Items (from Executive Ses-
sion)

Resolution regarding Guzman Agreement

At the conclusion of the Executive Ses-
sion, Executive Assistant Amy Taylor wrote

in an email, “The Board exited executive
session at 6:42 p.m. The Board did not
deviate from the executive session topics
noted prior to executive session.

Upon motion from Director Patterson,
seconded by Director Fleming, the Board
unanimously approved a resolution au-
thorizing CEO Bronec to enter into an ad-
ditional contract contemplated in the April
2020 wholesale electric service contract
between Guzman and DMEA.

Upon motion from Director Cannon, se-
conded by Director Lockhart, the Board
unanimously approved a resolution that
would authorize an update to DMEA’s
application for the USDA ReConnect grant
and certain associated corporate actions
by DMEA.

“The meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m.”

DMEA Board Members

Dist 1 - Bill Patterson, 970-209-1449,
bpatterson@montrose.net

Dist 2 - Kyle Martinez, 970-615-7124,
kyle@touchofcarepcp.com

Dist 3 - Brad Harding, 970-270-3692, bhar-
ding@firstcoloradobank.com

Dist 4 - Ken Watson, 970-275-2100, ken-
nethrwatson@gmail.com

Dist 5 - Chris Hauck, 970-497-0900,
Ich@haucks.cc

Dist 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071,
damon.lockhart@dmea.com

Dist 7 — Enno Heuscher, 970-270-

6523, enno.heuscher@dmea.com

Dist 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920-
207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com

Dist 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-
275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY CAN ENCOURAGE HOSPITAL STAFF WITH NOEL NOTES

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE— Montrose Memorial Hospital has a new tool for the community to send
notes of encouragement to hospital providers and staff this holiday season.

Called Noel Notes, the community can visit MontroseHospital.com/NoelNotes and
quickly submit a note that will be shared with hospital staff.

The note can be addressed to the entire hospital, a department, or a particular em-

ployee.

All notes will be viewable by staff for their encouragement. Employees right now are
facing various challenges related to the impacts of COVID-19 — sometimes facing it in
their daily work.

Individuals who send a Noel Note can share a special image on their social channels to
show they have participated and can encourage their friends to do so.

For more information, visit MontroseHospital.com.
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BOCC HEARS SHERIFF LILLARD’S ANNUAL PSST UPDATE

A snapshot of the Dec. 16 BOCC Zoom meeting.

By Caitlin Switzer

MONTROSE-Montrose Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) Chair Keith Caddy
welcomed all to the Dec. 16 virtual, regu-
lar meeting, and County Public Health Di-
rector Jim Austin led all in saying the
Pledge of Allegiance, via Zoom.

All commissioners were present for the
meeting.

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no comments from the public
on non-agenda items.

COUNTY MANAGER

County Manager Ken Norris had no chang-
es to the agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

Consent Agenda items were approved as
presented.

GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE
ITEMS

Deputy County Manager Jon Waschbusch
presented an Ordinance Concerning Pro-
hibited Activities on County-Leased Prop-
erty Known as the Shavano Gateway Rec-
reation Area. Prohibited activities will
include overnight use and camping; Dis-
charge or use of firearms and other weap-
ons; No excavation, construction, disturb-
ance, or other alteration of the Property
may occur unless approved in writing by
Montrose County in consultation with the
Bureau of Land Management; use of fire-
works; and Campfires and open burning
shall be prohibited but grills and contained
devices for cooking purposes may be al-
lowed subject to local restrictions and fire
conditions.

Commissioner Sue Hansen asked whether
there would be signage. The restrictions
would be posted on site, Waschbusch

said. Rules will be enforced by
the Montrose County Sheriff’s
Office (MCSO).

The BOCC voted unanimously
to approve the Ordinance.
County Engineer Keith Laube
introduced a public hearing
that was continued from a pre-
vious meeting, consideration and approval
on a variance to the Montrose County
Standards and Specifications for Roads
and Bridges to allow a second driveway.
At the regular BOCC meeting of Nov. 18,
the applicants noted that the second
driveway has been in use since they pur-
chased the property ten years ago. The
driveway came to the attention of the
County last spring. The Nov. 18 hearing
was continued to allow more time for re-
search and site visits.

The applicants were present by Zoom call
but declined to speak again. “I think pretty
much everything was said at our Novem-
ber meeting,” Applicant Martha Country-
man said. “I would just ask you to consider
that this is not a four-way intersec-
tion...we’re at your mercy. | hope you will
consider that driveway has been in
use...We've owned the property ten years
and it was being used long before that.”
BOCC Vice Chair Roger Rash said that the
original access permit does not show the
second driveway as a legally permitted
access. “I think we need to look at it as a
safety issue,” Rash said,

“It is pretty close to that intersection,”
Hansen said. She noted that while the
access seems safe now, future growth
could make it less safe.

Caddy expressed concern over ingress/

Report.

The Montrose County Sheriff’s Office has a new K9 team in
the West End, K-9 Jocko and Deputy Savage. Courtesy
Photo from the Annual Public Safety Sales Tax (PSST)

egress taking place so close (within 180
feet) to an intersection.

Both Kinikin and Pahgre are well traveled
roads, Caddy said.

Caddy closed the public comment period;
Commissioners voted unanimously to de-
ny the application for variance.

ANNUAL PUBLIC SAFETY SALES TAX
(PSST) REPORT FOR 2020

Montrose County Sheriff Gene Lillard pre-
sented the Annual Public Safety Sales Tax
(PSST) Report. The presentation covered
the history of the PSST, which generated
$6,525,000 in 2020, as well as allocations,
expenditures, statistics, and a Personnel
Management Summary.

The Summary lists highlights of 2020 in-
cluding the new K-9 team, Deputy Savage
and Jocko. “They’ve made a huge impact
in the West End,” Lillard said.

Operational Efficiency improvements in-
clude AXON body and in car cameras; the
High Impact Target team has been a suc-
cess. The Drug task Force has brought 14
Federal indictments.

MCSO Goals for 2021 include:

-Complete full study of crime mapping to
better ensure coverage in higher risk are-
as.

-Continue to concentrate on quality assur-
ance, keep training up to P.0.S.T. stand-
ards;

Continued next pg
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BOCC HEARS SHERIFF LILLARD’S ANNUAL PSST UPDATE
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Crime statistics from the Annual Public Safety Sales Tax (PSST)

Report.

-Continue K-9 and Deputy training in the
East and West ends;

-Update six Patrol Vehicles to Chevy Ta-
hoe's;

-Start a five-year strategic plan;

-Jail remodel--late 2021 or early 2022.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

The BOCC voted unanimously to adopt
Resolution No. 55-2020, amending the
Montrose County Zoning Resolution to
revise or create the following sections:
Section I, Definitions (Dwelling Unit) Gen-
eral Agricultural District: Section IV.A.2.r
(2) (Accessory Use), IV.A.5.f - Develop-
ment Standards (Density), and General
Residential, Section IV.B.2.k(11)
(Accessory Use), IV.B.5.e (Development
Standards- School Fee/Density).
Planning & development Director Steve
White opened a public hearing for a spe-
cial use permit for a wireless broadband
tower in the West End, the resolution for
the Coventry Hill Project Special Use pro-
posal to construct a 100 foot wireless
broadband tower by Clearnetworx. The
tower is already constructed, White said,
and was intended to increase broadband
service to area school children as they

continue education during
the 2019-2020 school year
through distance learning.
No complaints have been
received, White said.

BOCC Vice Chair Roger Rash
said, “In my view, the folks
over in the West End...are
highly motivated to increase
broadband over there...I
appreciate (Clearnetworx
CEOQ) Doug Seacat sticking
his neck out and building
this structure not knowing
whether he was going to be
able to keep it standing...as
of now | have not heard any-
thing negative. | am sure
those people and their chil-

dren are very appreciative of

getting that extra broadband
width over there.”
Seacat was present to via
Zoom to answer questions

about the tower and shared

a photo.

After further discussion Caddy closed the
public comment period of the hearing.
Commissioners voted unanimously to ap-
prove the resolution.

“Doug you don’t have to tear down your
tower, you're in business,” Caddy said.
“Thanks for putting that in place for the
school, we do appreciate it.”

As County Planner Talmadge Richmond
presented a special use proposal by Wiz-
ard’s Paradox to develop a campsite with
an organic farm at 4210 HWY 90, Para-
dox, there was a brief Zoom outage which
disconnected all commissioners except
Rash. The meeting resumed as all quickly
rejoined, and the discussion of the Special
use Permit continued.

The proposal by property owner Mark
Goldfogel includes sites for 16 RV’s on a
five-acre parcel. Though Richmond noted
that concerns would be addressed by im-
posed conditions, including updated septic
facilities, neighbor Rebecca Every ex-
pressed her opposition to the project.
Goldfogel said that he has owned the
property for 12 years. He said, “There re-
ally is a tremendous dearth of available

anything in the West End of Montrose
County...and for 12 years | have really
suffered from the ability to get anybody to
do anything...the Wizard’s Paradox grew
out of that. And grew out of a desire to
allow not only myself but a potential for
other people to live and survive in the
West End of Montrose County.
“Financially, you could not paint a much
more dire picture for that area.”

Neighbor Rebecca Every said that she was
under the impression that the project
would be much different that it has turned
out to be. “I was in shock when | got the
email with the proposal of what it en-
tailed,” she said. “l was under the impres-
sion it was going to be more of a perma-
culture type campground...to help hold
the integrity of the canyon and that
unique, special area.

“...When | saw the plot with all the RV
sites, | was in shock...l feel like | was mis-
led a bit,” She said.

Fires have been a concern all along, Every
noted. “...Not good if there were fires to
break out,” she said. “l bought this prop-
erty in 2015, | just paid it off...I have nu-
merous concerns...it's upsetting consider-
ing what it was when | purchased it. | did-
n’t foresee this coming into play.”

The canyon is narrow and noise echoes,
she said. “There is no level ground on his
plot except where his house is...water is
also a concern...l don’t know that there
would be any economic benefit to the
area...other than to Mark himself.”

“They potentially would have access to
my property...it's close. Even when he had
his tent camping down in the area...| felt it
was a little bit invasive...I'm really
bummed,” Every said. “...my concern is his
tent camping bumps up right close to my
area where | spend the most time...there’s
no privacy.”

County Assessor Brad Hughes noted the
possibility of changes to the property’s
taxation rate, “We’re having an issue
where these special use permits are being
issued, and then the owners are unfamil-
iar with the tax liability changes.

“I just want to make sure this owner is
aware that this becomes a mixed-use
property with a substantial commercial

Continued next pg
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value behind it and a larger tax burden,”

Hughes said. “...I just want to make sure
that the planning department is directing
these folks to the Assessor’s office when
they’re taking on these commercial en-
deavors, to find out what business person-
al property tax is going to be, and how the
assessment rate is going to change on
their land as well as the additional value of
the improvements.”

Increased tax liability can make a signifi-
cant difference on larger projects, he not-
ed.

Hansen asked for more time to review the
proposal.

“There’s a lot of things we can do here,”
Caddy said. “...I'm going to make a drive
over there and look at the whole layout...I
would like to actually put boots on the
ground and look at what we need to do,
where we’re going to go with this...”
Balancing one person’s property rights
against those of another is an ongoing
responsibility for the BOCC, Rash said.
“...We can take a drive over there individ-
ually and take a closer look at it,” he said,
and suggested that tent camping could be
moved further away from the property

line, and that a fence or vegetation could
shield the neighboring property from im-
pacts.

“It helps if we put our eyeballs on it,”
Hansen said. “Just making sure all the
plans are in place would be prudent.”
Commissioners voted to continue the
public hearing until the next BOCC
meeting of Jan. 6 to allow more time for
review.

Commissioners left regular session to
reconvene as the Montrose County Board
of Health.

(See related article)

Commissioners left the Board of Health
meeting to reconvene as the BOCC.
Hansen said that it was the final meeting
of 2020. “...We’ve had stellar performance
from all our departments...I just want to
thank the staff for hanging in there with us
and doing the part they need to do to
make this organization as great as it is.”
To her fellow commissioners, Hansen
said, “You guys are awesome to work
with, and | think that we have a really co-
hesive board, and it’s been a pleasure...|
just want to wish everybody a Merry
Christmas.”

Caddy wished county staff and all citizens
of Montrose County a very Merry Christ-
mas.

“We’ve had enough excitement this
year,” Caddy said. “I hope things will go
out with a very, very, quiet Holiday sea-
son.”

Rash said that 2020 was a trying year.
Still, “What a difference it makes having a
strong team,” he said. “... what a privilege
it is to be able to serve with you two...we
don’t always agree, but we always respect
each other.”

He thanked the citizens of the County for
trusting the board.

“We've still got a ways to go, we gotta get
through this vaccination process...we will
be on the other side of this thing hopefully
in a few months,” Rash said, “and we'll get
back to some sort of normalcy so we don’t
have to do these Zoom meetings.”

He wished everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

“I think we see a light at the end of the
tunnel,” Caddy said, “and | hope it’s not a
train.”

With no further business, the meeting
was adjourned.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

MONTROSE REGIONAL CRIMESTOPPERS ALERT

The Crawford Historical Sign, above, was (possibly intentionally) damaged by an unknown

vehicle. Courtesy image.

Special to the Mirror

REGIONAL-The Montrose County Sheriff’s
Office and Montrose Regional Crime Stop-
pers are seeking the help of community
members to identify and locate the in-

volved person or persons who vandalized
property in the 21000 block of Highway
550. Sometime last week, the Crawford
Historical Sign was (possibly intentionally)
damaged by an unknown vehicle. Photos

of the sign and damage are included in the
alert.

Anyone with information about these
crimes or the identity and location of the
involved parties, or any other crimes may
call Crime Stoppers anonymously at 970-
249-8500, use the mobile app P3 Tips, or
provide information via P3tips.com. Crime
Stoppers want your information, not your
identity. If the Tip results in an arrest, the
Tipster may receive a cash award. For ad-
ditional information, please view our Fa-
cebook page,

www.facebook.com/
montroseregionalcrimestoppers

. Crime prevention and crime solution are
everyone’s responsibility.

MRCS would like to remind everyone that
all persons of interest depicted in our
Alerts by photo or not, or by any other
means, are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN

Editor:

America is back! It is time to “Make America Great
Again”. Now that our Disrupter-in-Chief is on the way
out the door, we can re-engage with the world again,
demonstrating leadership, re-engaging alliances, ad-
dressing world-wide problems, and regaining world-
wide respect among nations.

For too long we have lost respect around the world for
our disruptive foreign policy, breaking alliances, and
showing the world a xenophobic immigration poli-

cy. We now have the opportunity to show world lead-
ership by re-engaging a climate policy, promoting hu-
man rights, promoting alliances, and fostering good-
will.

This is what it really means to “make America great
again”.

Wayne Quade, Montrose


http://www.scottsprinting.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

430 PETITIONERS AND 100’S OF EMAILS ARE FROM COBBLE CREEK, SPRUCE POINT,
CHIPETA POINTE & CHIPETA ROAD RESIDENTS OPPOSING THE HUB!!!!!

Editor:

A December 9th Planning Commission
hearing, regarding The HUB at Montrose
Crossing, was postponed to a later date
due to the City’s Zoom subscription limit
of 100 participants prevented all who
wanted to participate in the virtual
meeting.

The next day Josue Perez of the Montrose
Press said that “several" Cobble Creek and
Spruce Point residents had previously
voiced their displeasure with the 500
apartment unit project. We believe that
430 petitions and over a hundred emails
(as of Dec.1 and still counting) are way
more than “several."

The article included the developer's re-
peated assertions about the high quality
of the project. That’s somewhat satisfy-
ing, but irrelevant given the project is
based on a very weak and suspect justifi-
cation. Emails and press articles highlight
the developer's disregard of adjacent sub-
divisions and the City's Comprehensive

Plan; Chipeta Road traffic and hazard con-
cerns; additional yearly city services costs;
and the unnecessary intrusion into Cobble
Creek, Spruce Point, Chipeta Pointe and
other area housing.

Of additional concern is the developer’s
refusal to consider our reasonable project
reconfiguration that would mitigate adja-
cent subdivision concerns and, of course,
the unconscionable $2.35M city incentive
that has no pay back requirement.

We keep emphasizing the importance of
the Comprehensive Plan, because it's the
right way to do things and helps all of us
avoid unscrupulous development. The
Comprehensive Plan states that our City,
and the communities within it, can

be better shaped to meet desired goals
and objectives as the Comprehensive Plan
becomes a constant part of every land use
decision for Montrose.

The success of the Comprehensive

Plan depends upon the will of public offi-
cials, the development community, staff,

and the general citizenry to follow
through with its implementation. In con-
trast, the developer's proposal merely
says that the project meets the Compre-
hensive Plan because it’s located within
Growth Area 1. Actually, Growth Area 1
consists of essentially all of Montrose.
The issues surrounding projects like The
HUB at Montrose Crossing will surface
again as Montrose grows.

We hope many will join the next Planning
Commission’s virtual meeting on January
6th to hear more about our objections to
the project as it’s currently proposed and
to hear if the City justifies its $2.35M in
incentives to the developer.

You can access the link to this virtual
meeting at https://
www.cityofmontrose.org/126/Planning-
Commission and click on “Most Recent
Agenda.” The link to the meeting will be
posted there on December 30th.

Board of Directors

Cobble Creek Homeowners Association
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

PLEASE CONSIDER ISSUES AND VOTE TO DENY HUB AT MONTROSE CROSSING

Montrose City Council &

Planning Commission,

| am writing in opposition to The Hub at
Montrose Crossing. Many residents in and
around Cobble Creek, Spruce Pointe,
Chipeta Pointe and along Chipeta Road
have expressed their serious concerns
regarding this 500 unit apartment com-
plex "spot-zoned" directly across the
street from established neighborhoods.
There have been many concerns that you
have already received, and many others
have been published in the Daily Press and
Montrose Mirror. The following are just a
few of the major concerns | hope you will
address:

-The location of a 500 unit apartment over
3 miles from the center of Montrose is of
major concern. Just think of all the issues
that create

- The location of the main entrance to
HUB off of Cobble Drive instead of Chipeta
Road may seem like a good idea to the
developer due to costs, but it should raise
a huge red flag to the Montrose City Coun-
cil and County Commissioners.

With the future build out of Cobble Creek,
Cobble Creek West and Spruce Point pro-
jected to be 1046 single family homes

(there are currently only 366 single family
homes in Cobble Creek and Spruce Point)
and then a 500 unit apartment develop-
ment with their main entrance on Cobble
Drive, how can the City and County offi-
cials not be concerned NOW about the
future traffic impact to Cobble Drive,
Chipeta Road and all intersections that
would be impacted.

- It has been brought to my attention that
the HUB site plan has "under" the re-
quired 20% open space "required" by the
City Code. Hopefully, the Planning Com-
mission would require the developer to
adjust the development site plan to meet
this city requirement.

-The HUB developer has made note of the
fact that Spruce Point, just across the
street from his proposed developed, is
also zoned R-3A, which allows duplexes,
condos, and apartments. What he fails to
point out is that there are no duplexes,
condos or apartments at Spruce Point and
that it is being developed in the spirit of
the Comprehensive Plan.

-When Spruce Point was zoned R-3A, the
development plan review process resulted
in the Planning Commission limiting the
apartment density in Spruce Point to no

more than 269 apartments on their 80
acres, which results in a density of 3.35
units per acre. HUB’s 500 apartments
density 32 acres a density of 15.6 units per
acre.

Shouldn’t the Planning Commission limit
HUB to the same limit of 3.35 units per
acre, reducing the HUB apartment density
to 107 units to stick with the precedent
already establish across the street from
the HUB?

The $2.35M incentive being offered to
the HUB developer by City Council, free
and clear, is totally unprecedented and an
insult to Montrose taxpayers. With the
financial impact the pandemic has had on
local small businesses, why not offer this
money to them? It would do more to
keep and create jobs than the build out
HUB will do.

| sincerely request the Planning Commis-
sion to seriously consider all of these is-
sues and vote to deny the HUB develop-
ment or accept with changes addressing
the above concerns. | also appeal the City
Council to retract their $2.35M incentive
offer to the developer.

Respectfully
Jodine Broscovak, Cobble Creek
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OPINION/EDITORIAL-COMMENTARY

DISCUSSION IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISPARAGEMENT OF
INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES AND OTHER LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS

By Gail Marvel

MONTROSE-The proposed Matt Miles
development, The Hub at Montrose Cross-
ing, has generated public interest and an
outcry of foul from residents of Cobble
Creek.

Protecting one’s neighborhood is a
shared value. | appreciate lively discussion
and debate from the community and |
respect each person’s right to publicly
state their opinion. Regardless of where
we live, we all have a concern with in-
creased crime, traffic, and trash in a devel-
oping community.

However, | do take issue with people
who disparage individuals, businesses and
other local neighborhoods as a means to
bolster their argument of, “Not in my
neighborhood.”

Letter writers to the Montrose Mirror
have suggested the proposed develop-
ment would be better suited within the
boundary of the Montrose Urban Renewal
Authority (Colorado Outdoors). It is not
lost on locals that the areas being com-
pared to one another are the upscale Cob-
ble Creek and an area in close proximity to
a part of town lovingly known as Tortilla

Flats.

It has been suggested that Recla Metals
(recycling center), portrayed as a commu-
nity eyesore, would be a good site for re-
development. Recla Metals, which was
established in 1974, is a huge economic
driver for Montrose and is a valuable asset
to the community.

Another area deemed unsightly is the
salvage yard on the north bypass. Auto-
mobile salvage yards have been promi-
nent in Montrose since the 1950’s and
they have proved to be successful busi-
nesses. It’s unfortunate when anyone’s
business, career and livelihood are public-
ly devalued by being labeled unsightly.

By all appearances Matt Miles, a home-
grown local, is a successful developer. His
contribution the community, as well as his
continued investment in the community,
cannot be understated. Although Miles is
not a resident of Cobble Creek, it is not
lost on me that his personal residence is in
close proximity to the proposed The Hub
at Montrose Crossing.

It has been suggested that the City of
Montrose is “lining the pockets” of Miles
because the city is providing infrastructure

for the proposed development. It must be
noted that the Cobble Creek development
has also benefited from city infrastructure
buildout.

The City of Montrose Planning Commis-
sion will hold a virtual meeting at 5 p.m.
on Jan. 6, 2021. We can only hope that
that the meeting facilitator will keep par-
ticipants focused on the agenda item it-
self, rather than disparaging their neigh-
bors.

On the agenda is SP20-0073 — "THE HUB
AT MONTROSE CROSSING" SKETCH PLAN
REVIEW. This is a review and discussion of
the Sketch Plan for The Hub at Montrose
Crossing Subdivision, a multi-family and
senior living development on a 35.791-
acre parcel bordered on the south by Cob-
ble Drive, on the west by 6450 Road and
on the north and east by Chipeta Drive.
The applicant is Matt Miles, Leadership
Circle, LLC.

The agenda for the meeting will be post-
ed on the City website by the end of next
week. Information can be found
at: https://www.cityofmontrose.org/126/
Planning-Commission and click on "Most

Recent Agenda."


https://www.cityofmontrose.org/126/Planning-Commission
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COMMUNITY SALARY SURVEY 2020

By Gail Marvel

MONTROSE-Each year the Montrose Mirror publishes a Community Salary Survey. The survey of those who earn top salaries in local
non-profit and governmental organizations not only helps constituents keep their finger on the pulse of the community, but offers
a level of transparency. Salaries listed do not include benefits.

Montrose County

Airport Manager - $140,130
Deputy County Manager - $131,872
Public Works Director - $129,101
County Manager - $120,200

Montrose School District RE-1J

Superintendent - $165,000

MHS Principal - $107,686

Director of Curriculum and Instruction - $103,642

Montrose Fire Protection District
Fire Chief - $136,578

Battalion Chiefs - $92,448

Deputy Administrator - $86,698

City of Montrose

City Manager - $170,000
City Attorney - $156,000
Finance Director - $110,123

Montrose Memorial Hospital (data taken from 2019 Income Tax Form 990)
Physician - $649,182
Physician - $643,683
Physician - $642,066

Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA)/Elevate salary data taken from the 2019 Income Tax Form 990 combines salaries
derived from both DMEA and Elevate)

Chief Executive Officer - $353,606

Chief Operating Officer - $205,083

Chief Financial Officer - $199,975

San Miguel Power Association (SMPA)
SMPA did not respond to the Mirror’s request for salary information. Their website shows that since 2017 they have not publicly
posted an Income Tax Form 990.

Montrose Recreation District (only two salaried employees)
Executive Director - $100,000
Recreation Manager - $67,600

Region 10 League for Economic Assistance & Planning
Region 10 did not respond to the Mirror’s request for salary information by deadline, nor could salary information be found posted
on the planning and management region’s website.



https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Caro%20Brochure%20and%20Directory%20Link.pdf
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT TRES RIOS FIELD OFFICE APPROVES TRANSPORTATION

& ACCESS PLAN FOR PUBLIC LANDS IN ARCHULETA, LA PLATA, MONTEZUMA COUNTIES

Special to the Mirror
DOLORES—- The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) Tres Rios Field Office has ap-
proved a comprehensive transportation
plan that will provide improved public,
commercial, and administrative access
across approximately 100,000 acres of
BLM-administered public land in Ar-
chuleta, La Plata and Montezuma counties
in southwestern Colorado (Travel Area 1).

“The BLM recognizes that a well-
conceived road and trail network and
good parking access on public lands pro-
vide numerous personal and social bene-
fits,” said Tres Rios Field Manager Connie
Clementson. “This plan reflects extensive
community involvement in determining
how travel will be managed on area public
lands and supports a shared vision for the
area’s future.”

The decision designates 78 miles of roads
and trails in Travel Area 1 and approves
the construction of an off-highway vehicle

play area, along with the construction or
improvement of six parking areas. In addi-
tion, e-bikes are authorized on 25 miles of
single-track trail, as well as on roads and
trails approved for off-highway vehicles.

Effective travel planning in support of
BLM’s multiple use mission provides for a
variety of user experiences and access for
natural resource development, while mini-
mizing impacts to wildlife habitat and sen-
sitive resources, reducing the introduction
and spread of invasive weeds, and lessen-
ing potential conflicts between diverse
recreation uses. In 2018, recreation activi-
ties on BLM-administered lands in Colora-
do supported 5,077 jobs and generated
over $652 million, the highest net return
of any BLM recreation program.

The groundwork for the travel plan was
laid in 2015-2016 when the BLM invento-
ried existing transportation routes
throughout the Tres Rios Field Office and
then provided the results and an extensive

public review and comment period in
2017, using an interactive online

map. Open houses were held in Cortez,
Durango, and Mancos during this peri-

od to provide information about the pro-
cess and discuss external proposals re-
ceived. A 30-day public scoping peri-

od ran from April through May 2019, fol-
lowed by a 30-day public comment period
for the Preliminary Environmental Assess-
ment from September through October
2019. Travel planning for BLM lands in San
Miguel, Dolores, and Montrose counties is
currently scheduled to begin in 2021.
Additional project information, decision
documents, and maps are available on the
BLM ePlanning site at https://go.usa.gov/
XE6ZU and at the Tres Rios Field Office,
29211 Highway 184, Dolores, CO. Infor-
mation on BLM travel management can be
found online at https://www.blm.gov/
programs/recreation/recreation-
programs/travel-and-transportation.



https://www.homesnap.com/Linda-Charlick/gmb
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX-2B1qrXyqQpZ0hCTs0BHMAT2SUDGXhiMUYBSXTlTtnXObQN4v_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFiivue5NfAl-2BLovzBlk8J6kSsa-2Fg65vPvoXfXIJD6BcfH0sIPiJ0HjuTSSY3sXz2vTtihDCxH
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX-2B1qrXyqQpZ0hCTs0BHMAT2SUDGXhiMUYBSXTlTtnXObQN4v_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFiivue5NfAl-2BLovzBlk8J6kSsa-2Fg65vPvoXfXIJD6BcfH0sIPiJ0HjuTSSY3sXz2vTtihDCxH
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX6jSjt2BPoFuZV-2FOsRQ2-2BaZnBjyTkdYKTurikacYSRfdZlJxAGHbolFfvvr-2Fcyai-2B8bQOAMLEpNz-2BWZLuA6V7s-2BOxomDvvCn5iFAYgHsqu7ono1O_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFii
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX6jSjt2BPoFuZV-2FOsRQ2-2BaZnBjyTkdYKTurikacYSRfdZlJxAGHbolFfvvr-2Fcyai-2B8bQOAMLEpNz-2BWZLuA6V7s-2BOxomDvvCn5iFAYgHsqu7ono1O_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFii
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX6jSjt2BPoFuZV-2FOsRQ2-2BaZnBjyTkdYKTurikacYSRfdZlJxAGHbolFfvvr-2Fcyai-2B8bQOAMLEpNz-2BWZLuA6V7s-2BOxomDvvCn5iFAYgHsqu7ono1O_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFii
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS

CONSUMER ADVISORY: GETTING A REAL TREAT FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

Make sure your homeowners/rentfers’ insurance is updated

Special to the Mirror

DENVER - Someone is treating you to a big
-time gift this holiday season. Or maybe
you’re splurging for an expensive gift for
the family. But however that expensive or
valuable gift ends up in your home, know
that to protect it properly, you may need
to update your homeowners or renters’
insurance. The Colorado Division of Insur-
ance (DOI), part of the Department of
Regulatory Agencies (DORA), reminds peo-
ple to not overlook this important step.
Anytime your possessions significantly
change you will want to review your
homeowners or renters insurance. Re-
member, homeowners insurance doesn’t
protect just the structure, but also the
contents of your house, while renters’
insurance is typically only focused on your
possessions. And know that your home-
owner or renters’ policy may provide cov-
erage that a warranty or protection plan
will not. So when those big ticket items
come into the home - think big televisions,
gaming systems, bikes, computers, tab-
lets, smartphones, expensive jewelry, art
or valuable collectibles - you’ll want to
make sure your insurance coverage is
sufficient if those items get damaged or

stolen.

“The holidays are typically when people
get these more expensive items,” said
Colorado Insurance Commissioner Mi-
chael Conway. “Then the new year arrives,
these things become a part of their lives
and they don’t think about their insurance
coverage, until something bad happens.
That ‘something bad’ is why it is critical to
make sure your homeowners or renters’
insurance is up-to-date.”

Most homeowner policies include cover-
age limitations for certain items such as
computers, art, bikes and jewelry, so it
might be time to add coverage to your
existing policy to ensure these items are
insured for their actual value. Or you can
get a personal inland marine or a personal
articles policy to cover these items. Don't
let the name mislead you, as inland ma-
rine insurance doesn't have to do with
water, but instead can provide a specified
amount of coverage for a specific item
and/or provide coverage beyond limits or
sub-limits that may be in your policy. This
may be a good time to take a look at your
policy or talk to your agent about the lim-
its and sub-limits for your personal prop-
erty coverage.

All of this doesn’t just apply to those new
gifts. When was the last time you had your
jewelry appraised for insurance purposes?
When you’re taking out the fancy china
and silverware for the holidays, you might
want to consider if you have enough insur-
ance on these items or other family heir-
looms or antiques, which can be quite
valuable. Ultimately, you want to be sure
the coverage amount you list with your
insurance company or agent is current and
reflective of the actual value of your
items.

Such changes may very well impact your
premiums, but not always. But if you don’t
make your agent or insurance company
aware of such items and their value, you
likely won't get their full value in a claim if
they are damaged or stolen.

If you need help understanding your
homeowner or renters’ insurance, figuring
out what questions to ask about it, or just
want some help decoding the language of
your insurance, know that the Division of
Insurance is a consumer resource for all
things insurance. Contact the DOI Con-
sumer Services Team at 303-894-7490 /
800-930
3745 / DORA Insurance@state.co.us
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YOUTH COUNCILOR GUNNISON CLAMP PRAISES CITY
MANAGEMENT AT FINAL MEETING OF 2020

Youth Councilor Gunnison Clamp had the last word at the regular City Council meeting on Dec. 15. “It was a tough year, there were definitely
some bright sides to it though,” Clamp said. “...Definitely fortunate to live here this year. On every level of city management, it went very

smoothly, and everyone did very well.”

By Caitlin Switzer

MONTROSE-The Montrose City Council
convened for a regular meeting on Tues-
day, Dec. 15. All councilors were present
for the meeting; Youth Council Repre-
sentative Gunnison Clamp was also in
attendance. The session was broadcast
live on a Zoom feed; though meetings are
available on Cable Channels 191 and 970,
viewers of Channel 970 at 6 p.m. heard
several minutes of what sounded like a
vacuum cleaner followed by a number of
loud, thumping sounds. The cable broad-
cast finally began at 6:08 p.m.

A note now posted on the City of Mont-
rose Youtube channel states, “Please note:
due to technical issues the meeting's first
7 minutes and 32 of audio seconds was
not recorded. City staff tried to fix the
recording but was unsuccessful. Meeting
minutes can be found at CityofMont-
rose.org/ArchiveCenter.”

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-
AGENDA ITEMS

There were no comments heard from the
public.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council voted unanimously to approve the
minutes of the Dec. 1, 2020 regular City
Council meeting as presented.

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINT-

MENTS

Council voted unanimously to re-appoint
Janet Chastain and Phoebe Benziger to the
City of Montrose Planning Commission for
terms that begin on Jan. 1, 2021 and ex-
pire on Dec. 31, 2024.

“On behalf of all of Council, we really ap-
preciate you stepping up,” Mayor Barbara
Bynum said.

LIQUOR LICENSE APPROVALS

Two liquor license applications came be-
fore Council, beginning with a new Fer-
mented Malt Beverage license at 1140 N.
Townsend Avenue for Maverik, Inc., doing
business as Maverik, Inc. #616, for con-
sumption off the licensed premises. Com-
pany representative Crystal Porter, who
supervises nine local stores, answered
questions posed by City Attorney Stephen
Alcorn and Council. “It’s a one-stop shop
for your adventure,” she said.

Prior to Council’s vote to approve, long-
time liquor license petitioner Max Scott of
Oedipus, Inc. said that 93 percent of those
surveyed favored the issuance of the
Maverik license.

Scott also said that the on-premise liquor
industry has been hit hard by the pandem-
ic.

“The alcohol industry for on-premise li-
censes is going right into the toilet, it's

circling the bowl right now,” he said.
“Hopefully you don’t have restaurants
that are going out of business. Lots and
lots of my clients have gone out of busi-
ness here in the Denver Metropolitan ar-
ea...this is what happened when Carter
was President. The only applications that
are probably going to be filed are off-
premise licenses. People don’t stop eating
and they don’t stop drinking, it's where
they buy it,” he said. “...I hope you folks
make it ok through the coming year.

“It’s scary all these family-owned busi-
nesses are going broke,” Scott said.
“Merry Christmas to everybody, Happy
New Year,” he said.

A proposed application for a new Beer
and Wine liquor license at 324 E. Main
Street for Top Frog, LLC, doing business as
Sommelier Secrets Wine School, to sell
beer and wine for consumption on the
licensed premises was pulled from the
meeting agenda.

With owners John Pope and Kevin
McHugh present to answer questions,
Council voted unanimously to approve an
application for a new Brew Pub liquor li-
cense at 512 E. Main Street for San Juan
Brews, LLC, doing business as San Juan
Brews, to sell malt, vinous and spirituous
liqguor to the public for consumption on

Continued next pg
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YOUTH COUNCILOR GUNNISON CLAMP PRAISES CITY
MANAGEMENT AT FINAL MEETING From previous pg

the license premises and to sell malt lig-
uor beverages. manufactured on the li-
censed premises and packaged in sealed
containers for consumption off the li-
censed premises.

The space, which formerly housed In-
trinzik, has been remodeled and will in-
clude garage style doors to allow bar style
seating on Main Street. The Brew Pub will
have coffee and food available as well.
HILLTOP ADDITION ANNEXATION
Following a presentation by Senior Plan-
ner Amy Sharp and a public hearing on the
annexation of the Hilltop Addition II,
Council voted unanimously to adopt Reso-
lution 2020-28, Findings of Fact for the
annexation of the Hilltop Addition Il and
approved Ordinance 2521 on first reading,
for the annexation of the Hilltop Addition
1. Council approved Ordinance 2522 on
first reading, zoning the Hilltop Addition Il
as an R-4, High Density District.
Background- A memo prepared by Sharp
for Council states, “The Hilltop Addition Il
is a proposed annexation approximately
0.45 acres in size. The parcel is located
north of Locust Rd and consists of the
west side right-of-way of 6600 Road. It is
within the City’s Urban Growth Boundary,
the Tri-County Water Service Area, and
the City of Montrose Sewer Service Area.
Annexation of this property will clean up
an orphaned parcel of land which consists
of county road right-of-way adjacent to
the recently annexed Hilltop Addition (July
2020). The City of Montrose is applying for
this annexation on behalf of Montrose
County.”

RAINBOW TROUT ADDITION

Sharp reviewed the annexation schedule,
and Council held a hearing on the annexa-
tion of the Rainbow Trout Addition. Coun-
cilors voted unanimously to adopt Resolu-
tion 2020-29, Findings of Fact for the an-
nexation of the Rainbow Trout Addition.
Also approved was Ordinance 2523 on
first reading, the annexation of the Rain-
bow Trout Addition, and Ordinance 2524
on first reading, zoning the Rainbow Trout
Addition as a P, Public District.

There are presently no plans for the par-

cel, which is listed as river/greenway/
regional park in the future land use map,
Sharp said.

Youth Councilor Gunnison Clamp asked
why the City-owned parcel was named the
Rainbow Trout Addition. “As a fisherman,
I’'m curious about that,” Clamp said. “Will
there be developed on the property at any
point any sort of fishing access...I’'m won-
dering if this is a planned use for this prop-
erty?”

Assistant City Attorney Ann Morgenthaler
said that the parcel consists largely of wet-
lands, so would not be built on. Still, “We
purchased that parcel as part of our plans
for the river rehabilitation project that’s
underway...it’s really excellent for the City
to have ownership of that parcel.”
Background-A memo from Sharp to Coun-
cil states, “The Rainbow Trout Addition is
a proposed annexation approximately
2.82 acres in size. The parcel is located
north of Spring Creek Road, west of May-
fly Drive and the Uncompahgre River, and
northeast of Marine Road. It is within the
City’s Urban Growth Boundary, the City of
Montrose Water Service Area, Tri-County
Water Service Area, and West Montrose
Sanitation District. Annexation of this
property will clean-up an orphaned parcel
of City-owned land adjacent to the Un-
compahgre River. The Council Resolution
to set a hearing date is not required for
this annexation as it is City-owned proper-
ty.”

SECOND READING APPROVALS

As previously considered in work session
on First Reading, Council voted unani-
mously to adopt Ordinance 2519 on sec-
ond reading, amending Ordinance No.
2490 which appropriated funds for defray-
ing the expenses and liabilities of the City
of Montrose, Colorado, during the fiscal
year beginning Jan. 1, 2020; said expendi-
tures of the City of Montrose over and
above those anticipated at the time of the
adoption of the original budget for the
fiscal year beginning Jan. 1, 2020.

Council also voted unanimously to adopt
Ordinance 2520 on second reading, up-
dating Title 6 Chapter 1, Miscellaneous

Offenses and Title 6 Chapter 6, Open
Burning, of the City of Montrose: repeal-
ing Title 6 Chapter 1 Section 10 (6-1-10)
regarding Unlawful Entry; repealing and
replacing Title 6 Chapter 1 Section 11 (6-1-
11) regarding Trespass; repealing Title 6
Chapter 1 Section 12 (6-1-12) regarding
Window Peeping; adding Title 6 Chapter 1
Section 6 (6-1-6) regarding Culpable Men-
tal States; repealing and replacing Title 6
Chapter 1 Section 15 (6-1-15) regarding
Indecent Conduct; and repealing and re-
placing Title 6 Chapter 6 Section 1 (6-6-1)
regarding Open Burning.

MONTROSE RECREATION DISTRICT IGA
As discussed previously in work session,
Council voted unanimously to approve the
2021 Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA)
between the City of Montrose and the
Montrose Recreation District regarding
shared services.

STAFF REPORTS

City Finance Director Shani Wittenberg
presented the most recent Sales, Use &
Excise tax report.

Clamp gave a report on Youth Council
activities. Youth Council has been working
on a time capsule project; there are three
item-collection locations. The capsule will
be similar to the 50-year time capsule re-
cently retrieved by the City.

As Councilors wished one another well
during the last meeting of 2020, Bynum
said, “...I hope everyone enjoys the holi-
days and stays safe and stays warm and
keeps your immediate family close to you
and keeps your further family in your
thoughts and that you can talk to them on
the phone or see them on Zoom...| have-
n’t seen my parents in over a year, and |
think that is the longest time in my life
that | haven’t seen my parents,” she said.
“...I just want everyone to know that we
are thinking about them, and that as your
city leaders we are doing our absolute
best day in and day out to take care of our
city and to take care of the job that we
signed up for when we took on City Coun-
cil.

“None of us knew it would involve a pan-
demic,” Bynum said. “But | commend not

Continued next pg
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only the staff but my fellow councilors for ing, all the collections up, sales up,” he some bright sides to it though,” Clamp
rolling up their sleeves and working really  said. “All of that’s really good to see...One said. “...Definitely fortunate to live here
hard. | know that they all have the citizens big benefit of not being able to travel a lot this year. On every level of city manage-

of this community in their hearts.” this year, people may have been more ment, it went very smoothly, and every-
As Bynum prepared to adjourn the inclined when they did their shopping, to  one did very well.

meeting, Youth Councilor Clamp seized do it right here, benefitting all of our great  “Here’s to a better 2021,” Clamp said.
the opportunity to speak again, “Yeah it local businesses.” With no further business, the meeting
has definitely been a weird year...but as “It was a tough year, there were definitely was adjourned.

someone who is in contact with the City
through Youth Council and down at the
Visitor Center, I'll just say like other Coun-
cilors before me just indicated, the City
really came through it well,” Clamp said.

“I think the whole pandemic situation was
managed well,” he said. “We managed to
do what was safe, what was right, while
still keeping our economy afloat, keeping
our businesses Downtown thriving and
healthy.”

Clamp said that he was pleased to see the
2021 budget. “That was really encourag-
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
CITY TO CLOSE FOR CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR'S HOLIDAYS

MONTROSE — City of Montrose offices
will be closed Thursday, Dec. 24, and Fri-
day, Dec. 25, for Christmas and Thursday,
Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1 for New Year’s.
Police Department offices will be closed
on these days, however, officers will be on
duty and responding to calls. Montrose
City Hall, Visitor Center, Municipal Court,
Animal Shelter, Montrose Pavilion, Black
Canyon Golf Course, and City Shop will be
closed. The adjusted trash collection
schedule for Dec. 25 will be as follows:
Trash collection schedules will be adjust-

ed for both holidays.

For residences with Thursday, Dec. 24
collection, trash pickup will instead occur
on Tuesday, Dec. 22, and Wednesday,
Dec. 23.

Residences west of Townsend Ave that
are normally on the Thursday route will
receive collection services on Tuesday,
Dec. 22. Residences east of Townsend Ave
that are normally served on Thursday will
receive service on Wednesday, Dec. 23.
Trash collection for the New Year’s holi-
day is as follows:

For residences with Thursday, Dec. 31

collection, trash pickup will instead occur
on Tuesday, Dec. 29, and Wednesday,
Dec. 30.

Residences west of Townsend Ave that
are normally on the Thursday route will
receive collection services on Tuesday,
Dec. 29. Residences east of Townsend Ave
that are normally served on Thursday will
receive service on Wednesday, Dec. 30.

Recycling collection for customers will not
change for both the Christmas and the
New Year’s holidays.
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RIDGWAY LOVE STORY COMES TO A CLOSE: AN ERA ENDS WITH
PASSING OF PETER DECKER From pg 1

couple got the news.
“Suddenly we were ranch
owners,” Deedee said. “We
moved bag and baggage from
New York City and moved
into our house in Ridgway.”
Though it uprooted their
lives, Deedee said that the
decision to pull up stakes was
the right choice.

A full-time Professor at Duke
University by then, Peter was
asked how he could give up a
promising academic career to

Peter and Deedee Decker. Courtesy photo.

up.”

They looked first at ranches in Sheridan,
Wyoming, where Deedee had family, but
didn’t find what they were looking for. So
Deedee’s cousin offered to show the cou-
ple some properties in the Southwest, “In
a place you never heard of.”

That place was Ridgway, a town Peter
first came to love as a graduate student,
when his car had broken down there while
he and two friends were en route to San
Francisco to conduct research for his Ph.D.
So he toured four different ranches in the
Ridgway area with Deedee’s cousin, and
made an offer on one. A day later, the

own and live on a ranch in

Colorado.
“I'd rather look at the hind end of a hun-
dred heifers than go to another faculty
meeting,” was his response.
Over the decades, the Deckers left their
mark on the Ridgway community. In 1985,
Deedee built the now iconic True Grit Ca-
fé. “I wanted a place for local people to
go,” she said. She also commissioned the
first bronze sculpture by the late Sculptor
Michael McCullough, an Eagle that in
years past greeted visitors to the old Ridg-
way Fire House. And she worked with the
Ouray County Historical Society for years.
While serving on the Planning Commis-
sion in the 1980’s, Peter helped to craft

the Ouray County Master Plan, a docu-
ment that has served the community well
ever since and which remains in effect.

And the Ridgway ranch where they spent
so much of their lives is now preserved in
an easement through the Colorado Cattle-
man’s Agricultural Land Trust.

It was 2020--specifically Saturday, Dec.
12, when Peter Decker passed away in
Denver, at the age of 85.

He leaves a legacy not only in the land he
loved, but in the works that he completed
during his lifetime. He published a number
of books, including Fortunes and Failures:
White-Collar Mobility in Nineteenth-
Century San Francisco (1978), Old Fences,
New Neighbors" (1998), The Utes Must
Go! (2004), Saving the West (2010), Red,
White & Army Blue (2014) and The Go-
Backer (2017).

Decker, who also served as a staff assis-
tant in Senator Robert Kennedy's office
between 1967 and 1968, was Colorado
Commissioner of Agriculture from 1987 till
1989.

For Deedee Decker, still in denial at the
sudden loss of her husband, the journey
that led two young people to leave every-
thing behind came full circle in Ridgway.

“It's been our home,” she said, and ex-
pressed not a single regret.
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BOWMAN RAISES CONCERNS OVER CITY’S CONTRACT
AFTER BIZARRE UPDATE FROM GEYSER SYSTEMS

Geyser Systems Owner Jonathan Ballesteros, bottom, gave an update to City Council.

By Caitlin Switzer

MONTROSE-Montrose City Council met
for a virtual work session on Monday, Dec.
14; all councilors were present for the
Zoom session. Mayor Barbara Bynum said,
“We have a rather short agenda this
morning, but some really neat things on
our agenda.”

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES

Six new staff members were introduced
during the work session. Joining the City
team are Police Officers Joe Adkin, Zebe-
diah Schoemaker, and Benedict Willey;
Part Time Guest Services Assistant Cory
Cavello; Public Works Team Leader
(Streets) Joseph Aguilar, and Planner 1
William Reis.

Montrose Police Chief Blaine Hall intro-
duced the new police officers, all recent
graduates of the Western Colorado Peace
Officers Association. “They’ve already
completed their administrative week of
training with the police department; we
are very thankful to have them,” Hall said.
Originally from the United Kingdom, Wil-
ley said he had been interested in law
enforcement since age 14. He came to the
United States as a youth and has lived all
over the country. “I settled on Montrose
for a reason,” he said, “it ticked all the
boxes for me.”

Adkin is originally from the United King-
dom as well, where his father was a police

officer. He moved to Houston, Texas in

2017, where he met and married his wife.
The couple honeymooned in Montrose.
“We decided we wanted to get out of the
big city...I just loved Montrose,” he said.
“The City just has a lot to offer...I wanted
to work for a smaller agency...l can’t see
myself living anywhere else.”

Born in Detroit, Schoemaker later moved
to Arizona where he spent most of his
childhood riding horses and packing hunt-
ers into remote areas. He served in the
Marine Corps, and he and his wife discov-
ered Montrose while driving through the
Rockies on their honeymoon. “We just
loved it. Everyone would wave at you as
you’re driving down the road...l just hope
to keep serving my community.”
“Fantastic,” Mayor Bynum said. “And
there’s some anecdotal evidence that
people do indeed fall in love with Mont-
rose when they’re on vacation and end up
moving here.”

City Manager Bill Bell introduced Part
Time Guest Services Assistant Cory Cavel-
lo, who is working as guest services assis-
tant at the Office of Business & Tourism.
“He’s been a great addition to the team,”
Bell said.

Originally from Connecticut, Cavello said
he took the job because it is part-time and
he is working to build a photography busi-
ness. “For me it’s an opportunity to...help

tourists or guests coming over here to find
places that they need to go...with my ex-
perience around the area over the past
five years | would really like to help other
people find where they need to be.”

Public Works Director Jim Scheid intro-
duced Aguilar, who served two tours in
the military and worked in the oil fields
before coming back to Montrose. “l was
able to join the City of Montrose and find
that work-life balance...I am in competi-
tion with nobody but myself, simply just
trying to be better than | was yesterday.”
Assistant City Manager Ann Morgenthaler
introduced Reis, who has not yet moved
to Montrose but is working remotely from
New York.

Reis was raised in upstate New York and
now lives in Manhattan. He has done his-
toric preservation work at Ellis Island. “...I
really miss all of the natural environment
and scenery that Manhattan doesn’t really
have to offer...l can’t wait to get out to
Colorado, hopefully next month.”
“Welcome to the team if not to Montrose
quite yet,” Bynum said, noting that she
toured the hospital at Ellis Island.
“Welcome, we’re glad to have you.”
GEYSER SYSTEMS UPDATE
Background-Information on the City of
Montrose web site notes that In February
of 2020, the City of Montrose partnered
with Geyser Technologies, which sells a
heated portable shower that uses less
than one gallon of water. Geyser Technol-
ogies launched the flagship product in all
240 REI Co-op locations in 2020. At the
time the company employed eight.

Per the agreement, Company founder
Jonathan Ballesteros agreed to move the
Geyser headquarters from Texas to Mont-
rose. In return the agreement with the
City of Montrose provided Geyser with
$155,000 of operating capital to be paid
back to the city through performance in
the way of job creation. Each time the
business created and maintained a job
meeting the minimum salary threshold of
$42,285 as set by Colorado’s Office of Eco-
nomic Development and International

Continued next pg
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Trade, the city agreed to forgive a portion
of the loan. In addition, the Office of Busi-
ness and Tourism would make $40,000
available to Geyser within the next five
years for marketing.

Geyser predicted 98 new manufacturing
and administrative jobs would be created
and maintained in the Montrose commu-
nity within six years.

City Manager Bill introduced the Dec. 14
update. “(Geyser) had come before the
City Council after working with some of us
at Colorado Outdoors and the URA...just
trying to promote their entrepreneurship
efforts to get their business started. They
had a great contract with REI...the City
decided to help with some job creation,
those types of incentives to get them
started, help them be successful here in
our community.”

For the next 30 minutes, Ballesteros pre-
sented a rambling monologue that provid-
ed no specifics as to jobs created or prod-
uct sales.

“We are altering the course of what is
possible for new businesses,” Ballesteros
said. “We’re becoming known as the lead-
ing innovators in water conservation.”
Still, the next year’s REI contract presents
challenges. “We’re currently growing be-
yond the limitations of our working capi-
tal...we’re going to have a hard time keep-
ing up and hiring with the growing de-
mand.”

Ballesteros said that some employees
were recently let go to avoid bankruptcy
but added that he foresees hiring a
“couple more” within the next year.

“In three years, | aim to have a campus
here in Montrose,” he announced, “We're
going to be exporting products that are
going to change the world.”

“Let’s just keep making good things hap-
pen together,” he said.

Ballesteros finally stopped speaking.

City Councilor Dave Bowman asked what
the company’s pay rate is and how many
employees the company currently has.
The pay ranges from $13.75 to $15 per
hour, the company now employs five.

“We did have more employees at a cer-
tain point...of course, circumstances re-
quire us to be versatile to ensure that
we’re not going to run our company to a
point of bankruptcy,” Ballesteros said,
noting that he helped one employee find a
job with “another business leader.”

“As a business leader if | can’t continue
employing someone, I’'m going to find an
employer here that she or he is a good
match for.

“l would say that’s an outstanding busi-
ness leader move,” Ballesteros said, add-
ing that he has not cut back on pay or
hours for the remaining employees de-
spite COVID-19. “...I am really inspired by
our team, manufacturing from their
homes.”

“We had a very challenging year this year,
and | would say we did a great job all
things considered,’ Ballesteros said.

Bowman said he had seen none of the
quarterly reports mandated in the con-
tract since April. “...We haven’t seen sec-
ond quarter figures, we haven’t seen third
quarter figures...you have certainly been
given money to get through the pandem-
ic, which | am sure is hard on every-
body...we do have some goals within the
contract. | notice you never mention the
contract.

“I hope within the allotted time that you
can fulfill the contract with the City of
Montrose,” Bowman said. He reminded
Bell that he had specifically asked to see
all quarterly reports.

Council asked Bell for documentation of
the performance metrics that Geyser is
expected to meet.

“It’s basically a forgivable loan,” Bell said.
“...It's the first time we’ve done it this
way, where we gave the money up front.”
He promised to send a copy of the agree-
ment with Geyser to Council and to touch
base with City Finance Director Shani
Wittenberg concerning the company’s
quarterly reports.

Bynum thanked Ballesteros for the up-
date. “...It's nice to circle back around and
see how the City’s investment is working

or not working, and how we can move
forward on that partnership.”
DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL POSTING
PLACES

City Clerk Lisa Del Piccolo said that the
Colorado Open Meetings Law requires the
annual designation of an official posting
place. She suggested the same posting
places as in prior years; items are posted
on the City’s web site as well as on the
two bulletin boards at City Hall, one out-
side and one in the entry way to City Hall.
GENERAL CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION
Bowman mentioned short-term rentals;
he said that he was on vacation the previ-
ous week and noticed a room tax on the
bill. “It sort of clicked in my mind, how are
we doing here in Montrose,” he said.

Bell said he would have updated numbers
at the next Council work session.
Councilor Dave Frank asked about the
spending of CARES ACT funds.

Bell said that he would present infor-
mation at the next work session. “We’re in
contact right now with all of the business-
es in Montrose that received loan funding
through our processes in early spring,”
Bell said, “and forgiving those.” Those
who have paid loans back will receive re-
funds.

Loan funds will be replenished Bell said,
and can be used to assist other business-
es. “That compounds our ability to help
small businesses in Montrose,” he said.
Bynum said the City would host a Small
Business webinar on Wednesday.
Bowman asked City Attorney Stephen
Alcorn a question. “Last week | sent you
an email letting you know my daughter
and her family own a home in Cobble
Creek, and | needed to know if this was a
conflict of interest that would prevent me
voting on this issue when it finally hits—if
it hits Council,” Bowman said. “Your an-
swer was ‘| would probably say yes be-
cause the public’s going to see it as such.”
Bowman expressed dissatisfaction with
Alcorn’s response. “...Got a little problem
with ‘probably’...how can Council get may-
be a better update on where we declare a

Continued next pg
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conflict of interest and when we don’t?
“...Your answer left me a little cold,” Bow-
man said. “It doesn’t give me much direc-
tion.”

Said Alcorn, “That’s because it’s up to you.
If you look at the charter, it says that you
will vote on all matters that come before
Council unless you have a conflict of inter-
est. In the last Charter update it also al-
lows you to recuse for the appearance of
impropriety. It’s up to you as a councilor
to make that determination.”

“So if | make the wrong decision does that
affect the City’s liability in any way?” Bow-
man asked.

Alcorn said that Bowman himself bears
the responsibility for his own decision.
“Excuse me?!” Bowman said. “So | should

get advice from my own lawyer? Now I'm
even more confused. Are you saying that
If I make the wrong decision the City
won’t represent me?”

Alcorn said, “No that is not what | said.
But | am saying it is your individual re-
sponsibility to make a determination. |
also don’t think getting legal advice in a
public forum is particularly the best way
to go.”

“That’s why | sent you an email,” Bowman
said.

“And | responded,” Alcorn said. “And it’s
going to be up to you to make a determi-
nation if you feel you need to recuse or
not. Would I? Yes. But that is me, and | am
not in the position you are in.”

Mayor Bynum asked Senior Planner Amy

Sharp for an update on the HUB at Mont-
rose Crossing project.

Sharp said the sketch plan review will go
before the Planning Commission Jan. 6,
2021 in an informal, non-binding,
meeting. The developer will then submit a
preliminary planned development applica-
tion and preliminary plat.

After further discussion, Alcorn advised
Council to avoid ex parte communications.
Mayor Bynum said she would like the City
to support early childhood education;
Councilor Frank said he would like to see
the City facilitate the COVID-19 testing
process. Bynum closed the work session
with a reminder of the regular Council
meeting scheduled for the following even-
ing, Dec. 15.
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WHAT'S AROUND THE BEND?

By Master Trooper Gary Cutler

| hope everyone has been enjoying the
holidays this year. It’s been a hard and
difficult year for a lot of people. With that
being said, people don’t need anything
else sad happening to them. The last
thing | want for anyone is to get that
knock on the door and being told a loved
one has been killed in a crash.

So, this time we are going to talk about
safety when it comes to curves. We have
a lot of them throughout the state so |
know everyone has experienced them, but
a lot of us are not doing it properly.

When approaching a curve, road signs
usually suggest we slow our speed. The
suggested speed you should slow down to
usually depends on how sharp the curve
is. But don’t just rely on signage to deter-

mine your speed. There are other factors
you need to look at. You should ask your-
self how familiar are you with the area,
how comfortable or skilled you are at driv-
ing, and what are the road conditions like.
Something | see a lot is when someone
navigates a curve and they wait until they
are in the curve before they apply the
brakes. This is not a safe way to negotiate
curves. If you need to slow, do it prior to
entering the curve and release them be-
fore the curve starts. When you apply
brakes in the curve you may cause the
vehicle to skid. This is particularly im-
portant during winter months. Whether
you are going too fast or you brake during
the curve, the area may have snow, ice, or
dirt on the surface causing the car to lose
traction and slide when hitting it. This can

be magnified when braking around the
curve. Look at how wide the lanes are, is
there a shoulder, what kind of traffic vol-
ume is on the road, is your field of view
restricted. Also, don’t hug the center line.
Give yourself room in case you or on-
coming traffic crosses it. Another reason
for going slower around curves is the un-
known. Is there an animal, cyclist, or de-
bris on the roadway just out of sight?
There could be a car going slower than
you or broken down ahead of you.

There may be times when you have to use
your brakes in a curve. If you do, try to
gently use the brakes and try to avoid
hard braking. Remember though, it’s
better to have finished the braking prior
to entering the curve.

As always, safe travels!


http://wingedpublications.com/authors/gail-marvel/
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DELTA COUNTY COVID-19 UPDATE

Special to the Mirror

DELTA-With the holidays upon us, it’s im-
portant that we all take personal responsi-
bility to do what we can to minimize the
spread of the COVID-19 in our communi-
ties, so as not to overwhelm our
healthcare system. For information on
Holiday guidance visit https://
covid19.colorado.gov/for-coloradans/
winter-holiday-tips; here are some tips
that can help keep not only you and yours
healthy, but those around you, as well as
our hardworking healthcare heroes:
-Only interact in-person with people from
your household (defined as those who
normally live and sleep under the same
roof).

-Refrain from traveling. Celebrate virtually
with the people who don’t live with you.
-Avoid crowded stores. Find local Delta
County businesses to support and have
your items delivered or pick them up
curbside.

-Wear a mask and keep your distance
whenever you do leave your home.

Delta County continues to see COVID-19
cases rise and as of Dec. 18, Delta County
is reporting 29 new positive cases for a
total of 1229 with 325 active and 884 re-
covered. We currently have 17 individuals
hospitalized. Sadly, Delta County Health
Department is reporting 3 additional
deaths this week bringing the total to 20;
we send our deepest condolences to each

family, and ask the community at large to
respect their privacy.

Delta County Memorial Hospital has be-
gun administering the first doses of the
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to frontline
healthcare workers per the State of Colo-
rado’s COVID-19 distribution plan, which
can be found here. There is a precise
rollout that has been predetermined; ad-
ditional information can be found
at covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine-faqg .
Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE) has informed
Delta County Health Department of one
additional outbreak site, Willow Tree Care
Center. For additional information on
outbreak sites in Delta County and
throughout Colorado, visit https://
covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-outbreak-
data. Asareminder, an outbreak is de-
fined as 2 positive cases at the same loca-
tion, within a 14 day period. A coordinat-
ed investigation team including Delta
County Public Health and CDPHE worked
to identify the positive cases, and immedi-
ately began contact tracing. According to
CDPHE guidelines, outbreak resolution is
defined as 28 days after the onset of
symptoms of the last case.

Mental Health Assistance:
We know that the holidays can be a par-
ticularly difficult time, and with the COVID
-19 pandemic, quarantining, and limiting
one’s time outside of their household, the

mental health of many individuals is truly
being tested in ways like never before. If
you feel depression, despair, anxiety,
grief, or hopelessness during this holiday
season, know that you are not alone.
There are many resources available to
help you get through this time. There are
many people who want to help, and many
things you can do to help you

cope. Please reach out to one of the fol-
lowing resources:

Center for Mental Health: 970-252-

6220 or text “Talk” to 38255

A KIDZ Clinic: 970-874-2753 or Text: 970-
901-0445

Families Plus: 970-874-0464 or Text: 970-
433-6835

Colorado Crisis Hotline: 844-493-TALK
(8255) or Text “Talk” to 38255

Delta County has two community test
sites: Delta County Health Department,
located at 255 W. 6th St., in Delta. Tests
are by appointment only Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday. Call 970-874-2172. You
can also get tested at North Fork EMS,
located at 110 E. Hotchkiss Avenue, in
Hotchkiss.

Appointments are Mondays and Wednes-
days only. Call for an appointment at 970-
778-7426.

For additional COVID-19 resources,

click here to see Delta County’s COVID-19
resource page and here for the State’s
COVID-10 resource page.


https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-coloradans/winter-holiday-tips
https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-coloradans/winter-holiday-tips
https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-coloradans/winter-holiday-tips
https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine
https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine-faq
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-outbreak-data
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-outbreak-data
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-outbreak-data
http://deltacounty.com/688/Coronavirus-19-COVID-19
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-dial
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DCMH FRONTLINE HEALTH CARE WORKERS MAKE HISTORY, FIRST
IN DELTA COUNTY TO RECEIVE COVID-19 VACCINE

Above and center, Gwen Eslinger, Surgical
Tech at Delta County Memorial Hospital,
prepares to receive the first COVID-19 vac-
cine in Delta County. Courtesy photos.

Special to the Mirror

DELTA — Frontline health care workers at
Delta County Memorial Hospital (DCMH)
made history Thursday morning, as the
first people in Delta County to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine.

It was an uplifting and festive moment
when Gwen Eslinger, a DCMH Surgical
Tech, received the first vaccine. Eslinger
was met with a room full of applause after
the vaccine was administered and ex-

pressed her relief and excitement at the
historic moment.

“I’'m glad [to have gotten the vaccine],”
said Eslinger. “It's been stressful for the
people that work [at DCMH], and it’s im-
portant that we get this done so that we
can stay here and take care of our pa-
tients. It means a lot to all of us and it’s
giving me hope.”

Eslinger was one of 175 frontline health
care workers at DCMH who signed up for
this first round of vaccines being adminis-
tered over the next week. Doctors, nurses,
respiratory therapists, environmental ser-
vice workers and and other medical units
dedicated to caring for COVID-19 were
among the staff that received the vaccine.
“This is an exciting day for DCMH,” said
Matt Heyn, CEO for DCMH, in a speech
before the first vaccine was given. “We
are one of the first hospitals on the West-
ern Slope that is able to offer this very
important vaccine so that we can start to
eradicate this pandemic and COVID-19.
Today we are starting our vaccination pro-
cess for our frontline employees, practi-
tioners and those who are in direct patient
care.” The first delivery of the Pfizer vac-
cine provided roughly 46,800 vaccine dos-
es to Coloradans and DCMH was allocated

Gwen Eslinger, Surgical Tech at Delta Coun-
ty Memorial Hospital, receives the first
COVID-19 vaccine in Delta County. Courtesy
photo.

330 doses of the vaccine. At mid-morning
on Wednesday, December 16, the vaccine
was delivered by the National Guard to
Cari Dillon, Director of Pharmacy for
DCMH. “The first thing | want to do is to
tell everyone here that has shown up over
the past year — thank you,” said Jean
Ceriani, Chairman for the DCMH Board of
Directors. “You are all my heroes; truly
you are. And | see this as the beginning of
the end of COVID as we know it. | am very
excited.”

In addition to hospital employees, DCMH
will be reaching out to non-DCMH medical
clinics and ambulances in Delta County to
administer vaccinations to their frontline
health care workers.
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MONTROSE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1J
PUBLISHES SEMESTER TWO INSTRUCTIONAL PLANS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-On Friday, Dec. 18, Montrose
County School District finalized instruc-
tional plans for the upcoming Jan. 5, 2021
start of the semester; a Matrix with details
is included in this release.

MCSD is committed to providing in-
person learning opportunities for all stu-
dents as much as is safely possible; part-
nering with Montrose County Public
Health (MCPH) and the Montrose County
Joint Information Center (JIC), the plan
was developed using Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE) updated guidance, factoring in
local public health conditions and Mont-
rose County’s present COVID-19 color dial
metrics into our decision making.
Information regarding in-person school
operations, instruction, school lunch, ath-
letics, and a range of other plan details are
differentiated based on the Orange and
Red COVID-19 dial metrics determined by
CDPHE.

Key considerations include the criteria
listed on Montrose County’s COVID-19
color dial found at https://
WWwWw.montrosecountyjic.com/covid-19-
data-dashboard/, updated daily (most
notably the percent positivity rate, cases
per County population, and hospital cen-
sus).

All MCSD elementary (grades PK-5) and
secondary schools (grades six through
twelve) will begin the semester in the
attached Red column, with the exception
of Olathe Middle High School (OMHS). In
order to move from the Red to Orange
columns, the JIC COVID-19 dial metrics
must remain consistent for a minimum of
two weeks. Starting January 5th, OMHS
will begin 100% in-person, all other sec-
ondary schools will remain in hybrid (with
increased in-person support for vulnerable
student populations), and all elementary
schools will continue 100% in-person. The
MCSD 100% Online program will continue
through the end of the school year.

Families with grade six through twelve
special education students, English Lan-
guage Learners (ELL), and students strug-
gling with in-home internet access should
expect to hear from secondary schools
during the week of January 5th, 2021 re-
garding increased in-person instructional
support.

Please continue to visit the MCSD COVID
School Dashboard located at
www.mcsd.org to view updated daily
numbers of COVID positive school individ-
uals and quarantine numbers by district
and site, along with the JIC dashboard for
updated color level metrics. These two
sites will drive the level of in-person oper-
ations at MCSD schools through the sec-
ond semester.

MCSD needs your help to move the dial
metrics from Red to Orange; stay safe by
wearing a mask, exercising social distance,
washing your hands, staying home if you
are sick, and taking viral precautions seri-
ously.


https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/covid-19-data-dashboard/
https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/covid-19-data-dashboard/
https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/covid-19-data-dashboard/
http://www.mcsd.org
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COLORADO AVALANCHE INFORMATION CENTER UPDATES

Special to the Mirror parked without any sign of Skier 1. Skier 2 backcountry skiers were reported overdue
MONTROSE-ACCIDENT SUMMARY-On Dec. and 3 snowmobiled to a place where they on the evening of Saturday, Dec. 19. The
18 A solo skier (Skier 1) was buried and could get a view of Skier 1's planned de- pair had planned to ski in an area locally
killed in an avalanche on the northeast scent route and they saw a fresh ava- known as the Battleship, southeast of
end of the Anthracite Range, in an area lanche. They skied up to the scene of the  Ophir Pass. In the dark from a helicopter,
locally referred to as Friendly Finish. On avalanche, and located Skier 1 with a rescuers could see a large avalanche and
the ridge prior to descending, Skier 1 transceiver search. They extricated Skier 1, ski tracks.

spoke with another group of two skiers but he tragically did not survive the event.  The two skier were later found buried in
(Skiers 2 and 3) about their respective Local volunteers and Crested Butte Search the avalanche debris. San Juan County
descent plans. and Rescue facilitated the recovery and Search and Rescue and other agencies
Skiers 2 and 3 completed their descent extrication. Our sincere condolences to all recovered the bodies on Dec. 20.

and returned to their parked snowmobile, the friends and family of the victim. Our sincere condolences to all the friends
only to find Skier 1's snowmobile still Accident Summary-PRELIMINARY: Two and family of the victims.

‘60 IN 60° CAMPAIGN HELPS PARTNERS WEST HELP YOUTH

Special to the Mirror

REGIONAL-Join Partners Mentoring to
help local kids. Sign up once to have a
monthly impact with the “60 in 60”
monthly giving campaign. Sign up today
by contacting Lisette@partners-
west.org.

Give the gift of change by donating in
another’s name and we’ll send them a
lovely card announcing their gift.
Partners Mentoring serves hundreds of
children in Delta, Montrose and Ouray
counties by providing oneto one mentor-
ing, life skills, and activities at no charge.
Our goal is to sign up 60 people in 60
days for the monthly giving campaign.
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LOCAL ARTIST SPOTLIGHT: WILLIS TOONS

Drevon Phaos at work. Photo by Paul
Arbogast.

By Paul Arbogast
MONTROSE-In a year where people have
been divided and forced to distance, | be-
lieve music and art are more important
than ever. These are things that bring
people together, and they are much need-
ed after all we have been through and
continue to go through this year and who
knows how much longer.

It occurred to me that it would be a good
thing to spotlight local artists from time to
time, to bring light to them and their
work, and allow the community to see and

Phaos with students. Photo by Paul Arbogast.

support them at a time where it is much
needed. This is my first spotlight and the
first artist is Drevon Phaos, of Willis Toons,

LLC.

Phaos said while he started drawing at
the age of five, “At the age of eight, my
parents gave me a book that changed my
life. It was a book of Boston Subway
Graffiti Art. The characters painted along-
side the lettering excited me.”

He landed in Montrose in the Summer of
2019. “I fell in love with the town immedi-
ately. | enjoy the landscape and the peo-
plein it. | would love to see more creative
avenues for creatives. We are in the be-

ginning stages of forming a monthly Crea-
tive Meet Up. This will be a place where
Montrose artists can gather and share
ideas, projects, processes and more. A
place where we can explore ways the arts
can help the families of Montrose. If you
would like to get involved email us

at willistoonsinaction@gmail.com ,” he
said.

Now in his 40’s, Phaos classifies himself as
a Modern Cartoon Artist. His influences
range from The Simpsons and Kim Possi-
ble to Andy Warhol and Salvador Dali,
embracing the colors, styles, and symbol-
isms of the 80’s and 90’s.

When asked about the importance of art
he said, “Art can heal hearts and bring joy.
| see a blank sheet of paper and pencils as
endless possibilities. It allows my imagina-
tion to run free. It gives the ability to com-
municate how | am feeling. It gives me a
way to escape. Art can also educate peo-
ple on how to problem solve in a creative
manner. Learn how to think outside the
box.” Phaos is the Founder and Lead
Artist of Willis Toons, LLC, who's mission is
to “Inspire Artist Impact.” He currently
teaches private art lessons at Precedence
Music Academy (512 E. Main Street), and
just launched a Patreon Art Membership
page dedicated to helping families in need
(https://www.patreon.com/willis_toons).
You can find his and other artists work on
his social media, @willistoons on Face-
book and Instagram, as well as contact
him via social media or call direct at 970-
234-8294.



mailto:willistoonsinaction@gmail.com
https://www.patreon.com/willis_toons
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: RECOGNITION
MONTROSE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL EMPLOYEE

RECOGNIZED AS HOSPITAL SUPERHERO

Megan McBrayer, Infection Preventionist at Montrose Memorial Hospital, has been named a
Colorado Hospital Superhero by the Colorado Hospital Association. Courtesy photo.

Special to Art & Sol

MONTROSE- Megan McBrayer, Infection
Preventionist at Montrose Memorial Hos-
pital, has been recognized by the Colorado
Hospital Association (CHA) as a Colorado
Hospital Superhero.

Montrose Memorial Hospital nominated
Megan McBrayer as its Colorado Hospital
Superhero for her key role in ensuring
Montrose Memorial Hospital maintains a
safe environment for the community, staff

and providers during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The nomination states, “Through
COVID, Megan McBrayer has tirelessly led
our organization...With a level head, focus
on best practice, and a listening ear, she
has earned the respect of her colleagues,
providers, the community and is highly
respected by all those who work with her.
Our organization and our community is
fortunate to have such a dedicated leader
guiding us through this time.”

With the Colorado Hospital Superhero
campaign, the CHA and American Sentinel
University (ASU) are honoring extraordi-
nary employees from hospitals around
Colorado for their efforts during the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has intro-
duced unimaginable challenges for health
care workers who have endured the brunt
of the pandemic from the beginning. This
recognition honors those individuals who
have gone above and beyond for their
patients and communities as Colorado
Hospital Superheroes. They have exhibited
superhero traits during these difficult
times, such as courage, a strong moral
code, a fighting spirit and mental tough-
ness.

“The employees at all of our hospitals
have stepped up in a big way to care for
our communities during this pandemic,”
said Chris Tholen, CHA president and CEO.
“We as Coloradans owe our hospital work-
ers a debt of gratitude, and through this
program, CHA hopes to convey a small
fraction of its appreciation for our super-
heroes on the front lines and behind the
scenes.”

As part of this recognition, each honoree
will receive a special gift from CHA and the
program sponsors ASU, Aya Healthcare
and Corvel. These superheroes will also be
entered into a drawing for a transferable,
full-tuition scholarship for an advanced
health care degree from ASU. CHA will be
honoring these superheroes at a virtual
appreciation event in early 2021. For a list
of honorees, visit the CHA website.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

TOY DRIVE FOR HAVEN FOSTER CARE KIDS

Special to the Mirror

MONTROSE-The 7th Judicial District Commu-
nity Corrections Board and clients of Ad-
vantage Treatment Centers raised $740 with
a Toy drive for Haven House foster kids to
help buy gifts. The Toy Drive also received
gifts totaling $350, for a grand total of
$1,090. Clients donated a total of $230 for
the gifts, wrapped them, and delivered them
to Haven House to be distributed to the kids.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

AG CONFERENCE GOES VIRTUAL

Based in Africa and New Mexico, keynote
speaker Allan Savory is an internationally
recognized farmer and change agent whose
paradigm shifting ideas on holistic manage-
ment have been implemented worldwide on
32 million acres. Courtesy photo.

Special to Art & Sol

REGIONAL-The Western Colorado Food
and Farm Forum is going virtual Jan. 22-
23, 2021.

Held online for the first time in its nine
year history, the forum will bring together
farmers, ranchers, and agricultural advo-
cates to benefit from networking and agri-
business workshops focused on innovative
soil, crop, livestock, and financial manage-
ment practices.

Live Q&A sessions, a film screening and
virtual happy hour continue the confer-
ence tradition of providing informal net-
working and dialogue opportunities. Spon-
sors and vendors will be showcased in
virtual rooms. Registration enables flexible
and long-term access to all workshops
recorded via the online platform.

Facing stress from ongoing drought condi-
tions, challenging labor issues, and the
need to adapt to the Covid crisis, the
theme of the 2021 Western Colorado
Food and Farm Forum is, “Ag Manage-
ment that Works: People, Place, Planet.”

The sessions highlight successful produc-
tion practices that focus on how agricul-
ture can be profitable and continue to
feed the world, while stewarding the
planet’s ecosystems. Farmers, ranchers,
ag-students, gardeners, and those inter-
ested in food issues will find sessions of
interest.

“We are using this year’s need to go virtu-
al as an opportunity to not only learn from
local and state experts but to also tap into
a couple of international speakers we
could not bring otherwise,” says confer-
ence chair Harrison Topp.

Based in Africa and New Mexico, keynote
speaker Allan Savory is an internationally
recognized farmer and change agent
whose paradigm shifting ideas on holistic
management have been implemented
worldwide on 32 million acres. He offers
hope for humanity by outlining how agri-
culture can shift from being a contributor
to climate change to playing a significant
role in combating it through food security
while regenerating communities, the envi-
ronment and economies. Savory received
the Buckminster Fuller Institute’s award
for work that has, “significant potential to
solve humanity’s most pressing prob-
lems,” and Australia’s International Bank-
sia award, “for the person doing the most
for the environment on a global scale.” His
keynote will address the crucial role holis-
tic decision-making plays in the produc-
tion of food through the complexity of
institutions, nature and economies.
Livestock producers can explore how to
increase stocking rates, profitability, soil
health and biodiversity even in drought
conditions, with lan Mitchell-Innes of
South Africa. He shares his years of experi-

ence in the session, “Utilizing Nature’s
Energy to Achieve Animal Performance.”
He describes how to efficiently use land
and nature’s solar panel to create diversi-
ty and stability in an operation.

Richard Perkins joins the conference from
59° N Sweden to share how key manage-
ment and financial strategies can be
profitable and debt free despite challeng-
ing economics, climate and regulations.
His session, “Making Small Farms Work”
details how sales, marketing, and a diver-
sified set of enterprises can be integrated
using key decision-making and financial
planning tools.

Additional sessions focus on soil health,
irrigation methods, dealing with climate
change impacts, seed issues, and a work-
shop on pollinators related to creating
regenerative food systems. ENGAGE and
the Valley Food Partnership invite partici-
pants to weigh in on exciting regional food
system developments.

The Rocky Mountain Farmers Union hosts
a panel discussion on the rise of heritage
grains and the cooperative grain supply
chain with special guest Liz Carlisle, author
of the Lentil Underground. For a complete
list of topics visit: foodfarmforum.org.
The Valley Food Partnership, CSU Exten-
sion, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, EN-
GAGE, the Valley Organic Growers Associ-
ation, Coldharbour Institute, and Shavano
Conservation District organize the confer-
ence collaboratively. Scholarships are
available by application to FFA, 4H, en-
rolled students, and beginning farmers
and ranchers through an application pro-
cess. To register please visit: foodfarm-
forum.org or call Amanda Laban, Event
Coordinator at (781) 264-1882.
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THE OTHER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS...

The Author, as a youth.

By Richard Harding
OLATHE-Being born in the mid 50's into a
large Catholic family was definitely an ex-
perience. | was number seven of eight,
and the baby of the family for four years,
accidents do happen!

My earliest memory of Christmas was a
year | got a shiny new fire truck from San-
ta, or so | thought at the time. A knock at
the door brought a different kind of sur-
prise. | must have been about 6 at the
time, my mother, holding my little broth-
er, answered a knock at the door. A lady,
holding a baby, and her husband were
welcomed into the living room.
| got a sister | never knew about for
Christmas, a brother-in-law, and to top it
all off, I'm an UNCLE!

Things were kind of normal for a couple
of years until a lady in church tapped my
mother on the shoulder one Sunday and
asked if she had ever considered putting
me in commercials. Next thing | knew |
was sitting in front of a camera just talking

to a nice man about all kinds of things. My
big brother had gone off to the Air Force
and all anybody could talk about was a
bunch of pigs in a bay someplace.

My big brother, John, he was my hero! He
was a football star and defended me
against three other sisters who were real-
ly, really mean! Christmas just wasn't the
same without him, but, that guy that |
talked to in front of the camera picked me
to be in a TV Commercial! | got to play
being a big brother in a family moving into
their new house with aluminum siding!
Anybody who is old enough to remember
when commercials were only played at
the beginning and ending of a TV show,
may remember; Alcoa Presents — The Ben
Casey Show. There | was, just 8 years old
and making more money than my father!
Well, one thing led to another, and, once
again, Christmas took on a whole new
meaning! Imagine getting every new toy
that Kenner Toys made just for playing
with it on camera. Seemed way better
than getting a sister, at the time, and | got
paid to do it, how crazy is that?

Doing commercials was kind of a regular
thing until one of my really, really mean
sisters hit me on the back of the head in a
swimming pool and broke my front tooth,
can't do commercials with a shiny silver
cap on my front tooth! Being back in
school with regular kids was kinda fun,
except for being teased for being a movie
star.

My freshman year of high school my fa-
ther had a heart attack and stroke on my

15" birthday, he died two weeks later.
This would forever change both my birth-
day and Christmas.

When my father was a little boy, his little
brother choked while stringing popcorn
for a Christmas tree. We never had pop-
corn on our tree, but dad always made
Christmas a big deal.

While searching for something to be able
to grasp onto in my later years, kids
grown, grandkids getting everything they
could ever dream of, | found that giving
was a whole lot more fun at Christmas
than receiving. | found an old recipe for
English Toffee a couple years back, made a
few batches and surprised some unex-
pecting friends.

Once again, one thing leads to another. |
connected with some friends from 45
years ago and surprised them with my
English Toffee. These folks don't want for
anything, their excitement filled my heart
with joy.

This year | also adopted a child and two
senior citizens for Christmas, oh, and by
the way, | went through two cases of
butter, 30 pounds of sugar, 20 pounds of
almonds and a bunch of chocolate just
supplying the various departments at Del-
ta Hospital and my other friends who have
come to expect a little something from me
at Christmas.

Giving, expecting nothing in return. Isn't
that kind of what God is all about? He
gave us his son that we celebrate at
Christmas, and practicing giving has given
me a whole new joy at Christmas!
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A FRESH POINT OF VIEW...WITH JACK SWITZER

SOMEWHERE, A BOT IS PLAYING MY CHRISTMAS PLAYSTATION 5

By Jack Switzer
MONTROSE-It had
just started getting
cold outside, and it
had yet to snow for
the first time, when
the newest genera-
tion gaming con-
sole, the PS5
(Playstation Five)
from Sony, dropped
in online stores across the globe. Friends,
family, and strangers alike all flocked to
their computers and web browsers to see
if they could get their hands on one for
themselves or as a gift for someone else.
Moments later, every single one of them
was disappointed. Universally, everyone
who hadn’t preordered a console months
before was met with an out of stock no-
tice, a mere few seconds after the online

Jack Switzer, 17.

drop. | was one of the many disappointed
people, and | couldn’t help but wonder
what made the stock fly away so fast.
Turns out, it wasn’t just the masses trying
to get their hands on this new video game
technology.

Technology itself wanted a piece of the
action too. Behind the scenes, scalpers
had been preparing in silence to use an
automated system of online bots to imme-
diately purchase every single ps5 world-
wide. Scalper groups that had once used
these bots to purchase new shoes, repur-
posed them to actively target these new
consoles so they could re-sell them for
nearly three times the price, if not more.
Ps5’s selling for $499 at retail price were
being re-sold for $1,500 a piece by scalp-
ers.

Still, this is not the first time in history
scalpers have mercilessly attacked online

retail sites with bots like this, it has been
going on for ten plus years, an eternal war
between scalper groups in which whoever
gets the most of a sought-after item wins.
These groups will spend hundreds, if not
thousands, of dollars on private internet
servers that are closer to the server of a
retailer website, so that their bots may
purchase the stock a mere one second
faster than the other scalpers.

The retailers themselves however, are
either doing very little to fight off these
bots, or flat out refuse to use their re-
sources to shut them out.

For example Walmart, who despite being
attacked online by people outraged by the
bots buying out the new ps5 console, ig-
nored the voices of the people and let the
bots do it a second time when the second
wave of consoles was dropped during
black Friday sales.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

CRAB CRACK 2020: STAY IN YOUR SHELL EDITION

Event Mascot Camy Crab delivers dinner to King Crab Sponsor Western Slope Orthopaedics. Courtesy photo.

Special to Art & Sol

MONTROSE-The Black Canyon Boys &
Girls Club (BCBGC) held its Sixth Annual
Crab Crack fundraiser, presented by Ele-
vate Internet, on Nov. 20, 2020.

The event this year, however, was the
first ever “Stay in your Shell” edition of
Crab Crack in order to adhere to COVID-19
social distancing restrictions. A “Stay in
your Shell” Crab Crack means the BCBGC
delivered a land and sea feast of crab,
shrimp, Andouille sausage, corn, potatoes,
and dessert with wine (with all the eating
supplies you could need) right to our
sponsors doors! That way sponsors could
enjoy a wonderful meal in a comfortable
and safe manner.

Thank you to all of our sponsors who
helped make this event a success: Pre-
senting Sponsor - Elevate Internet; King
Crab Sponsors - Timberline Bank, TEI Rock

Drills, Corks Fine Wines & Spirits, Next
Home Virtual-Shawn Carroll, Mike &
Phoebe Benziger, Montrose Oral Surgery
Dr. Cayo & Dr. Boisen, Western Slope Or-
thopaedics, and Academy Mortgage;
Snow Crab Sponsors - Polyone/Gordon
Composites, Think Sharp! Consulting,
Bank of Colorado, Alpine Bank, Wealth-
Source Partners-Bob Tesch, American
Family Insurance-The Dieter Agency, Ce-
dar Point Health, Stryker & Company Inc.,
and the City of Montrose.

Thank you to all those who helped behind
the scenes to make this unique Crab Crack
possible: The Liquor Store, Camp Robber,
Seattle Fish, Alexander Orthodontics,
Touch of Care, and Black Canyon Tickets.
All proceeds from the event went toward
operating expenses for the BCBGC.

For more information on the BCBGC,

please visit www.bcbgc.org.

Presenting Sponsor, Elevate Internet, mascot
Gigfoot delivers dinner to the home of King
Crab Sponsor Montrose Oral Surgery, Dr.
Cayo and Dr. Boisen. Courtesy photo.
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SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

ONGOING-

MONTROSE FARMERS’ MARKET is a weekly gath-
ering of vendors selling local fruit, vegetables,
meat, crafts, and more. Date and

time: Saturdays 10 am-1 pm, first three weeks of
November and December 2020, every other week-
end starting Jan. 9" 2021

Location: Montrose Centennial Plaza and Centenni-
al Meeting Room, 15-99 S Uncompahgre Ave,
Montrose, CO 81401

Cost: Free to attend

Curbside service is still available in the winter sea-
son!

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY-Every Wednesday be-
ginning Sept. 2, 2020, through April, 2021 - Com-
munity Bible Study live virtual meetings mornings
and evenings: gospel of John. Classes for women
and children. Call 720-635-0091 for more infor-
mation or to register.

MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month
Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month com-
mittee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of the month Business
meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn
conference room at Noon.

MONTHLY

Jan. 22-23-The Western Colorado Food and Farm
Forum is going virtual Jan. 22-23, 2021. To register
please visit: foodfarmforum.org or call Amanda
Laban, Event Coordinator at (781) 264-1882.
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At right, Deb captured this picture of a beautiful black and white
Northern Goshawk that was visiting her yard all week.

BY DEB REIMANN

At left, look closely... the 'skeleton crew' hang-
ing out near Ophir.
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