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CITIZEN QUESTIONS REPAYMENT OF MURA LOANS;  
BOARD MEMBER FRANK OBJECTS TO TAKING ON FINANCIAL RISK 

By Gail Marvel 
Background: The Montrose Urban Re-
newal Authority (MURA) was formed in 
late 2016 by a resolution of the Montrose 
City Council. Generally speaking, the MU-
RA Board oversees the Colorado Out-
doors Urban Renewal Area and adminis-
ters the Tax Increment Financing (TIF), 
the funding mechanism to finance public 
infrastructure in the MURA. The property, 
which covers 158 acres along the river 
corridor between the Justice Center on 
the north and West Main on the South, is 
being developed by the Dragoos’ Mayfly 
Outdoors.  
  The 10-member MURA board is made up 
of Montrose City Council (five members), 
City Manager Bill Bell (Executive Direc-
tor), Brad Hughes (Montrose County), 
Chair Tad Rowan (Montrose Fire Protec-
tion District), Gayle Johnson (Montrose 
County School District 

Range Development Kurt Soukup (center right) does not classify the 
Multi-Family Phase I Apartments as affordable housing, “But we 
are trying to bring the price down for employees here. It’s a mix of 
product. We’re looking at duplexes along the river, five or six differ-
ent types of mixes.” The apartments should be completed and 
ready to rent by mid-summer 2022. Photo by Gail Marvel. 

Continued pg 11 

DMEA AWARDS BUSINESS GRANTS @ ANNUAL MEETING 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE The hour-long Delta Montrose Electric 
Association (DMEA) Annual Meeting, a virtual 
event, was held on Thursday, June 17. All board 
members, acting Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Vir-
ginia Harman, and prominent staff participated. 
  In his opening remarks Board President Bill Patter-
son said, “We will make a formal vote [on candi-
dates] even though the elections are uncontested.” 
  The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance, an Invocation and the Quorum report. 
Board Secretary/Treasurer Brad Harding said, 
“There are at least 50 properly registered members 
[in attendance] and we have attained a quorum.” 
Peak attendance during the virtual meeting totaled 
149.  The three uncontested board candidates, Bill 
Patterson, Kyle Martinez and Chris Hauck, were 
introduced. Patterson said, “This is my final term. 
We have term limits.” 

The Fox Theater & Cascade Entertainment in Montrose 
was one of nine entities, out of approximately 80 appli-
cants, to receive a $5,000 grant from DMEA’s Powering 
Connections Business Grants. Fox Theater will use their 
$5,000 grant award for operating expenses, insurance 
and general expenses to stay in operation. 

Continued pg 18 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

HOTCHKISS IMPLEMENTS 
STAGE I FIRE RESTRICTIONS 

Special to the Mirror 
HOTCHKISS-Due to the drought and extremely 
dry conditions, The Town of Hotchkiss is imple-
menting Stage 1 Fire 
Ban restrictions effective June 18,2O2L 
THESE RESTRICTIONS WILL START IMMEDIATELY 
AND REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
The Stage L Restrictions prohibit the following 
activities in conjunction with the Town of Hotch-
kiss 
Ordinance 2018-04 
1) Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, 
campfire, coal or wood burning stove, 
any type of charcoal fueled broiler or open fire of 
any type in undeveloped areas, such 
as vacant lots or open space. 
2l Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or 
building, in a developed recreation site or 
while stopped in an area at least 3 feet in diame-
ter that is barren or cleared of all 
flammable vegetation. 
3) Using explosive materials: (i.e.: fireworks, 
blasting caps or any incendiary device which 
may result in the ignition of flammable material.) 
4l Welding, or operating an acetylene or other 
similar torch with open flame 
s) Operating or using any internal combustion 
engine without a spark arresting device 
properly installed, maintained and in effective 
working order. 
6) No agricultural burning of any type 

https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN FOR THE SECONDARY BIG GAME DRAW 

Special to the Mirror 
DENVER – Colorado hunters can now ap-
ply to draw a license in the Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife secondary big game draw. 
The secondary draw is officially live now 
that the annual primary big game draw 
results are posted.  
 The secondary draw is open to everyone, 
whether they applied for the primary 
draw or not. Most elk, deer, pronghorn 
and bear licenses not issued through the 
primary draw are now made available in 
the secondary draw. 
 The secondary draw gives hunters in-
creased opportunities to hunt in the state. 
The old leftover draw was only available 
to customers who participated in the pri-
mary draw, did not draw, and only offered 
deer and elk licenses. The secondary draw 
offers two more species: bear and prong-
horn licenses, in addition to deer and elk 
licenses. Youth hunters also have 100% 

preference in the secondary draw. The 
secondary draw processes all youth appli-
cation choices prior to processing adult 
choices. A hunt could be completely 
drawn by youth before the adult applica-
tion stage of the draw.  
 When can I apply? 
 The secondary draw application period 
began at midnight on June 16 and is open 
through 8 p.m. MST, on June 30. 
 A list of hunt codes eligible for the sec-
ondary draw is now posted online.  
 Any licenses remaining after the second-
ary draw as well as those which are eligi-
ble for public reissue (except for Ranching 
for Wildlife licenses) will be placed on the 
leftover list and available for purchase 
beginning at 9 a.m. MST on Aug. 3.  
 Applications for both the primary and 
secondary draws are only available online 
or by phone. 
 Identified "unsuccessful options" have 

been removed from the draw application 
process, and over-the-counter unlimited 
licenses will be available for purchase 
starting at 9 a.m. on Aug. 6.  
 What to know before you apply 
 The $7 resident and $9 nonresident appli-
cation fees apply per species for the sec-
ondary draw as well as the primary draw. 
Hunters can apply for the secondary big 
game draw without having applied for the 
primary big game draw and don’t use any 
preference points if they draw a license. 
 A qualifying license is required. Resident 
and nonresident hunters must purchase 
or have purchased one of the following: 
2021 annual spring turkey license 
2021 annual small game license 
2021 annual youth small game license 
Qualifying license valid for Colorado resi-
dents only include:   
2021 annual resident combination small 
game/fishing license 

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=b9e7d469e3&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=aa12f62101&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=aa12f62101&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=bac44f5c64&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=bac44f5c64&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=2b818f72a2&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=2b818f72a2&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=bfb4d52c56&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=4436488897&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=b71f0a5e0c&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=d0bdb378a5&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=ad6bc76b53&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=ad6bc76b53&e=4fd365833e
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
 It's not true that nearby residents are 
firmly against development in Hub's 
location. 
 At a 2018 meeting with them the de-
veloper described HUB as similar to 
adjacent Spruce Point. Spruce Point is 
predominantly single-family residenc-
es so most of those present were sup-
portive of the described HUB scope. 
 That sentiment turned into opposition 

when the project was quietly changed 
to a huge 500 apartment develop-
ment. At the Planning Commission 
HUB hearings on this proposed devel-
opment the commissioners recom-
mended reduction in its density, com-
pliance with the Comprehensive Plan 
and compatibility with the surround-
ing area. These were very reasonable 
with a very liberal density recommen-
dation of double that imposed upon 

Spruce Point (Ordinance 2021) to en-
sure Spruce Point compatibility with 
the surrounding area. Regardless of all 
this, if the developer reverts to what 
was originally told the community he 
would likely find some community 
support. It's ironic at best that the de-
veloper's proposed Wood's Crossing 
project is over 300 single-family 
homes, which includes some town-
houses. No apartments. 
 Unfortunately the developer has an-
nounced proceeding with a huge 
apartment development on the HUB 
site via a process that bypasses both 
Planning Commission and City Council 
approval processes. This "use by right" 
approach, combined with the removal 
of density and feathering guidelines in 
the revised Comprehensive Plan 
(Envision 2040), gives developers a 
green light to build just about anything 
anywhere in Montrose with little pro-
tection for current subdivisions.  
 This is a vivid example of how the 
Planning Commission and City Council 
can be made irrelevant regarding large 
project approval and city growth direc-
tion.  
That's totally unacceptable as we need 
them intimately involved. Please ask 
the City Council to limit the scope of 
"use by right" developments and also 
reinstate resident protections found in 
the 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  
Matt Goldasich, Montrose 

BIG DEVELOPMENTS WITHOUT CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL 

http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

FORMER RIDGWAY PHYSICIAN AGREES TO FORGO PRACTICING  
MEDICINE AND PAY PENALTY TO RESOLVE ALLEGATIONS THAT HE  

PRESCRIBED CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES WITHOUT A MEDICAL LICENSE 

US Attorney District of Colorado 
DENVER – Loren D. Sherwood, a former 
physician at Dave Sherwood Family Medi-
cine in Ridgway, Colorado, has agreed to 
forgo practicing medicine and pay a penal-
ty to resolve civil allegations that he un-
lawfully prescribed controlled substances 
without a medical license in violation of 
federal law. 
 Dr. Sherwood’s medical license with the 
State of Colorado expired on April 30, 
2017.  For nearly nine months after the 
expiration of his medical license, Dr. Sher-
wood continued to issue prescriptions for 
controlled substances.  The United States 
contends that this conduct violated the 
Controlled Substances Act, which allows 
only practitioners with a valid professional 
license to issue prescriptions of controlled 
substances.  The United States further 
contends that by prescribing controlled 
substances after his medical license had 
expired, Dr. Sherwood caused invalid 
claims for payment to be submitted to the 
federally funded Medicare Program, in 
violation of the False Claims Act.  

 Dr. Sherwood cooperated with the gov-
ernment’s investigation of the allega-
tions.  To resolve this matter, Dr. Sher-
wood has agreed to pay $21,000, over 
time.  If Dr. Sherwood fails to make timely 
payments under the terms of the agree-
ment, he will be liable for $40,000.  In 
addition, Dr. Sherwood has also agreed 
that he will not practice medicine again, 
will not in the future seek a medical li-
cense from Colorado or any other state, 
and will not in the future seek the rein-
statement of his Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (“DEA”) registration number, 
which has been retired.  
 “Ensuring that only licensed medical pro-
fessionals issue prescriptions for con-
trolled substances is critical to protect 
patients,” said Acting U.S. Attorney Matt 
Kirsch.  “It also helps reduce the illegal 
supply of opioids and other prescription 
drugs available for abuse.”     
 “The DEA continues its commitment to 
safeguard the public by investigating 
those who illegally prescribe controlled 
substances,” said Deanne Reuter, Special 

Agent in Charge, DEA Denver Field Divi-
sion. “I commend the tireless efforts of 
our Diversion Investigators to ensure that 
doctors and pharmacists in our communi-
ties are abiding by the laws and guidelines 
set forth for the safe prescribing of medi-
cations.” 
 “Violating protocols that are meant to 
protect patients and Federal health care 
programs can result in serious penalty 
that lasts indefinitely, as the outcome of 
this case proves,” stated Curt L. Muller, 
Special Agent in Charge with the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Office 
of Inspector General. “HHS-OIG regards 
patient safety and Medicare program in-
tegrity as top priorities as we work with 
our law enforcement partners to detect 
and deter fraud.” This matter was investi-
gated by the DEA’s Denver Field Division 
and the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Office of Inspector Gen-
eral.  This matter was handled by Assistant 
United States Attorney Andrea Wang on 
behalf of the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the District of Colorado.  

https://www.justice.gov/usao-co/pr/former-ridgway-physician-agrees-forgo-practicing-medicine-and-pay-penalty-resolve
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MMH EARLY BLOOD 
DRAW EVENTS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE- Montrose Memorial Hospital 
(MMH) has announced dates for its popu-
lar Early Blood Draw events. The dates are 
as follows: 
-Saturday, August 7 – 4H Event Center, 
Ridgway – 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
-Tuesday, August 10 through Friday, Au-
gust 13 – Montrose Pavilion – 6:30 a.m. – 
9:30 a.m. 
-Saturday, August 14 – Montrose Pavilion – 
Appointments only 6:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m. 
and walk-ins allowed from 8:30 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Offerings include HealthScreen 
(Chemistry) & Lipid Panel, Hemoglobin 
A1C, PSA for Prostate Health, Complete 
Blood Count (CBC), Vitamin D, Vitamin 
B12, Male Testosterone, Advanced Lipid & 
Heart Health Panel, and hsCardioCRP. Talk 
to your provider about which tests may be 
right for you. To provide for proper social 
distancing, this year’s events will not be 
featuring the Olathe or “Health Fair” event 
with informational booths and screenings. 
The public can expect those features to 
return to 2022’s Early Blood Draw & Health 
Fair events, which will take place August 
2022. This year’s events will also require 
registration to a greater degree, allowing 
for walk-ins at the Montrose events only 
on Saturday, August 14 between 8:30 a.m. 
and 10 a.m. Registration opens 12:00 a.m. 
midnight, the morning of Monday, June 21. 
Registration will be available online and by 
phone; more details to come. 
 www.MontroseHospital.com. 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

http://www.expresspros.com/
http://www.MontroseHospital.com
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PLEASE HELP FIND 

WENTWORTH! 

RIDGWAY-While visiting Ridgway State 
Park, Brighton Luke of Vermont lost a be-
loved and very important Teddy bear 
named Wentworth.  Luke dropped Went-
worth by accident on the swim beach area 
at Ridgway State Park during a time a lot of 
families were around and packing up for 
the day, he said, and by the time he went 
back a very short while later, Wentworth 
was gone. For the past eight years Went-
worth has been the mascot for a youth ski 
team that Luke coaches, and is beloved by 
all. “I had him with me here in Montrose 
because I take him everywhere I go so I can 
get cool pictures of him for the Wentworth 
calendar I make for the kids every Christ-
mas.”  
Read more about Wentworth here: 
 @wentworth_adventurebear https://
www.instagram.com/
wentworth_adventurebear/ you can also 
see lots of photos of him on story highlights 
labeled Wentworth on Luke’s Instagram 
page @brightonL https://
www.instagram.com/brightonl/ 

http://www.crashburger.com/
http://www.montrosehospital.com/
https://www.instagram.com/wentworth_adventurebear/
https://www.instagram.com/wentworth_adventurebear/
https://www.instagram.com/wentworth_adventurebear/
https://www.instagram.com/brightonl/
https://www.instagram.com/brightonl/


The Montrose Mirror  |  June 21, 2021 Page 11 

 

Continued next pg 

 

RE-1J) and Mark Plantz (Special Districts 
Representative). The six-member city con-
stituency hold the controlling interest and 
actions of the MURA Board.  
The Montrose Urban Renewal Authority 
(MURA) June 16, 2021 Meeting 
  For the June 16 meeting, with the excep-
tion of City Councilman Anthony Russo, all 
board members were present. A few 
members of the public were in attend-
ance; however, resident Jim Anderson was 
the only person to ask if he could address 
the board. 
  Board Chair Tad Rowan opened the 
meeting with introductions, the Pledge of 
Allegiance, roll call and approval of the 
minutes from the May 19, 2012 meeting.   
  Anderson was given five-minutes to ad-
dress the board and prior to his comments 
he passed out copies of his written ques-
tions/observations and a sample of what 
he described as a boilerplate promissory 
note. 
  Addressing the promissory note Ander-
son said, “I had an opposition attorney 
look at this for me. If the board has looked 
at this, they should be worried. There was 
[previous promissory note for] $800,000, 
now you’re looking at $1.3 million. Basi-
cally, it’s almost a cash payment. There is 
no payback to the water fund. It’s not se-
cured. All payments are applied to princi-
pal and interest. When and how is this 
going to be paid back? There are no terms 
and conditions. Where are the taxpayer 
protections? Can this be paid back? The 
MURA board has no assets. If you haven’t 
looked five or 10 years down the road, it’s 
over.” 
  Addressing what he described as a side-
bar issue, Anderson said, “The economic 
development trick. [Developers say] if you 
don’t give us what we want we’re going to 
go someplace else, or we’re going to leave 
and go to another property. Inexperienced 
people don’t know how to handle it. There 
is disrespect that is shown to our commu-
nity. There is disrespect to our employees 
and their families.”  
 Anderson’s five minutes expired. 
MURA SOUTHERN MULTI-FAMILY/PHASE 
I APARTMENTS HOUSING PROJECT - Pro-
ject Update - Kurt Soukup, Range Develop-

ment and Scott Murphy, City Engineer.  
  Soukup said, “These are very challenging 
times to go to the banks and price out the 
value of our loan. It was $12 million and 
now it’s about $15 million. The design 
submitted to the city is the most recent 
update.”  
  Referring to supply chain issues he said, 
“We are keeping the price as low as we 
can, but you order an air conditioner and 
it’s not there; you order a dishwasher, and 
it’s not there. July 15th we’ll start our foun-
dation, when the civil [engineering] work 
is completed by Scott. It will be 11-months 
of construction. We’ll be in them by May 
next year and renting in June, July and 
August.” 
  Soukup does not classify his apartments 
as affordable housing, “But we are trying 
to bring the price down for employees 
here. It’s a mix of product. We’re looking 
at duplexes along the river, five or six 
different types of mixes.” 
  With the increase construction cost, 
board member Brad Hughes asked Soukup 

about an increase in the cost of rent for 
one- and two-bedroom apartments. 
Soukup said, “We will be pricing that out. 
The cost changed dramatically since the 
rent study. We will have it priced out so it 
is fully occupied.” Hughes suggested it 
could be $1,300 a month for a one-
bedroom and $2,000 for a two-bedroom. 
Soukup said, “My model is near $1,600. 
Banks are funding us on these levels.” 
  Executive Director Bill Bell said, “Eleven 
hundred to $1,300 is what we were look-
ing at based on the income in our commu-
nity.” 
  Soukup referenced his developments in 
Georgetown and Woodland Park. He said, 
“In Georgetown we are full [occupancy] 
and there is a waiting list of 600 people.” 
  Anderson attempted to question the de-
veloper about the comparisons of 
Georgetown and Woodland Park to the 
Montrose community. MURA Chair Tad 
Rowan reminded Anderson that at that 
particular moment in the meeting, the 
discussion was just for the board, not for 

On June 16, 2021 the Montrose Urban Renewal Authority (MURA) held their monthly board 
meeting. Resident Jim Anderson (far left) addressed the board and expressed concern over 
the board’s consideration of a $1,367,000 loan for construction of horizontal site improve-
ments associated with the MUTRA Southern Multi-Family Phase I Apartments Housing Pro-
ject.  Photo by Gail Marvel. 

CITIZEN QUESTIONS REPAYMENT OF MURA LOANS; BOARD MEMBER FRANK 
OBJECTS TO TAKING ON FINANCIAL RISK From pg 1 



The Montrose Mirror   June 21, 2021 Page 12 

 

 

CITIZEN QUESTIONS REPAYMENT OF MURA LOANS; BOARD MEMBER 
FRANK OBJECTS TO TAKING ON FINANCIAL RISK From previous pg 

public comment. 
  City Engineer Scott Murphy used a photo 
PowerPoint presentation to update the 
board on the physical progress made on 
the project. He said, “COVID being COVID, 
we’ve had supply chain issues. We are still 
on schedule.” 
Consideration of Tax Increment Financing 
Promissory Note - Scott Murphy, City En-
gineer and William Bell, Executive Direc-
tor.  
  Addressing citizen Anderson’s comments 
at the beginning of the meeting, Bell said, 
“A promissory note is not a development 
agreement. Our agreement is 96 
[apartment] units will be completed by 
December 2023. That is the performance 
measurement. Today we are just talking 
about the promissory note. It is a different 
situation in the URA. Revenue is generat-
ed over time. You can’t say repayment will 
be done at a certain time. Housing is a loss 
[in revenue] for the URA; hotel and office 
space generate revenue.” 
  Bell expounded on the vision for housing. 
He said, “The City council felt we wanted 
to get involved in workforce housing in 
the URA. The second big [housing] project 
is the HUB. We are not [no longer] looking 
for more housing, but for more retail.” 
  Hughes said, “Why do we need to ap-
prove this now? The hotel needs to be 
successful. Why wouldn’t we wait until 
the hotel starts in late Spring? Why would-
n’t the developer pay and then we reim-
burse him?” 
  Bell explained the horizontal develop-
ment was approved in the past and this is 
just the promissory note.  
 He said, “The costs are starting now and 
the work is being done. This is already in 
the works.”  
  The board approved, “Tax Increment 
Financing Anticipatory Loan in the amount 
of $1,367,000.00 for construction of hori-
zontal site improvements associated with 
the MURA Southern Multi-Family Phase I 
Apartments Housing Project and based on 
the development agreement entered into 
on January 21, 2020 for the project.”  

GENERAL DISCUSSION RELATED TO MU-
RA FINANCING STRATEGIES - Executive 
Director William Bell. 
  Bell began by stating how the MURA pro-
ject was structured. He said, “We had six-
years of reserve funds in the water fund 
and we saw an opportunity to take money 
from Montrose for Montrose. Rather than 
go to an outside source and increase debt, 
we are loaning money to ourselves. This 
makes us a little unique. Other communi-
ties are [now] following our example and 
putting their county assessor on their 
boards.” Board member Brad Hughes is 
the elected Montrose County Assessor.  
  Bell continued, “The water fund surplus 
and a little general fund is what finances 
the project. The URA can float a bond, but 
you have to do a lot of analytics and all 
projects need to be ready to go. We had 
the ability, but now we are pretty tapped 
out in our water fund. We’d like to stop 
loaning money from the water fund. We 
[the city] are at a point we just can’t loan 
money.” 
  Bell explained a Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) program where the up-front money 
is on the developer. He said, “We were 
just getting started and we wanted our 
developers to put their money into verti-
cal development, rather than horizontal 
development [landscaping, roads, side-
walks]. 
  Board member Dave Frank said, “With 
Phase I and II we are fairly solid. There is 
more risk after that. We do not want to 
put ourselves at financial risk.” 
  Hughes said, “There are six projects listed 
in the next 16 months. I’m talking about 
the horizontal site improvements. To me 
this is a private property improvement. 
That’s your private improvement on your 
saleable property. There is too much risk.” 
  David Dragoo, Mayfly Outdoors, gave the 
board an update on the Wedge Brands/
Flex Industrial project.  
 He said, “It’s about 45 percent done. The 
second building has gone up. We are not 
immune to price increases. The Wedge 
project is 77,000 square feet. On July 22nd 

Colorado Yurt will have a groundbreaking 
and BBQ. It will be 12-14 months con-
struction. We’re on track.” Dragoo indicat-
ed he has been in contact with the hotel 
investors/builders and they will start as 
soon as they can get subcontractors.  
  Bringing the discussion back to future 
financing Frank said, “I would like to see 
three or four types of scenarios for repay-
ment on upcoming projects. 
  Dragoo said, “We would rather pay the 
city than a bonding company.” 
 Councilwoman Barbara Bynum said, “You 
can pay a ton of fees if you go out and 
borrow money.” 
 Hughes said, “There is a risk with water 
funds.” 
 Mark Plantz said, “A bonding company is 
not going to give it to us unless it is sound. 
There is some comfort there.” 
  Dragoo said, “There are a lot of ways to 
skin a cat. The county always gets paid 
[property tax] no matter what.” 
  Bell said, “We are in the fourth year of a 
25-year project, so I’m not too concerned. 
It’s a good return. I don’t get too worried 
when I look at it long range. With HUB the 
city is willing to help with workforce hous-
ing. It’s a 40-year payback. We want to 
take that risk. In the old comp plan 
[comprehensive plan] the developer has 
to pay their own way. They won’t pay. 
There is a lot of due diligence. We don’t 
just hand over our money.” 
  The board agreed to look at three or four 
types of financing strategies and for com-
parison, apply each one to the Colorado 
Mayfly Flex project.  
  At the conclusion of business Chair Tad 
Rowan ask for discussion on having public 
comment.  
 He said, “We don’t want to discourage 
public comment, but it’s not good to have 
the meeting disrupted. We need a good 
structure.”  
 The group agreed that in the future citi-
zens would have three-minutes for public 
comment on non-agenda items.  
  The next MURA meeting is scheduled for 
July 21, 2021.  
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IN THE AREA: 6.21.21-REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
Most Areas 
State 1 Fire Restrictions have been enact-
ed in most nearby areas.  Please confirm 
fire restrictions before outdoor burning of 
any type. 
Crested Butte 
The Town of Crested Butte has purchased 
the Ruby Bed & Breakfast for $2.3 million 
to be used as affordable housing for resi-
dents.  The Bed & Breakfast has six rooms. 
Durango 
A 38-foot RV towing a sedan became stuck 
on Lime Creek Road (from the north) and 
remained there for almost a week until it 
was able to be towed out.  The driver was 
attempting to access Lime Creek 
Campground.  This road is best for high 
clearance vehicles without anything in 
tow. 
Lake City 
Engineer Pass and Cinnamon Pass are 
open for the year.  Please confirm you 
have proper equipment before navigating 
these routes. 
Paonia 
The BLM Uncompahgre Field Office has 

begun pre-scoping to consider the formal-
izing of the mountain bike trail network on 
Jumbo Mountain.  The BLM is looking to 
participate in the collaborative process 
with the public.  More information is at 
http://ow.ly/F00G50F9QWg. 
Silverton 
On May 18 the Town of Silverton adopted 
an Ordinance that prohibits OHVs on 
streets, alleys and rights of way within 
Silverton.  This was to be effective June 20. 
However, on June 8 a Referendum for the 
ordinance was found sufficient by the 
Town of Silverton Clerk.   
 The ban will not be in effect this year and 
Silverton is working to provide better sign-
age/routing for OHVs in town which in-
cludes the blue stripe down the main drag 
of Greene Street.  
 The popular hiking trail of Ice Lakes and 
Island Lake is closed until late September 
due to last fall’s fire.  No access is allowed 
to the Ice Lakes Trail, South Mineral 
Campground, or Clear Lake. 
Telluride 
Last year the city of Telluride converted 

Colorado Avenue through Downtown into 
a one-way street with the other lanes of 
traffic to be used for communal outdoor 
dining to help their restaurants during the 
Covid Pandemic.  This year they have 
modified the outdoor dining.  The restau-
rants on the main drag are all eligible for 
outdoor parklets.   
 Each restaurant paid for and built their 
parklet while the city of Telluride did not 
require any permits. 

The Town of Crested Butte has purchased the 
Ruby Bed & Breakfast for $2.3 million to be 
used as affordable housing for residents.  The 
Bed & Breakfast has six rooms. Courtesy 
photo. 

http://ow.ly/F00G50F9QWg?fbclid=IwAR1k3CXzHUGVsgx69Ijn2sLdMWT25oZjXsa-VyPAvrZ9gsOfyANJMwvOCNs
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADO SHOOTING RANGE DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS FUND SIX SHOOTING RANGES 

Special to the Mirror 
DENVER – Colorado Parks and Wildlife has 
awarded $1,538,733 to six shooting rang-
es across Colorado through the agency’s 
Shooting Range Development Grant Pro-
gram (SRDG).  
 The funds will go toward developing new 
shooting ranges and to upgrade existing 
ranges. 
 SRDG supports the establishment, im-
provement and expansion of safe shooting 
facilities in Colorado and is one of the larg-
est shooting range programs in the nation. 
Since 2010, SRDG has awarded more than 
$6.3 million in funding toward 75 shooting 
and archery projects across Colorado. 
 The program's funds come from federal 
excise taxes generated by the sale of 
hunting and shooting equipment, in addi-
tion to funds generated through donations 
made through specialty hunting and fish-
ing license plates.  
 Local partners in the projects also commit 
at least 25 percent in matching funds for 
project work. 
 Each year, SRDG maximizes its impact by 
providing matching grants to towns, coun-
ties, outdoor recreation organizations, 
shooting clubs, parks and recreation de-
partments and others.  
 These projects establish, improve or ex-
pand shooting ranges and shooting areas - 

including archery ranges - throughout the 
state. The six projects approved for fund-
ing this year include more than $750,000 
in local matching funds. 
 CPW’s SRDG coordinator Jim Guthrie said, 
“We’re investing sportsperson dollars into 
shooting range facilities, plus really lever-
aging those dollars. And with Colorado’s 
growing population, the need for safe, 
accessible ranges continues to rise. The 
SRDG program is a critical program to help 
meet that demand.” 
 Guthrie said there are some particularly 
noteworthy projects funded this year, 
including construction of a new public 
range adjacent to the Boulder Rifle Club 
and a new range just west of Idaho 
Springs. “Finding sites for shooting ranges 
is always a challenge. Both ranges are re-
markable opportunities for recreational 
shooters in the Denver metro area.”  
 Boulder Rifle Club 
 CPW Area Wildlife Manager Jason Du-
etsch said the Boulder Rifle Club grant 
“will fund the initial construction of a new 
range to build out and provide more pub-
lic opportunity in the future. It’s the Boul-
der Rifle Club and Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife working together with Boulder 
County to provide more opportunities for 
Front Range shooters to go practice with 
their firearms in a safe, organized setting. 
And it will be a major facility to alleviate 
some of the impact of shooting currently 
occurring on heavily used U.S. Forest Ser-
vice property in the area.” 
Clear Creek County Shooting Range 
CPW Area Wildlife Manager Mark Lamb 
said Clear Creek County will develop an 
existing shooting range next to the county 
fairgrounds.  
 “The range will include 100-yard, 50-yard 
and 25-yard ranges, providing opportuni-
ties for a variety of shooters, including 
hunters keeping their accuracy and skills 
good for the fall,” he said. Gilpin County is 
also a major partner in the project.  

 Shooting sports make an economic im-
pact. 
 In the United States, the economic impact 
of the sporting arms and ammunition in-
dustry totals more than $42 billion and 
creates more than 263,000 jobs.  
 The Pittman-Robertson excise tax manu-
facturers pay on the products they sell is a 
major source of wildlife conservation 
funding in Colorado and nationwide. Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife directs a portion of 
its Pittman-Robertson funding to the 
shooting range program.  
 Additional funding is provided through 
annual voluntary registration fees on spe-
cialty “hunting and fishing” license plates.  
Shooting Range Development Grants 
awarded in 2021 include: 
Southeast Region 
Pikes Peak Gun Club, Colorado Springs 
Bunker trap machines, sporting clays elec-
tronic controller, shelters, access road 
improvements 
$144,700 
Gold Camp Shooting Sports Center, Teller 
County 
Berm improvements on 25-yard range, 
road and fire mitigation work 
$59,062 
Northeast Region 
Logan County Shooting Range, Sterling 
Shade shelters and firing lines on 300-yard 
range 
$70,500 
Boulder Rifle Club 
Construction of new 25, 50 and 100-yard 
ranges 
$375,000 
Clear Creek County Range, Idaho Springs 
Development of a new public range, in-
cluding 45 shooting lanes, berm safety 
improvements and erosion control and a 
range building.    
$860,000 
Southwest Region 
Delta Trap Club 
Electrical 

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=b37581e464&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=b37581e464&e=4fd365833e
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
The For the People Act, also known as HR1 
and S1, will improve our democracy by 
making our election system more free, 
fair, and accessible to all Americans. This 
legislation will restore the Voting Rights 
Act, provide automatic voter registration 
and same day registration, eliminate dark 
money in our elections, end gerrymander-
ing, and restore transparency in our gov-
ernment. League of Women Voters of the 
Uncompahgre Valley (LWVUV, former of 

Montrose County) joins with organizations 
and businesses around the country in our 
enthusiastic support of the For the People 
Act. 
  We are fortunate to live in Colorado 
where we have easy access for voter reg-
istration and voting. Our County Clerks in 
Delta, Montrose, and Ouray ensure we 
have secure elections. Thanks to the pas-
sage of Amendments Y and Z to the State 
Constitution in 2018 we have independent 
redistricting committees currently deline-

ating Congressional and State legislative 
districts. As an organization with a mission 
of empowering voters and defending de-
mocracy, the LWVUV is proud to support 
legislation that does the same. 
 The US House passed the For the People 
Act in early March. The LWVUV thanks 
Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper for 
being cosponsors and calls upon Repre-
sentative Boebert to support this trans-
formative bill. The For the People Act puts 
the power of our elections back in the 
hands of the American people. It deserves 
support from all members of Congress. 
Call your Representative and Senators and 
tell them how important this package of 
reforms is to the future of our democracy. 
Urge them to hold a Senate hearing on 
the For the People Act. Insist they show 
their dedication to the freedom to vote 
and vote in favor of the For the People 
Act. 
 This legislation enshrines into law what all 
Americans know: that everyone deserves 
an equal voice in our democracy. The For 
the People Act is a huge step forward for 
democracy, one that the LWVUV strongly 
supports. 
 The LWVUV, serving Delta, Montrose, and 
Ouray counties, is a member of the LWV 
of Colorado and the LWV of the United 
States. The LWV is a nonpartisan, political 
organization that encourages informed 
and active participation in government 
and influences public policy through edu-
cation and advocacy.  The League does 
not support or oppose any candidates or 
political parties. Freedom to vote is a non-
partisan issue. 
Thank you, 
Carol Howe, 
Vice-President, League of Women Voters 
of the Uncompahgre Valley  

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT WILL IMPROVE OUR DEMOCRACY 
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DMEA AWARDS BUSINESS GRANTS @ ANNUAL MEETING From pg 1 

  DMEA Attorney Jeff Hurd conducted the 
election. Hurd said, “Like last year, for the 
second year in a row, all seats were un-
contested.” One hundred nine registered 
members voted online, with 92 percent 
attendees voting “yes” and eight percent 
“abstaining.”  
President’s Report 
Patterson voiced appreciation for the 
work of the DMEA employees, the staff, 
and his fellow board members. Patterson 
highlighted the co-op’s accomplishments 
over the last year, as well as the continued 
growth in Elevate. Patterson said, “We do 
not anticipate a [DMEA] rate increase in 
2022.” 
CEO Report 
 Acting CEO Harman said, “We’re looking 
forward to getting back to in-person 
[annual] meetings. We have 29,038 mem-
bers and 103 employees. We really appre-
ciate our Operation Engineering Team. 
Thirty-four percent of all DMEA outages 
are caused by trees. This year 488 trees 
were removed and 1,187 were trimmed. 
Twenty percent of our outages are related 
to vehicles, cars hitting poles or snagging a 

line.” 
Powering Connections Business Grant 
Recipients 
  Previously DMEA budgeted approximate-
ly $30,000 for an in-person annual 
meeting. However, because of the uncer-
tainty of COVID, it was decided to contin-
ue with a virtual meeting for 2021. Com-
munications and Marketing Manager 
Becky Mashburn introduced the Powering 
Connections Business Grant Recipients. 
She said, “We were trying to find a way to 
support the community with the annual 
meeting budget.”  
  The grants were awarded to deserving 
businesses hit hard by the pandemic. 
More than 80 applications were submitted 
and from those applications nine area 
entities were selected to receive grant 
awards totaling $35,000. 
-Creative Corner, Montrose - $3,000 
-Olathe True Value Hardware Olathe -
$3,000  
-Paonia Laundromat, Paonia - $3,000  
-Fox Theater & Cascade Entertainment, 
Montrose - $5,000  
-Black Canyon Motel, Montrose - $5,000  

-Guru’s Restaurant, Montrose - $5,000  
-Surface Creek Valley Historical Society,  
-Pioneer Town, Cedaredge - $3,000 - 
-Ollie’s Ice Cream, Paonia - $3,000  
-Ladybugs Daycare, Montrose - $5,000  
Member Comments: 
 The DMEA staff and Board of Directors 
fielded 18 member comments submitted 
online. Questions ranged from wanting to 
know what percentage of power from coal 
generation was purchased by Guzman, to 
the Elevate build-out area and how soon it 
will reach underserved areas.  
Door Prize Winners 
DMEA concluded the meeting by giving 
out more than $3,000 in gift cards to local 
businesses as door prizes. Names were 
drawn from members who registered for 
the meeting. The winners will receive their 
gift cards in the mail.  
Future Meetings 
 At 2 p.m. on June 22 there will be an Or-
ganizational Meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors (election of officers). Following the 
Organizational Meeting, at 3 p.m., the 
Board will hold their Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Directors.  

http://www.970vip.com/
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MOBILE HOME PARKS MAY GET A REFRESH 

Mirror staff report 
Photo by Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-One of Montrose’s oldest mobile home communities, the San Juan Mobile Home Park, above, is one of several local parks that 
may soon find new life thanks to new ownership. The City of Montrose Planning Commission Agenda of June 9 included an application to re-
build, repair, replace, and reconfigure three mobile home parks (Cottonwood Mobile Home Park, San Juan Mobile Home Park, and Green Acres 
Mobile Home Park) to create additional residential units and improve public health and safety for existing and future residents. The proposal, 
which is expected to come before City Council in coming weeks, could bring big changes to the uptown neighborhood. 

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3755
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AERIAL FIREFIGHTING COMPANY HOPES TO MOVE HQ TO MONTROSE 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-On Monday, June 14, 2021, 
Atlantic Aviation was the site for a three-
hour meet and greet for CO Fire Aviation. 
Local leaders, pilots and elected officials 
turned out to meet co-owners Kyle Scott 
and Chris Doyle and to learn about their 
vision for expanding CO Fire Aviation. The 
aerial firefighting company hopes to move 
their headquarters from Fort Morgan, CO 
to Montrose.    
  Founded in 2014, the stated mission of 
CO Fire Aviation is, “To always provide our 
customers with the most effective, effi-
cient, professional, and safe aerial fire-
fighting service possible.” 
  CO Fire Aviation is a Colorado company 
that engages in wildland fire suppression 
operations in high-risk and unpredictable 
environments. The company embraces the 
four components of a Safety Management 
System (SMS) — policy, risk management, 
assurance, and promotion. 
    For this economic development oppor-
tunity, Montrose Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) is the point of con-
tact. Since last year MEDC has worked 
with the aerial firefighting company and in 
turn, MEDC is working with the Montrose 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to 
make the relocation to Montrose a reality. 
MEDC Executive Director Sandy Head said, 
“This would be an amazing asset for our 
region!” 
  When asked about community support 
given to CO Fire Aviation, firefighting com-
pany co-owner Kyle Scott said, “The com-
munity is very accommodating and Sandy 
[MEDC] is encouraging. They keeping 
things moving and we are making good 
contacts.”  
  When asked if any State, county or city 
incentives have been offered, Scott said, 
“Not that we know of yet. We could be 
anywhere in Colorado and Fort Morgan 
would like to keep us, but we are out of 
space there. If we stayed, we would have 
to build [hangars].” 
  According to MEDC data, the job impact 
for Montrose is 30 – 40 jobs and within 
five years the potential for 92 employees. 
The payroll impact for 40 jobs, with the 
average salary of $71,000, is $2,840,000.  
  The site under consideration for the relo-

cation of CO Fire Aviation is the former Jet 
Away building. The property, located in 
the Aerospace Research Park, has airplane 
hangars and was granted irrevocable air-
port access in perpetuity. However, the 
property has been denied airport access 
for the last 12 years.  
   CO Fire Aviation co-owner Chris Doyle 
said, “The property is a good fit for us and 
we can fill up the hangar space portion 
now, but we are still expanding. I can see 
the possibility of building another hangar. 
Moving forward there are no major road-
blocks, but there are a few things to work 
through. Being on the Western Slope puts 
us closer to where our planes work. It’s a 
good central location. We are motivated 
to move, so that is not an obstacle.”  
  Meeting attendee Mike Anderson, retired 
Boeing VP and Navy F-18 Fighter Pilot, 
said, “This capability is badly needed on 
the Western Slope. Montrose is the per-
fect site. Landowners will feel more com-
fortable with fire season happening more 
frequently. What it brings to Montrose is 
another business and it should not be ig-
nored by the county or the city.”  
  A Montrose resident since 1961 and re-

tired pilot, Tim Heavers said, “We need to 
support this. The last five years we have 
had local [firefighting] training in our area. 
This organization supports that. It’s a great 
opportunity to utilize the facility that has 
been setting empty all these years. The 
projection of 35 [new] workers is a big 
impact. I hope the county will support it.” 
During the meet and greet Heavers, a 
member of the Montrose County Airport 
Advisory Board, served in the capacity of 
airport security. Elected officials who 
attended the event included Colorado 
State Senator Don Coram, Colorado House 
of Representatives Marc Catlin and Mont-
rose County Commissioner Sue Hanson.  
  Once there is a clear path for CO Fire 
Aviation to relocate to Montrose, the tran-
sition would have to work around the de-
mands on the organization. Scott said, 
“Summer would be a better time to move, 
but that depends on demands [fires].” 
Currently the organization has 42 employ-
ees. Scott said, “They come from all over 
the country to work during the fire season. 
We will have six or seven families that will 
move here, but we will also hire some 
locals.” 

Colorado House of Representatives Marc Catlin meets with CO Fire Aviation co-owner Kyle 
Scott. Photo by Gail Marvel. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

REGISTERED VOTERS FROM ALL PARTIES SHOULD  
BE CONCERNED ABOUT SECRETARY OF STATE’S RULING 

Editor, 
On Thursday June 17th, Colorado Secretary 
of State Jena Griswold issued a message 
on her Twitter account stating “My office 
has just issued rules prohibiting sham 
election audits in the State of Colora-
do.  We will not risk the state’s election 
security nor perpetuate The Big 
Lie.  Fraudits (her spelling) have no place 
in Colorado.” She has gone on to state in 
an official press release that “Colorado’s 
elections are considered the safest in the 
nation.” Registered voters from all parties 
should be concerned with her ruling given 
the number of states whose election re-
sults have been called into question since 
November 3, 2020.  If Colorado’s election 
procedures and reporting are safe, secure 

and beyond reproach, then one would 
expect that she would welcome any 
chance to prove it so. One needs to ask 
what prompts her decision to issue this 
ruling at this time, and is this ruling in the 
best interest of the citizens of Colorado?   
 Is her ruling even constitutional? Is there 
something to hide? And here’s a question 
we should all be asking our elected offi-
cials at the state level to gain a better un-
derstanding of how our system works - 
why does one person have the power to 
adopt emergency rules for voting systems 
without going through our legislature? 
 Taxpayers and business owners are fully 
subject to many types of audits by the 
State of Colorado – sales tax audits, unem-
ployment audits, income tax audits, etc.   

 Why should this state agency be exempt 
from an audit which could verify her as-
sertion that “Colorado’s elections are con-
sidered the safest in the nation?” I am 
inclined to believe that most taxpayers 
would consider any audit costs to be a 
worthy expenditure of their hard-earned 
tax dollars. 
 This is not a partisan issue - the continua-
tion of our Republic ultimately lies in the 
integrity of each state’s election results 
and we need to make sure that Colorado 
is counting every legal vote correctly.  
 In a quote often credited to Joseph Stalin, 
“Those who vote decide nothing.  Those 
who count the vote decide everything.” 
Sincerely, 
Lois Hogan, Montrose 

mailto:twylarighter@gmail.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Montrose City Council,  
Some in the Montrose community may 
believe that the neighbors near the HUB 
project, including Cobble Creek, Spruce 
Point, Chipeta Drive and Chipeta Point, are 
against any development in that area. 
That is simply not true. 
 The majority of those residents were will-
ing to support the developers original vi-
sion for the HUB project. That vision, as 
was specifically spelled out by the devel-
oper in a meeting held 2018 with nearby 
residents, was that his development 
would be similar to the existing and adja-
cent Spruce Point neighborhood. The 
Spruce Point neighborhood is currently 
low density single family residences.  
 The developer subsequently and totally 
changed plans to a high density, 500 
apartment planned development, without 
ever having a  conversation with the 
neighbors. Those revised plans were re-
viewed by the city's Planning Commission 
which recommended substantial reduc-
tion in his proposed density plans and that 
it also be in compliance with the Compre-
hensive Plan and be compatible with the 
surrounding area. When Spruce Point was 
approved by the City and is zoned the 
same as the HUB project, the city required 
Spruce Point to have a density of 1/4 of 
what the HUB is proposing.  
 Before the city council could hear the 
Planning Commission's recommendations, 
the developer pulled his application and 
informed the city that he was going to 
pursue a high density apartment complex 
under a process that does not allow for 
review by the either the Planning Commis-

sion or City Council. Does anyone in Mont-
rose believe that a development should 
NOT be reviewed by the Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council? 
 If the developer goes back to what he had 
originally told the community, I believe he 

would find substantial community sup-
port.  
 The Montrose community must have a 
say in development projects and how they 
meet the community's desires. 
Mike Weber, Montrose 

COMMUNITY MUST HAVE A SAY IN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
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Continued next pg 

MORE PARKING NEEDED AT AIRPORT, PLANNING & 
 DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR DISCLOSES LOT PURCHASE 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-The Montrose Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners (BOCC) convened for a 
regular meeting on Wednesday, June 16. 
All commissioners were present; BOCC 
Chair Sue Hansen welcomed all to the 
session and opened the meeting. “We will 
start with the invocation.” 
 Pastor Buddy Cook of 1st Church of the 
Nazarene delivered the invocation and 
prayed on behalf of the commissioners 
and staff. Cook prayed for Interim County 
Manager Jon Waschbusch as well, and for 
firefighters. “I pray that you would just 
strengthen him and give him wisdom, may 
he just fulfill in all regard for whatever 
thing you need him to do...be with our 
firefighters as they work out in the West-
ern part of the county, protect them and 
keep them safe. 
 “Keep our county safe this summer from 
any fires that might come this way.” 
Commissioner Roger Rash led all in saying 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
INTERIM COUNTY MANAGER 
Waschbusch had no changes to the 
meeting agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioners voted unanimously to ap-
prove Consent Agenda items, with Resolu-
tion No. 24-2021 assigned to item 14, re-
garding the County accepting the mainte-
nance of 0.10 miles of 6720 Road.  
GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ITEMS 
Airport Manager Lloyd Arnold presented 
for approval the Eighth Amendment to the 
On-Call Aviation Engineering Services 
Agreement entered into Nov. 21, 2018 
with Jacobs Engineering Group for design 
and bidding services for long term and 
rental car parking lots, an unbudgeted 
expense in the amount of $134,830. 
 BOCC Vice Chair Keith Caddy asked Ar-
nold to provide information on the need 
for additional parking at Montrose Region-
al Airport. 
 “This is before you today because of the 
very positive problem we’re having,” Ar-
nold said, noting that the Airport has re-
covered and surpassed post-COVID expec-

tations. 
 There were 23,789 enplanements in 
March, Arnold said, making that the sec-
ond-best month in the history of the air-
port, Arnold said. In April there were 
10,092, making it the best April in the his-
tory of the airport, and in May there were 
7, 037 enplanements, making it the best 
May in the history of the airport. To date 
in 2021 the airport has had 74,185 en-
planements and is on pace to hit the 
159,354 enplanements that took place in 
2019. “We are processing about 320,000 
people through our terminal...with that 
we need additional parking,” Arnold said. 
“We are having this issue where we are 
recovering much quicker than was antici-
pated.” 
 “That’s a good problem to have,” Com-
missioner Roger Rash said. “Thank you for 
all the work you and your staff have 
done...this is a much-needed addition out 
there.” 
 The BOCC voted unanimously to approve 
the Eighth Amendment to the On-Call Avi-
ation Engineering Services Agreement 
entered into Nov. 21, 2018 with Jacobs 

Engineering Group for design and bidding 
services for long term and rental car park-
ing lots. 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Planner Tallmadge Richmond presented 
the Pomeroy Minor Subdivision proposal 
to divide a 12-acre lot into two lots at 
6063 5600 Road, which was approved 
unanimously. 
 Also approved were: 
 the Comstock Minor Subdivision and 
Boundary Line Adjustment proposal to 
divide a 35.710 parcel into three lots and 
adjust a boundary between existing lots 
at  21591 Highway 550; 
 the Mosqueda Minor Subdivision pro-
posal to divide an 8.592-acre lot into three 
lots at Parcel: 372303400036, 6000 Road 
& Dalia Road; 
the Twin Pine Minor Subdivision [MI21-
008 proposal to divide three lots from a 
104.890-acre parcel at Parcel: 
376534101002, 6000 Road & Spring Creek 
Road; 
 the Zacatecas Minor Subdivision & 
Boundary Line Adjustment proposal to 
divide a 18.02-acre lot into three lots at 

At the regular BOCC meeting of June 16, Montrose County Planning & Development Director 
Steve White, above, disclosed to Montrose County Commissioners that he has a contract to 
purchase a lot in a subdivision that is presently under review. 

https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89718
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89718
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89718
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89745
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89745
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89748
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89752
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89752
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89756
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89756
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89760
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89760
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89764
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89764
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at 4771 6000 Road; and  
the Navarrete Minor Subdivision [MI21-
010] proposal to divide one lot from a 
75.600-acre parcel at Parcel 
399501400019: Pearl Road & 6300 Road.  
 Planning & Development Director Steve 
White stepped forward as commissioners 
prepared to hear the final Planning & De-
velopment item, the Trout Creek II Minor 
Subdivision [MI21-002] proposal to divide 
a 20.580-acre lot into three lots not in-
cluding the two lots created from the 6720 
Road Dedication at Parcel 399326107001 
Trout Rd & HWY 550.   
 “...I stand before you this morning for the 
purpose of disclosure,” White said, “I have 
a financial interest in the next item on the 
agenda.” White informed the BOCC that 
he and his wife had a contract to purchase 
Lot One in the Trout Creek Minor subdivi-
sion, and that he had forgotten to inform 
the county of the same. The subdivision 
was already in process when he made the 
decision to purchase, and staff members 
were aware. “During the processing of this 
minor subdivision I did not make any com-
ments or recommendations and left all 
decision making to others.’ 
 The lack of disclosure was an oversight on 
his part, White said. “It was not my intent 
to keep this information private, nor was it 
my intent to have any undue influence on 
the processing of this minor subdivision, 
or to affect any outcomes. 
 Still, “...From the very start of this land 
purchase, it was my responsibility to for-
mally disclose the interest I had in this 
property.” 
 A 29-year government employee, White 
said he has always strived to be upfront 
and honest about his actions as a county 
employee and in his personal life. “I see 
now how much easier it would have been 
to disclose this land purchase to county 
management and the attorney’s office, so 
they would have been able to assist me in 
following proper protocols in situations 
like this,” he said. 
 BOCC Chair Hansen said, “I am kind of 
shocked actually; I just wonder why you 
would have waited so long... we do ethics 
training every year...I just was a little dis-
appointed.” 
 “I am also disappointed,” White said. “I 
don’t want to make any excuses by any 

means...I was not trying to not disclose, 
my staff knew, and Mr. Laube...and every-
thing that was happening with the subdivi-
sion I made sure everybody was aware of 
it. I just did not do that formal disclosure 
to Jon which I should have done, I should 
have put it in writing and given it to Jon...it 
would have been so much easier...it was 
not my intent to hide anything or to keep 
it from the public that I was purchasing 
this property.” 
 Said Waschbusch, “On Friday afternoon I 
was made aware of the Planning Direc-
tor’s intent to purchase property within 
the subdivision, and within a few minutes I 
was able to meet with the county attorney 
to begin a discussion on the matter...it is 
serious, and I take it seriously. There are 
two issues at hand here; one is the failure 
by an employee to disclose an interest in a 
matter over which they could have influ-
ence, which is an ethical issue...the other 
issue at hand is a matter of due process, 
and the property owner’s right to have 
their subdivision considered without un-
due delay.” 
 Hansen said that as an elected official she 
is always concerned as to how someone 
might perceive her interest in something. 
“I think it’s not trivial. I’m sorry that that 
happened.” 
 Staff has been interviewed in detail with 
regard to the processing of the applica-
tion, Waschbusch said. 
 “...Based on that review...it does not ap-
pear that Mr. White’s interest in purchas-
ing the property has had any impact on 
the process or the way the application was 
handled...the Board of County Commis-
sioners has final authority for approval of 
a minor subdivision...we appreciate Mr. 
White coming and making the full disclo-
sure at this time, though ideally it should 
have been made long ago.” 
 It was not the fault of the property owner 
or the applicant that White had failed to 
disclose, Waschbusch said. 
 Planner Tallmadge Richmond then pre-
sented the Trout Creek II Minor Subdivi-
sion [MI21-002] proposal to divide a 
20.580 acres lot into three lots not includ-
ing the two lots created from the 6720 
Road Dedication at Parcel 399326107001 
Trout Rd & HWY 550.  
 Applicant Jeremy Spencer thanked the 

BOCC for consideration and said he was 
unaware of the non-disclosure. 
 Commissioners voted unanimously to 
approve the Trout Creek II Minor Subdivi-
sion. Hansen said, “... We take conflicts of 
interest seriously...it is really important. 
We have those code of ethics trainings for 
a reason. This is exactly the reason why. In 
this case...there was no undue influence, 
but it is a critically important thing that we 
take seriously.” 
The BOCC left regular session to recon-
vene as the Montrose County Local Liquor 
Licensing Authority. 
MONTROSE COUNTY LOCAL LIQUOR LI-
CENSING AUTHORITY 
Clerk to the Board of County Commission-
ers Eloise Lentz stood in for Liquor Licens-
ing Official Kendra Jenkins, presenting a 
request for a Special Event Permit for a 
Montrose Baseball Inc. Barn Dance to be 
held at Antler Ridge Barn Venue on July 1, 
and a request for a Special Event Permit 
for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Summer Gun Fest to be held at Lock, Stock 
& Barrel in Olathe on July 9. Both items 
were approved unanimously following 
public hearings. Commissioners returned 
to regular session, and then reconvened 
as the Montrose County Board of Public 
Health. 
MONTROSE COUNTY BOARD OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH 
Public Health Director Jim Austin gave an 
update. Laura Lenihan is the new WIC Di-
rector, two new hires have been made for 
the Nurse Family Partnership, and the 
Public Health Department has moved to 
the West Wing of the County’s South Cam-
pus (the Human Services Department re-
mains on the south side). 
 Public Health will work with the Tri Coun-
ty Health Network to support and pro-
mote programs that serve the local com-
munity. The immunization flyer has been 
updated. The Fall Flu Clinic will take place 
Sept. 15. Public Health is working to cross-
train staff. 
 Communicable Disease and Emergency 
Preparedness staffer Lisa Gallegos shared 
information on the current status of 
COVID-19 and new strains. 
 Following further discussion, Commission-
ers returned to regular session and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

MORE PARKING NEEDED AT AIRPORT From previous pg 

https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89768
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89768
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89772
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89772
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89772
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1478&meta_id=89772
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-As of Friday, June 18, 2021, Stage 1 
Fire Restrictions have been implemented 
on the Uncompahgre Plateau and the 
Fruita Division of the Grand Mesa, Uncom-
pahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National 
Forests. 
 Fire managers base decisions about fire 
restrictions on specific fuel moisture 
measurements in vegetation and other 
risk factors such as predicted weather and 
current fire activity. Fire danger is increas-
ing, and these restrictions will be imple-
mented to protect public health and safe-
ty due to the current and anticipated ele-
vated risk of wildfire. Fire restrictions on 
these lands will be in place until further 
notice. 
 Fire managers will continue to monitor 
conditions and assess the need for further 
action, including additional restrictions if 
weather remains hot and dry and lessen-
ing restrictions if a wetter weather pattern 
develops. 
 Under Stage 1 Fire Restrictions the follow-
ing are PROHIBITED: 
 Igniting, building, attending, maintaining 
or using a fire (includes fires fueled by 
charcoal or briquettes) outside of a per-
manent metal or concrete fire pit or grate 
that the Forest Service has installed and 
maintained at its developed recreation 
sites (campgrounds and picnic areas).  
 EXCEPT: The use of a stove or grill solely 
fueled by liquid petroleum fuels, or a fully 
enclosed metal stove, grill or sheep herder 
type stove with a chimney at least 5 feet 
in length and a mesh screen spark arrestor 

with a screen opening of ¼ inch or less. 
 Smoking, except within an enclosed vehi-
cle or building, or in a developed recrea-
tion site, or while stopping in an area at 
least 3 feet in diameter that is barren or 
cleared of all flammable materials.  
Operating a chainsaw without an effective 
and properly installed USDA or Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) approved 
spark arrestor, a chemical pressurized fire 
extinguisher (with a minimum 8 oz. capac-
ity and rating of 2A) kept with the opera-
tor and a round point shovel with an over-
all length of at least 35 inches readily 
available for use.  
 Blasting, welding, or operating acetylene 
or other torch with open flame without 
being in a cleared area of at least 10 feet 
in diameter and keeping a chemical pres-
surized fire extinguisher (with a minimum 
8 oz. capacity and rating of 2A) with the 
operator.  
 Using an explosive. This includes but is 
not limited to fuses, blasting caps, fire-
works, rockets, exploding targets, tracers 
and incendiary ammunition.  
  Personal, portable wood or charcoal 
burning fire pits/rings, often made of 
stainless steel, are not allowed under 
these restrictions. Campfires are only al-
lowed in USDA approved and installed fire 
pits/grates, or gas-fueled devices with an 
on/off switch. 
 Violation of these regulations is punisha-
ble as a class B misdemeanor, by a fine of 
not more than $5,000 for an individual or 
$10,000 for an organization, or imprison-
ment of not more than six months, or 

both. Anyone negligently or willfully 
starting a wildland fire could also be held 
responsible for the costs of that fire. 
Almost 90 percent of all wildfires on public 
lands are started by humans. It is every 
forest visitor’s responsibility to recreate 
responsibly and follow best practices. To 
report a fire call 9-1-1. As we near the 
Fourth of July holiday, visitors are remind-
ed that fireworks are never allowed on 
federally-managed lands. 
For up-to-date general information on the 
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison 
National Forests please contact the appro-
priate office listed below: 
Forest Supervisor’s Office – Delta – (970) 
874-6600 
Grand Valley Ranger District – Grand Junc-
tion – (970) 242-8211 
Ouray Ranger District – Montrose – (970) 
240-5300 
Gunnison Ranger District – Gunnison – 
(970) 641-0471 
Norwood Ranger District – Norwood – 
(970) 327-4261 
Paonia Ranger District – Paonia – (970) 
527-4131 
 For information and updates on current 
fire restrictions, wildfire and prescribed 
burns on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests 
visit the forest website or call the GMUG 
Fire Information line at 970-874-6602. 
Connect with us on social media (Twitter 
and Facebook). 
 For more fire-related information on Col-
orado’s Western Slope visit West Slope 
Fire Info.  

STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS IMPLEMENTED ON  
UNCOMPAHGRE PLATEAU/ FRUITA DIVISION OF THE GMUG 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
https://twitter.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
http://www.westslopefireinfo.com/
http://www.westslopefireinfo.com/
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AMERICAN SPICE AND OTHER OBSERVATIONS FROM THE ROAD 

By Paul Arbogast, Mirror Publisher 
UNITED STATES-I recently returned from a 
road trip back east where I went to visit 
family and friends, revisit places I used to 
live and frequent, and see some new (to 
me) sights.  I am the type who believes in 
the old saying that variety is the spice of 
life, and sitting in the same place, seeing 
the same things again and again, from the 
same people, makes life a bit bland. 
Let’s be honest, while we have amazing 
landscapes and opportunity for outdoor 
activities, the scope of experiencing new 
things and interacting with new and differ-
ent people in Montrose is pretty nar-
row.  During my trip I have come to think 
of this as pretty ‘plane jane vanilla’ and 
limiting in terms of personal growth.  How 
do you grow as a person when options 
and experiences are limited or remain the 
same over decades?   When you have peo-
ple in charge of your local government 
who are continually focused on being a 
‘retirement community’ it seems that not 
much will change to bring a bit more fla-
vor to Montrose.  The council recently had 
the opportunity to bring in a younger per-
son, with some different views, but voted 
for the status quo instead.  
 I know the reality of limited time off and 

tight budgets, but I highly recommend to 
everyone, every now and then, get out of 
here.   I do not mean to go hit Moab or 
Lake Powell, I mean get away from the 
state, see new places, new geography, 
thrill in the variety that is out there.   Go 
to the places locals go, talk to people, lis-
ten to them, learn from your differ-
ences.   You will quickly learn that while 
maybe they say some things in a funny 
way, or with a strange accent, most of us 
are remarkably similar.   That other than 
the huge political divide pushed by politi-
cians and media, we are not as torn apart 
as the media would like us to believe. 
 We all know Colorado is beautiful, but 
most everywhere else in this country is as 
well.   The rolling green hills, the endless 
green farms, the Appalachians’ thousand 
colors in fall, the bayous of the south, the 
deserts that seem void of life, all offer 
something different and great.   But even 
when the landscapes may look similar, 
once you talk to people from an area, you 
really get into the spice of America.    
I took note of many things on my jour-
ney.   Of special interest were masks.  I 
know that the shutdowns and mandates 
affected people all over the country, and I 
know some places were stricter than oth-

ers, but what I found is that during my 
trip, most of the country has ‘returned to 
normal’.  Most of those who did wear a 
mask were employees, and I would say it 
was way less than 1 percent of people I 
saw and interacted with.  The general atti-
tude is that everyone is done with all of it, 
and to be honest, I am glad that was my 
experience.  It makes me wonder why we 
still have school districts forcing masks on 
children. 
If you read the Mirror, you know that 
whenever the city has some new expen-
sive project, or gives away taxpayer mon-
ey, a lot of people comment on the state 
of the roads, specifically the bad state of 
them.   I put about 4,500 miles on my ve-
hicle, from interstate highways to tiny 
roads in the hills of West Virginia and eve-
rything in-between.  With very few excep-
tions, most roads are in bad shape in this 
country.  It should come as no surprise, 
long ago the media used to report on the 
sad state of our transportation infrastruc-
ture and politicians talked about fixing 
things, but the issues remain.    
 I did a little digging on how some munici-
palities spend their money by going 
through some budgets. What I found was 
the places with the best maintained roads 

Aerial panorama of the countryside in eastern Ohio that I visited during my trip.  Photo by Paul Arbogast. 
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did not spend a lot of money on incentives 
to bring in businesses (though those 
towns were thriving) and did not spend 
money on ‘nice to have’ projects, instead 
they focused on the basics that govern-
ments should focus on.   But not only were 
their roads better maintained, it made the 
feel of driving around town, and impres-
sion of the town, much more positive than 
driving through places with rough and 
unmaintained roads.  We know from the 
‘road plan’ that it would take 5 million a 
year for many years to get the roads in 
town up to snuff, yet the city has not 
budgeted for that expense.  We also know 
that as maintenance is put off, the roads 
deteriorate more, and the cost for upkeep 
goes up.  Some of the places I visited gave 
me a good picture of what our roads will 
look like in 10 years if the city continues to 
ignore ours.  It is not pretty.  
 The amount of growth that has happened 
since my last trip back east was flabber-
gasting.  Entire blocks of row homes in 
Baltimore are gone and replaced with 
massive apartment/condo buildings, new 
businesses are everywhere, so much so 
that some locations were quite disori-
enting and different.  I did honestly won-
der if when some of these projects went 
to the local governments for approval if 
they were met with the same level of out-
cry that I have witnessed over and over 
here in Montrose.   
 Growth happens, everywhere, and it even 
happens when the government is not 
funding it. Take the coming Hobby Lobby, 
or beeswax candle company, or food plant 
that will fill the old Russell Stover build-
ing.  Though a handful of citizens in a few 
developments show a continued ‘not in 
my backyard’ mentality, housing develop-
ments will continue to happen.  I would 
imagine back in time, before the develop-
ments these people live in existed, people 
complained about those developments as 
well.  If every complaint were acted on, I 
would guess the city would probably still 
only have enough housing for 10 to 12 
thousand people instead of the 20 thou-
sand it has today.  I must give the city a 
good bit of credit for taking care of traffic 
and other real concerns that come up 
when new development happens; they 

have always mitigated the negative im-
pacts of growth pretty well.  
 Another issue we are facing, both here 
and nationwide, is a lack of employ-
ees.  Locally we have seen some business-
es with reduced hours because they can 
find nobody to hire.   
 It is worse in other locations.  I found a 
large number of businesses that either 
have reduced hours due to lack of availa-
ble employees, to closed indoor dining 
because they could not find people to 
work as servers, to small businesses that 
closed their doors for good because of a 
lack of ability to find people to hire.  The 

last report I saw was that we were ap-
proaching 10 million open positions across 
the country.  I think anyone who has been 
paying attention understands why this is 
happening and what needs to happen to 
fix it.  Hopefully, those things will occur 
before it is too late. 
 To wrap it all up, I had a fabulous break 
from the vanilla and enjoyed all the flavor 
our great country has to offer, I hope that 
everyone gets a chance to do the same at 
some point, if they have not already.  En-
joy the people, the landscapes, and all of 
the variety that come together to make 
this a great country.  
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CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERS TRANSFER OF PUBLIC  
ART EXPERIENCE (PAX) PROGRAM, FUNDS TO DART 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-The Montrose City Council 
met for a work session on Monday, June 
14. All councilors were in attendance. 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Public Safety Attorney Matt Magliaro pre-
sented information on the removal of re-
dundant language from City Municipal 
Code, with Revisions to Municipal Code 
Title 6, Chapter 1, Section 19 - False Iden-
tification.  Removal of the language was 
based on three rationales, that it covers 
behavior already criminalized by the State 
of Colorado; that the municipal court is 
not a court of record for criminal proceed-
ings, and the ordinance is not used in 
practice. 
 A courtesy copy of the proposed revisions 
has been provided to Judge Greenacre at 
the Municipal court, Magliaro said. 
 Planner William Reis presented two items 
for consideration, the Riverside Park Addi-
tion II Annexation and the Riverside Park 
Addition III Annexation.  
 Background-Memos prepared by Reis for 
Council state, “The Riverside Park Addition 
II is a proposed annexation approximately 
2.09 acres in size. The parcel is located 
south and west of Shane’s Way and east 
of Chipeta Road. It is within the City’s Ur-
ban Growth Boundary, the City of Mont-
rose Water Service Area, and the West 
Montrose Sanitation District. Annexation 
of this property will clean-up an orphaned 
parcel of City-owned property. The Council 
Resolution to set a hearing date is not re-
quired for this annexation as it is a City-
owned property... The Riverside Park Addi-
tion III is a proposed annexation approxi-
mately 0.032 acres in size. The parcel is 
located south and west of Shane’s Way 
and east of Chipeta Road. It is within the 
City’s Urban Growth Boundary, the City of 
Montrose Water Service Area, and the 
West Montrose Sanitation District. Annex-
ation of this property will clean-up an or-
phaned parcel of City-owned property. The 
Council Resolution to set a hearing date is 
not required for this annexation as it is a 
City-owned property.” 

 Council also discussed 
the transfer and alloca-
tion of $8,312.23 in 
remaining Public Art 
eXperience (PAX) funds 
from the Montrose 
Community Founda-
tion. Originally formed 
as a committee of vol-
unteers by Montrose 
artist and business-
woman Sandi Cipolloni 
in 2006, PAX had estab-
lished a Community 
Foundation component 
fund to be able to ac-
cept public donations 
toward sculpture pur-
chases. PAX later be-
came part of the Down-
town Development Authority (DDA) and 
will now be a Downtown Area Revitaliza-
tion Team (DART) program. Coordinating 
the PAX program is DART Community Pro-
gram Specialist Briceida Ortega. “We felt 
that PAX would fit right in,” Ortega said, 
noting that she will bring a PAX Resolution 
before Council at the July 6 Council 
meeting. 
 Councilor Bynum said, “That’s great, I 
look forward to getting PAX working again, 
and to see that investment.” 
 Mayor Pro Tem Dave Frank also ex-
pressed support. “...I think it’s going to be 
very good for Montrose. We are all excit-
ed to see public art and give the people a 
chance to interact with it.  
 “It’s just great.” 
 Public Works Manager Jim Scheid dis-
cussed replacement of a Downtown traffic 
signal pole at East Main Street and Nevada 
Avenue. 
 Background-A memo from Scheid to 
Council notes that On May 12 the city-
owned traffic signal at Nevada and Main 
St was involved in a vehicle accident and it 
was severely damaged. After consulting 
with the City’s Traffic Signal and Lighting 
Consultant it was determined that the 
signal needed to be removed because of 

unrepairable structural damage. Subse-
quently the light has been removed and 
replaced with a temporary signal. The City 
is in contact with the responsible party’s 
insurance company working on the claim. 
The responsible party would be responsi-
ble for a portion of the total cost of this 
project. replacement of the damaged 
traffic signal at Nevada Ave and Main St 
with a new two-arm style traffic signal, 
along with upgrading failing infrastructure 
(cabinet and underground) to bring the 
existing intersection traffic signals up to 
current design standards will cost 
$322,000. 
GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
Frank said that the non-profit Welcome 
Home Montrose is starting a Dream Job 
program to help three medically-
discharged veterans learn a trade of their 
choosing in Montrose. 
 “I just think it’s a great program and any-
thing we can do to help our disabled vet-
erans is a fantastic opportunity,” he said. 
Frank also asked that Council consider 
entering a float or presence in the Fourth 
of July Parade. 
 Councilor J. David Reed praised staff for 
their work on the FUNC Fest on July 12.  
 “Kudos to the City staff for running a 

The City will move three houses that it purchased as part of the 
Woodgate Realignment project; two are already on wheels and 
the third is being lifted.  

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3770
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a great event,” Reed said. 
 Frank expressed gratitude for the bottles 
of water that the City handed out during 
the event. 
 City Manager Bill Bell said he was not at 
FUNC Fest, “but I just want to give a shout 
out to the OBT team for putting that to-
gether...the whole team at OBT really 
worked together to make that a great 
event this year.” There were more ven-
dors at the event than in years past. The 
City partnered with local breweries to 
provide beer, Bell said, and the beer pour 
was a fundraiser for the Black Canyon 
Rotary Club 
 “It was just kind of a last minute FUNC 
Fest this year,” Bell said. “...we’re also 
really proud of the staff. They just did an 
amazing job.” 
 Police chief Blaine Hall said that officers 
have been staying very busy on the 
streets. “...Last Wednesday we started the 
morning out with an attempted kidnap-
ping...we ended up having a very serious 
sexual assault with a naked individu-
al...and that led into a separate incident 
where we had a four-car pile-up on South 

Townsend and while we were investi-
gating that we had a COMMCORR client 
who was in the process of escaping 
COMMCORR; we had to run to the next 
call.” 
 Two officers recently conducted traffic 
control at the south roundabout during a 
FUN Run as well, to protect runners. “We 
try to balance all of those responsibilities,” 
Hall said, and gave a construction update 
on the new public safety facility. 
 Crime statistics will be released in July, he 
said, and the Police Department will pre-
sent a 2A report card as well. 
 Office of Business & Tourism Director Lisa 
Kuczmarski spoke as well. “I just wanted 
to mimic that I am very appreciative of my 
staff and the effort they’ve put in for the 
last couple months. FUNC Fest went off 
pretty much without a hitch...we antici-
pate numbers to be in the 5,000 range, 
based on parking as well as food and drink 
sales.  
 “I am very happy to know that the event, 
even though it was moved to a different 
time and a different format, still brought a 
lot of community out,” Kuczmarski said. 

 City Engineer Scott Murphy gave an up-
date on the Woodgate Road realignment. 
The City will move three houses that it 
purchased; two are already on wheels and 
the third is being lifted.  
 As for the new Sunset Mesa Water tank 
Murphy said, “The top is on the tank so 
it’s not getting any taller.”  
 Once painted, the tank will be an off-
white, tannish color with the City logo at 
the top. 

Montrose Office of Business & Tourism  
Director Lisa Kuczmarski said that an estimat-
ed crowd of 5,000 turned out for the 2021 
FUNC Fest. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

CITY OF MONTROSE HUB APPROVAL PROCESS FLAWED 

Editor: 
Much of the discord between Cobble 
Creek/Spruce Point and Montrose City 
Manager regarding HUB approval relate to 
the rationale and criteria by which the city 
approves developments such as HUB.  The 
City Manager and a minority on the plan-
ning board have a narrow view of what 
should be considered.  Their view is gener-
ally as follows: if a development meets 
building codes, it should be approved. 
 This view has resulted in poor planning 
decisions, ignores the concerns of resi-
dents, avoids dealing with the complexity 
of today’s city planning, favors the devel-
oper, and ignores the open space plan-
ning.  Montrose residents deserve better 
than such a simplistic approach.  The city 
must change their approach and expand 
the building codes to meet the demands 
of these times. 
 City staff comments during the past Plan-

ning Board video conferencing sessions on 
HUB reflect this narrow view (paraphrased 
below.) 
1)     Your comments/concerns (“many”) 
are not relevant to this review. 
2)     Do not repeat concerns or issues that 
have been expressed before. 
3)     That issue is outside the scope of 
these discussions. 
4)     Approval of the development is not a 
popularity contest.  It doesn’t matter if 
400 residents oppose a project, and just a 
few support the project. 
5)     The topic of why and how the City of 
Montrose has designated 2.5 million dol-
lars as incentives to the HUB developer is 
not relevant and cannot be discussed. 
6)     We cannot penalize the developer by 
placing additional requirements on his 
development. 
7)     The developer has stated if he cannot 
build 500 units, the project is not cost 

effective. 
8)     Resident Question: Why did Matt 
Miles state during the city approval of less 
restrictive zoning of the HUB property that 
building apartments was not cost effec-
tive. Matt Miles Response:  It was not cost 
effective then, but it is now. 
9)     The City Commissioners need not get 
involved in reviewing a development if it 
meets the building codes. 
10)Changes requested by residents are 
not relevant if the development meets 
building codes. 
11)Resident Comment:  The HUB develop-
ment is incompatible with many of the 
City of Montrose Master Plan and Open 
Space stipulations.   
 Why aren’t these factors considered in 
review and approval of the HUB develop-
ment.  City Response:  ??? 
 Yours Truly, 
Donald R Peterson, Montrose 
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By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-The crowd began to arrive 
early, and by the time the regular City 
Council meeting of Tuesday, June 15 be-
gan, Council chambers were packed and 
most seats taken. All councilors were pre-
sent; Mayor Doug Glaspell called the 
meeting to order. All joined in saying the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Mayor Pro Tem Dave Frank noted that 
Item 14, replacement of the damaged 
traffic signal at Nevada Avenue and Main 
Street with a new two-arm style traffic 
signal, along with upgrades to failing infra-
structure (cabinet and underground) to 
bring the existing intersection traffic sig-
nals up to current design standards at a 
cost of $322,000, would be changed to 
add “approval of a sole source waiver.” 
PROCLAMATION IN SUPPORT OF IMMI-
GRANT HERITAGE MONTH 
A member of the community joined 
Mayor Glaspell to accept the proclamation 
as he read it into the record, and when he 
finished, the Mayor asked if she would like 
to speak. “Yes,” the community member 
said, “My name is Marian Cecile Keeney 
and I come from immigrant stock.”  Keen-
ey then gave a speech about her family 
members who came to America from Eng-
land, Ireland, and Scotland in the 1600s to 
1700s, their experiences as immigrants in 
Virginia, and the ways that immigrants 
culturally enrich the United States. 
CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-
AGENDA ITEMS 
A number of Cobble Creek residents spoke 

during the 
time for 
public 
comment, 
to share 
concerns about the HUB development; 
Mayor Glaspell called speakers forward 
row by row, so that all who wanted to 
speak for three minutes would have a 
chance.  
 First to speak was Air Force Veteran Su-
san Zanol, who thanked Council and said, 
“Your job is not an easy one.” Zanol com-
pared the HUB development to a neighbor 
who asks to store a bike in her garage, and 
then fills up all of the space with various 
items so that she cannot even get into the 
garage. “First of all we have an integrity 
problem; what happened to our agree-
ment? Second, I have a logistics problem,” 
she said, “and third, I have a safety prob-
lem because I am going to trip over all this 
stuff trying to get into my home. 
 “So what do I do? I think for three sec-
onds, I go and knock on my neighbor’s 
door, and I say, the deal is off, that is not 
the original agreement, take your stuff, 
have a nice day.” 
 Zanol listed potential problems that could 
result from the current plans for the HUB. 
 “I keep hearing that Mr. Miles always gets 
what he wants,” she said. “...History is full 
of smoke-filled back rooms where agree-
ments are made, rules are bent or waived, 
to benefit bullies and friends rather than 
the community at large. I believe in integ-
rity, and I believe the mayor and counci-

lors do also.” 
 Cobble Creek Neighborhood Association 
President Stan Grigg noted that the pro-
ject does not have feathered density be-
tween low and high-density develop-
ments. He also pointed out that feathering 
(the gradual transition of residential densi-
ties) keeps adjacent developments from 
being more than two density categories 
apart from one another. Density guide-
lines were included in the City’s previous 
comprehensive plan but left out of the 
Envision 2040 Comprehensive plan that 
was recently adopted, he said. Grigg asked 
that the City adopt the density guidelines 
that were not included in the Envision 
2040 Plan and asked that they limit the 
scope of use-by-right projects. 
 Others who spoke stressed the need to 
take a different approach with the HUB 
Project, to respect the rights of surround-
ing landowners, to balance the needs of 
all citizens, and to rescind financial incen-
tives to the HUB developer, Matt Miles. 
 “We have one opportunity to do this right 
as a city,” Citizen Ned Frazier said. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Council voted to approve the minutes of 
the June 1, 2021 regular City Council 
meeting. 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
Council approved the appointment of 

Montrose City Council. 

Citizens crowded in to comment at the regular City meeting of June 15. 

CITY HEARS FROM COBBLE CREEK RESIDENTS;  
APPROVES WOODS CROSSING PRELIMINARY PLAT 

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3768
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3768
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CITY HEARS FROM COBBLE CREEK RESIDENTS; APPROVES 
WOODS CROSSING PRELIMINARY PLAT From previous pg 

Planning Commission Alternate Delphine 
Jadot as a regular member of the City of 
Montrose Planning Commission. Councilor 
Barbara Bynum thanked Jadot for serving 
on the Planning Commission. 
ORDINANCE 2543-SECOND READING 
Council voted to adopt Ordinance 2543 on 
second reading, updating Title 4, Chapter 
4, Zoning Regulations of the City of Mont-
rose: Amending Title 4 Chapter 4 Section 
8.1 (4-4-8.1) regarding "R-5" Low Density/
Manufactured Housing District and Title 4 
Chapter 4 Section 8.2 (4-4-8.2) regarding 
"R-6" Medium Density/Manufactured 
Housing District.  
 Citizen Trisha Bush asked whether the 
ordinance would change the type of home 
allowed in the zoning district; Mayor 
Glaspell said that the ordinance changes 
the slope of the roof that is allowed. 
 Bush said she lives on Colonial Way, near 
several of the City’s older mobile home 
parks. “How do we as homeowners...who 
are concerned about the value of our 
home, how do we improve the cosmetics 
of those two trailer parks?” She said she 
has reached out to the person she be-
lieves to be the owner of the parks con-
cerning problems with falling tree branch-
es, crime, and the overall cosmetics of all 
the trash and decay that is present in the 
parks, to no avail. “We don’t know where 
to go.” 
 Councilor Bynum said that Bush’s concern 
was a separate issue not related to Ordi-
nance 2543. Glaspell suggested Bush take 
her concerns to the Planning Commission. 
Editor’s Note-The Planning Commission 
Agenda of June 9 includes an application is 

to rebuild, repair, replace, and reconfigure 
three mobile home parks (Cottonwood 
Mobile Home Park, San Juan Mobile Home 
Park, and Green Acres Mobile Home Park) 
to create additional residential units and 
improve public health and safety for ex-
isting and future residents. 
ORDINANCE 2544-SECOND READING 
Council voted to approve Ordinance 2544 
on second reading, disconnecting property 
at 16763/16765 6725 Road from the City. 
As she has done in work session and upon 
First Reading, Councilor Bynum reminded 
that the property owners will no longer be 
able to vote in City elections. 
ORDINANCE 2545 FIRST READING 
Planner I William Reis presented Ordi-
nance 2545, an application for historic 
property designation of the Montrose 
County Jail, located at 217 S 1st Street. 
Reis shared historic anecdotes about the 
structure, which is reported to have once 
briefly housed the Outlaw Butch Cassidy, 
also known as Robert Leroy Parker. 
Background-The building is more than fifty 
years old; it is associated with the develop-
ment of the justice system in Montrose 
County, having been the first county jail; it 
was erected in 1885 and, although altered, 
is representative of county jails in nine-
teenth century Colorado in its small size, 
stone construction, and narrow windows. 
The Montrose County Board of Commis-
sioners authorized the designation of the 
Montrose County Historic Jail as a historic 
landmark, and the Montrose Historic 
Preservation Commission has further de-
termined the Property meets the criteria 
set forth in City Code § 4-15-3, is eligible 

for designation as a historic property, and 
has recommended to the City Council the 
Property be designated as a historic prop-
erty. 
 Council voted unanimously to approve 
Ordinance 2545 on First Reading. 
WOODS CROSSING PRELIMINARY PLAT 
Consideration of the Woods Crossing Pre-
liminary Plat, scheduled to take ten 
minutes on the meeting agenda, stretched 
to more than an hour after City Engineer 
Scott Murphy was invited to discuss the 
details of the project.  
 “We’ll know in the future what your ten 
minutes is really like,” Councilor J. David 
Reed said when Murphy eventually 
stopped speaking. 
Council considered comments from citi-
zens in the work session packet, as well as 
comments taken during the meeting. 
 Developer Matt Miles spoke as well, 
noting that it could prove dangerous to 
second guess a planning commission deci-
sion made years ago, but expressing a 
willingness to work with the City on the 
secondary access.  
 Council approved the Woods Crossing 
Preliminary Plat with the condition that 
the City and Developer work together to 
locate a temporary emergency entrance 

Above left to right, Citizen Randy White and Cobble Creek HOA President Stan Grigg spoke 
during the time for public comment. Right, citizen Trisha Bush asked about mobile home parks. 

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3755
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3755
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and exit until the west exit is developed, 
and to locate the secondary entrance to 
the east side of the development off Big 
Pine Loop based on verbal agreement 
with the developer. 
Background-A memo prepared by Senior 
planner Amy Sharp for Council states that 
the project developer is Matt Miles of 
Leadership Circle LLC, and that the Woods 
Crossing Preliminary Plat will subdivide a 
72.88-acre parcel into a residential subdi-
vision. The property is bordered on the 
south by American Village Subdivision, on 
the north by Sunnyside Road, and on the 
west and east (County parcels) by agricul-
tural fields and single-family homes. The 
property is zoned R-2 Low Density District 
on the eastern side, and R-3A Medium 
High Density District on the western side. 
The intent is to divide the R-2 portion into 
141 single family lots, and the R-3A por-
tion into 108 single family lots and 28 
townhome lots. A Final Plat will also be 

required within five years of approval of 
this Preliminary Plat (City of Montrose 
Municipal Code, Section 4-7-5(C) (1) (a). 
The City Planning Commission recom-
mended approval of the Woods Crossing 
Preliminary Plat at the May 26 meeting. 
PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY DESIGN CON-
TRACT RECOMMENDATION 
Council voted to approve the award of a 
professional services contract to Cham-
berlin Architects in the amount of 
$179,806 for the completion of Phase I 
design studies and preliminary design as-
sociated with replacement of the City's 
Public Works Facility. Murphy shared a 
photo of the facility taken in the 1960’s 
and noted that “It pretty much looks ex-
actly the same today.” 
EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT OF TRAFFIC 
SIGNAL EXPENSE AUTHORIZATION 
 “Fortunately, I talk a lot less than Scott 
does,” Public Works Manager Jim Scheid 
said, as he stepped forward to present 

information on the replacement of a 
traffic signal that was damaged recently in 
a vehicular accident. 
 As discussed previously in work session, 
Council voted to approve the replacement 
of the damaged traffic signal at Nevada 
Avenue and Main Street with a new two-
arm style traffic signal, along with upgrad-
ing failing infrastructure (cabinet and un-
derground) to bring the existing intersec-
tion traffic signals up to current design 
standards at a cost of $322,000. 
 Reed said that the City is working with 
the offending party’s insurance carrier for 
reimbursement. 
STAFF REPORTS 
City Finance Director Shani Wittenberg 
gave a Sales, Use, and Excise Tax Report.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Reed thanked City staff for their efforts to 
put on the 2021 FUNC Fest. 
 With no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned. 

http://www.laurenhallruddell.com/
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3768
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

CITY IS ‘OF THE COUNCIL, BY THE COUNCIL, FOR THE COUNCIL’ 

Editor: 
The American people are an interesting 
lot.  Provide them with reasonably decent 
leadership and that leadership can get 
away with a good bit.  Oh yeah, they might 
gripe some but overall they will just go 
along.  When there is no such ‘reasonably 
decent leadership’, when they are being 
ignored or when they feel they are being 
screwed, they do things very much out of 
the ordinary.  One is, they begin to speak 
up either to each other or in a public fo-
rum;  two they begin to write letters, or at 
least speak to their representatives and/or 
to the folks (like reporters) who will write 
letters;  and three, they begin to write 
letters themselves and/or show up at 
meetings and demand voice.  But it takes a 
good deal of provocation for a true Ameri-
can to get off his dead, TV watching poste-
rior and go to a meeting especially when 
they feel that if they do get a chance to 
speak, they will be ignored, belittled or 
mocked.  Statistically, every letter to an 
elected official represents 500 constitu-
ents who feel the same way.  Professional 
politicians know this well; our local politi-
cal hacks we have on our city council have-
n’t the foggiest.  The city manager knows 
this very well and he should have had his 
resume out for six months.  Or does he 
feel that he is so well entrenched and pro-
tected, well-loved and brilliant that it will 
never happen to him. 
 When the citizen feels he is being ‘played 
for a fool’ stuff begins to happen.  They 
snoop.  And generally they find what they 
expect to.  They hire lawyer(s) and the 
world around the ‘fool players’ begins to 
get nasty indeed.  It’s kinda like being tied 
to an ant hill covered with honey.  Once 
this part of the city government evolution 
begins it does not stop. 
 Sooner or later with dissatisfaction run-
ning amuck among the citizenry, someone 
will squeal on something that does not 
smell quite right.  This is when the vigoro 
will hit the impeller because the squealer 
is usually right, he is onto something.  

Threatened employees and/or the public 
will really squeal when the establishment 
begins to weaken.  And it will.  Americans 
love nothing more than a real live feeding 
frenzy---you know, like sharks in bloodied 
water. 
 Simply put, the Montrose City Council is 
no longer respected, honored or trusted 
by the citizenry.  That is a pretty bold 
statement but is putting the situation 
mildly.  This whole sleazy operation is 
about to be upset.  Two of their former 
members already quit because they did 
not like the heat.  The armor of those who 
have threatened and intimidated subordi-
nates or businessmen/women is getting 
rusty and cracked.  You know, kinda like a 
‘rusty putter’.      
 Citizens are coming out to voice their con-
cerns regarding the city’s handling of the 
Divots/Culver matter at the ‘municipal 
pasture pool’ clubhouse.  City Council de-
nied staff involvement and the administra-
tive requirements of a legal and binding 
contract in place at the time.  Surely it was 
only an ethical violation between an 
‘almighty’ councilman and a hard working 
woman but it illustrates the absence of 
moral integrity of the simple six and their 
willingness to sweep their wrongdoing 
under the rug to protect one of ‘their 
own’.  We shall see how that comes out 
soon. 
 HUB and Cobble Creek.  The entire West 
side of Montrose East of Spring Creek is 
upset about this deal.  Valid concerns are 
extant!  Many of them.   And it may just be 
that with all their objections voiced, the 
Council persists in using all of our tax mon-
ey to foster this poorly thought out devel-
opment is rubbing the whole town raw.  
Why not?  It is a raw deal and if this one is 
done, my community is next!  Just who 
profits from Council’s expenditure of $2.4 
million dollars that could be better used to 
fix roads, cleanup the junkyards or reduce 
taxes.  It probably galls all of them AND 
many others in town significantly.  Every 
citizen who speaks up represents a signifi-

cant constituency of ‘unhappy campers’. 
 City Council, that is if they care at all 
about citizen/merchant ‘approval’, should 
hand deliver to EVERY business in town 
(not just the ones that voted for them) a 
questionnaire to be returned anonymous-
ly seeking their opinions on their projects, 
council performance, what they think are 
the important issues and the city manag-
ers’ behavior.  Hint: leave lots of blank 
space!  None of them will stoop to visit 
one on one with the town’s businessmen 
at their business address because, of 
course, Council knows best.  Many busi-
nesses in Montrose will not speak up for 
fear of retaliation/retribution by the city 
manager.  I would not say this is fact but it 
is the perception. Often their descriptions 
of city government and its activities are 
punctuated with a generous application of 
unprintable epithets. 
 Next is the cock-a-mamie MURA bologna.  
We all have long suspected what bologna 
is made of.  Well URA is the same stuff as 
witnessed by the state sponsored study of 
several years ago. This is more of a traves-
ty for Montrose than can be imagined.  
Sold to the frivolous-five AFTER an exhaus-
tive study about URA law faults was pub-
lished and available for the all-knowing 
simple-six to review.  Studies like these are 
done so others do not make the same mis-
takes other councils did.  MURA has not 
paid us one dime and it will never pay for 
the profligate millions the city has thrown 
at it.  Four years old and this baby is not 
even turning over.   
 Our city council. The Montrose social 
club.  High on their almighty perches.  High 
on their egos and who knows, maybe 
something else.  Told what to say and 
what to do.  Group-think.  Footsie.  Sit 
around a table, mumble into the micro-
phones.   
 Nobody can hear.  Responses not per-
mitted.  But that’s part of the game.  It’s 
“of the council, by the council and for the 
council (friends)” is it not?  Sure is.   
 William Bennett, Montrose 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

EVERYTHING BIDEN HAS DONE HAS BEEN DETRIMENTAL TO THIS COUNTRY 

Editor: 
Biden has been president for five months 
and thinking people are asking “What is 
going on ?” Everything Biden has done has 
been detrimental to this country. He de-
stroyed our energy independence by elim-
inating the environmentally friendly Key-
stone pipeline and attacking exploration, 
but gave Russia the go ahead to build a 
major pipeline to Europe. Gas prices are 
skyrocketing. He created a crisis at the 
border and is doing nothing to stem the 
flood of illegals. Rather, he is busing them 
in the middle of the night to towns across 
America as fast as possible. After he re-
instated $235 million payments to the 
Palestinian Authority, Hamas rained down 
rockets on Israeli civilians, and the Middle 
east has drastically destabilized. Inflation 
is skyrocketing after Biden revealed his 
plans for massive spending, unsustainable 
debt, and a gross expansion of the federal 
government.  
 Are we to explain Biden's actions as simp-

ly incompetence and neglect? Based on 
his performance at the G-7 summit; where 
he was busy confusing military action in 
Syria and Libya, immediately forgetting 
what's just been said by world leaders, 
and nixing a joint press conference with 
Putin because he might make Biden look 
feeble --- that explanation might be rea-
sonable. The truth, however, is even 
worse. 
 Karl Marx preached that the working class 
would overthrow the ruling class, and live 
happily ever after in a socialist utopia . In 
America, attempts at a Marxist takeover 
based on class failed miserably because 
capitalism simply provided too well for the 
working class. So, no revolution. Now 
those seeking chaos and capitalism's de-
mise are substituting race for class. Black 
Lives Matter and other Marxists in the 
Democratic Party/media/academia want 
you to believe that all social and economic 
issues are grounded in race. Thus you 
have Critical Race Theory, the 1619 Pro-

ject, “systemic racism”, etc. --- all teaching 
your kids to hate their country and to 
judge their classmates by their skin color. 
They want to teach our black children that 
they are permanently oppressed because 
of that skin color.  
 Now we have Biden stoking racial hatred 
and creating crises everywhere as if those 
were part of his job description. You have 
the double standard of the anarchists that 
have rioted, murdered, and torched our 
cities for the last year going free, while 
those caught up in the capitol protest are 
still in jail and being prosecuted with the 
full force of the Department of Justice. 
Democrats can't stay in power without 
voter fraud because nothing they propose 
works. More taxes, bigger government, 
unsustainable debt, and a strictly con-
trolled welfare state simply do not work. 
To stay in power, they now believe they 
must join the Marxists in destroying capi-
talism and our constitutional republic. 
Ed Henrie, Montrose 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
DOLORES– Stage 1 fire restrictions begin 
June 17 for all Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) public lands administered by 
the Tres Rios and Uncompahgre Field 
Offices within the boundaries of Ar-
chuleta, Delta, Dolores, portions of Gun-
nison County, La Plata, Montezuma, 
Montrose, Ouray, and San Miguel coun-
ties, including Canyon of the Ancients Na-
tional Monument, Gunnison Gorge Na-
tional Conservation Area, and the Uncom-
pahgre Field Office side of Dominguez 
Escalante National Conservation Area. The 
restrictions align with local orders and 
guidelines to protect the public’s safety 
during high fire danger.  
Under Stage 1 Fire Restrictions:  

Campfires are only allowed within desig-
nated fire grates in developed 
campgrounds (i.e. a metal, in-ground con-
tainment structure – fire pans and rock 
campfire rings are not acceptable)  
No fires of any type, including charcoal, 
outside of developed areas.  
No smoking except within an enclosed 
vehicle or building, a developed recreation 
site, or in a barren area free of vegetation  
No use of explosive materials, including 
explosive targets.  
No welding or operation of an acetylene 
or other similar torch with open flame 
except an area that has been cleared of 
vegetation.  
No operation of any internal combustion 
engine without a spark-arresting device 

properly installed and in working order.  
Stage 1 fire restrictions on these lands will 
become effective at 12:01 a.m., MDT, June 
17th, 2021 and will be in place until fur-
ther notice.  
 Violation of federal fire restrictions is pun-
ishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 
or imprisonment for not more than 12 
months or both. In addition, those found 
responsible for starting wildfires will also 
face restitution costs of suppressing the 
fire.  
Fireworks are always prohibited on public 
lands.  More information about fire pre-
vention is available at: https://
www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and
-fire/fire-and-aviation/get-involved/fire-
prevention.   

TRES RIOS AND UNCOMPAHGRE FIELD OFFICES  
IMPLEMENT STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX2XyjgTVCYjtOqoiUockLV6bpUv2OzSFF8tTN-2FJQt4DKl9v4dZF1vFm3w-2BRLmPcn4xPOvXOwbh7WH6McR96i4TvUUet0-2BEETzgczQPTIhfaH4mUSWbUUnqWIY3Uu61L7xn8Gjyu8TLiRgaP3izX3hmyqfjpjbPtxrFrQzyCaOWhm5aqc
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX2XyjgTVCYjtOqoiUockLV6bpUv2OzSFF8tTN-2FJQt4DKl9v4dZF1vFm3w-2BRLmPcn4xPOvXOwbh7WH6McR96i4TvUUet0-2BEETzgczQPTIhfaH4mUSWbUUnqWIY3Uu61L7xn8Gjyu8TLiRgaP3izX3hmyqfjpjbPtxrFrQzyCaOWhm5aqc
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX2XyjgTVCYjtOqoiUockLV6bpUv2OzSFF8tTN-2FJQt4DKl9v4dZF1vFm3w-2BRLmPcn4xPOvXOwbh7WH6McR96i4TvUUet0-2BEETzgczQPTIhfaH4mUSWbUUnqWIY3Uu61L7xn8Gjyu8TLiRgaP3izX3hmyqfjpjbPtxrFrQzyCaOWhm5aqc
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIX2XyjgTVCYjtOqoiUockLV6bpUv2OzSFF8tTN-2FJQt4DKl9v4dZF1vFm3w-2BRLmPcn4xPOvXOwbh7WH6McR96i4TvUUet0-2BEETzgczQPTIhfaH4mUSWbUUnqWIY3Uu61L7xn8Gjyu8TLiRgaP3izX3hmyqfjpjbPtxrFrQzyCaOWhm5aqc
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 COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

LARRY CLAYTON PFISTER 

December 26, 1953-June 6, 2021 
LARRY CLAYTON PFISTER, of Montrose, 
Colorado, passed away on June 6th, 2021 
at the age of 67 after a short illness at 
home.  
 Larry is survived by his wife, Carolyn 
Pfister; his children, Terra Janaun 
(Pfister) Melvin and husband Waco, 
Stark Lance Clayton Pfister Morrison, 
Brett Jay Pfister and wife Savannah; step 
children, Sarah (Gallegos) Herring and 
husband Nathan, Ian Gallegos, Candace 
(Gallegos) Smith and husband Garret; 
and his grandchildren, Autumn and Jona-
than Melvin, Joel and Arlie Smith, Avery 
and Oliver Pfister, and Marc and Ann 
Herring; a sister Patricia (Pfister) Toles 
and husband Doyce. He is preceded in 
death by his parents; a sister, Judy 
(Pfister) Gourley and husband Larry; and 
first wife, Vickie (Bellew) Pfister. 
 Larry was born in Montrose County on 

December 26, 1953 to Les and Dorothy 
(Bowker) Pfister. He graduated from 
Grand Junction High School and became 
a Carpenter and skilled Craftsman. In 
time, he went on to create his own com-
pany; Rocky Mountain Hardwood Floors.   
On the 4th of April, 1975, he married Vick-
ie Bellew and they had three children and 
33 years of marriage before her passing 
in 2008. Those children produced four 
grandchildren for Larry to dote on. On 
the 1st of June, 2012, he married Carolyn 
(Berger) Gallegos, a long-time friend of 
the family, who had also been widowed. 
With this marriage came the addition of 2 
more daughters, another son, and 4 
more grandchildren to share his life. 
 Larry was a devoted father, a loving hus-
band, a fun-loving grandpa, and an Elder 
of his home church in Montrose. He en-
joyed hiking, kayaking and riding his mo-

torcycle in the Rockies, travelling 
(especially to Israel), drawing and paint-
ing, reading (especially about history), 
wood-working, planning church activi-
ties, and was a brown belt in Judo and a 
third-degree black belt in Shoto-Kan Ka-
rate, of which he was also a Sensei. He 
was baptized into The General Assembly 
and Church of the Firstborn when he was 
14 years old and devoted himself to it for 
53 years, until his race was run. He was a 
spiritual man who believed in hard work 
and service to his family and others. He 
will be deeply missed by his friends, fami-
ly, church, students, and all who knew 
him. 
 A memorial service is scheduled for 10 
a.m. on June 28, 2021 at the General As-
sembly and Church of the Firstborn on 
6175 Rd. in Montrose. Norm Nation and 
Nathan Herring will officiate. 

JAMES ANDREW LEE  

October 16, 1944 -June 10, 2021 
JAMES ANDREW LEE was born October 
16, 1944 to Brice F. Lee and Edith 
Forsman Lee in Montrose, CO and died 
on June 10, 2021 of metastatic cancer. 
 Jim attended Uncompahgre School and 
graduated from MHS the class of 1962 
where he was involved in student gov-
ernment and sports. After working in 
Denver a few years, he then attended Ft. 
Lewis College in Durango majoring in 
business and finance and won a national 
business acumen championship. 
 Jim was drafted in fall 1968 into the Ar-
my and became staff sergeant with Char-
lie, 1-506th Infantry, 101st Airborne. He 
was sent to Vietnam where he was criti-
cally wounded and spent six months in 
hospitals in Japan and Fitzsimmons Den-
ver. Among other accolades, he received 
the bronze star and a purple heart for 
bravery and was honorably discharged. 
He returned to Montrose and was hired 
as a loan officer by the Federal Land 

Bank Association. He married Renee 
Kurtz Goehring on June 19, 1971 in Mont-
rose. They then moved to Greeley where 
Jim became the youngest-appointed 
association president with FLBA. His ca-
reer spanned 30 years in banking, leading 
offices in northern and southwestern 
Colorado, and he returned home to the 
family ranch in Montrose in 1987. During 
this time, Jim and Renee were blessed 
with children Jeffrey and Allison. Jim re-
tired from banking yet continued work 
as a rural real estate appraiser along with 
his ranching duties. He was proud to help 
continue the ranching and farming tradi-
tions of southwest Colorado. 
 Jim was preceded in death by his par-
ents Brice and Edith Lee, brothers-in-law 
Jack Anderson and Colin Kurtz, sister-in-
law Phyllis Lee, and in-laws Joyce Vernon 
and Al Kurtz. Jim is survived by his wife 
Renee, daughter Allison, son Jeff and 
wife Amy, and grandchildren Shelbi Lee, 

Cole Lee, Brooklyn Lee, and Brett Lee. He 
is survived by brother Brice Lee Jr, sister 
Harriette and husband Dave Walter, sis-
ter Marge Anderson, brothers-in-law 
Brian and Lynn Kurtz, and special family 
member Don Vernon.  
 He will forever be remembered by 
friends and family and his army “band of 
brothers” from Charlie Company.  
 In lieu of flowers, please donate to 
HopeWest, 725 S. 4th Street, Montrose 
CO 81401. 
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MARY ELLEN COFFEE 

June 6, 1932 -June 13, 2021 

MARY ELLEN COFFEE went to be with 
her Lord and Savior on June 13, 2021. She 
was born to Howard Everett Moon and 
Anna Maxine (Wooten) Moon on June 6, 
1932 in Manter, Kansas. The dust bowl 
forced the family to leave Kansas and 
move to Montrose, CO in 1937. Mary El-
len graduated from Montrose High 
School in 1949. She met and married 
Vernon "Red" Dolan. They lived in, and 
around, Telluride, Colorado to Price, 
Utah, before settling in Cortez, Colorado. 
Tragically, Vernon passed away suddenly 
in 1961, leaving his 28 year old wife and 
four children ranging from 18 months to 
11 years of age. 
 Mary Ellen married a second time and 
moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
That union ended in divorce in 1975. In 
1977, Mary Ellen married Earl M. Coffee 
who gave her the life she deserved. With 
her children raised, Mary Ellen and Earl 
were able to travel all over the world, to 
places she never imagined she would go. 
Mary Ellen lost Earl in 1997 and returned 
to Montrose in 1998 to help take care of 
her father. 
 Her spirit continues in her children, Ro-
anna Griffin of Lafayette, GA, Mauri E. 
Dolan of Montrose, CO, Adele Frangos 
(Bill) of Montrose, CO, Stepson Marlin 
Coffee Sr. (Lynn) of Chandler, AZ. 
 Six grandchildren, Crystal Goins (Terry) 
of GA, Tara Spencer, Adam Frangos 
(Colleen) of Suwanee, GA, Vanessa Sim-

mons (Jason) of Montrose, CO, Step 
grandchildren, Marlin Coffee Jr. (Kim) of 
Dallas, TX and Eric Coffee (Kristi) of Gil-
bert, AZ. 13 great grandchildren, 6 great-
great grandchildren and her long-time 
companion Robert "Red" Keenan of 
Olathe, CO. 
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, her sister, Verna P. Cater, her 
daughter Raonna Spradling, her stepson 
Timothy Coffee and her granddaughter 
Danielle Dolan. 

Mary Ellen was loved and will be missed 
terribly. It breaks our hearts to have to 
say good-bye! 
 A viewing will be held Tuesday, June 22 
at 5-7pm. At Crippin Funeral Home Chap-
el. The funeral service will be Wednes-
day, June 23 at 10am at Crippin Funeral 
Home, 802 East Main St., Montrose, CO 
81401. 
 In lieu of flowers, we ask donations be 
made to HopeWest Hospice. 
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GRAND MESA VISITOR CENTER OPENS 

Special to Art & Sol 
GRAND JUNCTION— The Grand Mesa Visi-
tor Center will open for the summer be-
ginning June 19, 2021. The visitor center 
will be open every day through the last 
Sunday in September from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Visitors can purchase maps, Recreation 
Passes (Annual, Senior, Access Passes). 
Forest Service fuelwood permits will not 
be available for the 2021 season. Helpful 
staff are available during the summer sea-
son to answer your questions and provide 

recommendations to enhance your visit.  
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture, For-
est Service, would like to remind visitors 
to recreate responsible when visiting the 
forest and respect the resource. Don’t 
drive on wet and muddy side roads cre-
ating resource damage, adhere to Forest 
regulations, demonstrate camping eti-
quette, be bear aware and practice Leave 
No Trace principles. For a complete list of 
campgrounds on the Forest, opening and 
closing dates, and reservation fees, visit 

our website. Campers are asked to ob-
serve general camping etiquette including 
following all posted rules in campgrounds, 
respecting quiet hours and leaving 
campsites clean for the next visitor. Sea-
sonal trail and wilderness crews are out 
and active on the forest clearing trails and 
beginning to work on summer projects. 
Visitors can expect to encounter crews 
working in the vicinity of where they are 
recreating. If you come across a downed 
tree or other issues on a trail, campground 
or overlook, report it to your local Ranger 
Station. Remember to Leave No Trace 
It's up to all of us to minimize our impact, 
to travel softly, leaving no trace of our visit 
so that future generations can enjoy these 
special places we all love. Help to protect 
your national forests by following the 7 
Leave No Trace Principles: 
Plan ahead and prepare 
Travel and camp on durable surfaces 
Dispose of waste properly 
Leave what you find 
Minimize campfire impacts 
Respect wildlife 
Be considerate of other visitors 
 For more information about camping and 
recreation on the Grand Mesa National 
Forest, call the Grand Valley Ranger Dis-
trict at (970) 263-4100. For information 
and updates on current fire restrictions, 
conditions, and recreation opportunities 
on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and 
Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests visit 
the forest website. Connect with us on 
social media (Twitter and Facebook). 

Grand Mesa Visitor Center. Courtesy photo by Bob Wick. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/gmug/recreation
https://lnt.org/learn/7-principles
https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
https://twitter.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
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HOTCHKISS TO HOST USA TRIATHLON AQUATHLON SERIES 

Special to Art & Sol 
HOTCHKISS-With the summer Olympic 
trials underway, the North Fork Pool, Park 
& Recreation District is pleased to be 
hosting their first USA Triathlon Splash N 
Dash Youth Aquathlon Series in Hotchkiss.  
This year’s event is sponsored by Betera 
Coaching and Cody Stark Reigning Horses.  
The series is open to all kids, ages 7-15 
and the event will take place at the Cross-
roads Trails and the North Fork Pool. 
 A Splash N Dash is a fun and fast-growing 
sport that combines running and swim-
ming. The run can take place on a trail, a 
road, or a path. Similarly, the swim can 
take place in any body of water – a pool, a 
reservoir, or an ocean.  
 USA Triathlon’s Splash N Dash Youth 
Aquathlon Series will feature a swim/run 
combination. This is the eighth year for 
the Series but the first of its kind to be 
held in Delta County. 
 District Administrator, Lenore Cambria is 
pleased to have Coach Kathy Goody coor-
dinating this event.  Coach Kathy has over 
20 years developing and implementing 
triathlon training programs for adults and 
children. She is a certified USAT Race Di-
rector, Certified USAT L2 Coach, Certified 
USAT Youth and Junior Coach.  Kathy, her-
self, is a three-time Triathlon Worlds Qual-

ifier and Ironman Finisher.   
 Coach Kathy has partnered with USAT for 
over five years to bring the Splash N Dash 
Aquathlon to the local communities she 
works with.  Recently Goody relocated to 
the Western Slope, from North Carolina, 
where she was Director of a highly suc-
cessful Triathlon Training Academy for 
kids and adults.  Kathy is thrilled to get a 
multisport/triathlon training program 
started in the area.  Check out beter-
acoaching.com for more information.   
 While this series culminates in a Race to 
be held on July 31st, the focus is on PAR-
TICIPATION rather than competition. The 
series will expose youth participants to 
USA Triathlon and the exciting world of 
multisport! Timing will not be required at 
each event, although it is acceptable. All 
events within the series will be USA Triath-
lon sanctioned. 
 Why Participate?  The event exposes and 
educates youth to the multisport lifestyle, 
all while being involved in a fun, exciting, 
and safe atmosphere! It will really help 
you to “get your feet wet!”   
 Young athletes will be engaged in pre-
race training and have an opportunity to 
meet friends and other youth athletes 
who are interested and engage in the mul-
tisport lifestyle!  Best of all, this event re-

quires less equipment than that of a tri-
athlon since a Splash and Dash 
(aquathlon) does not require a bike. This 
year’s North Fork event will include Race 
Day and six optional Tuesday night train-
ing sessions with Coach Kathy.   Option 
One is for ages 7-10 and will require swim-
ming 100 yards (4 lengths in the pool) and 
a 1k run on the Crossroads Trails.   
 Option Two is for ages 11-15 and will re-
quire swimming 200 yards (8 lengths in 
the pool) and a 2k run on the trails.  The 
cost for the race will be $15/person and 
prior to the event, a USAT Youth member-
ship is required, at a cost of $10.   
Training sessions are offered at a cost of 
$5 per Tuesday session or you can pur-
chase a discount 6 punch pass to attend 
multiple sessions.   
 Training begins on June 22nd and will be 
offered weekly, on June 29, July 6, 13, 20 
& 27, beginning at 5pm at the North Fork 
Pool.   
 Practice your distance in the pool and on 
the trails; learn techniques, tips and tricks 
about swimming and running.  Kids can 
get used to the event distance in a fun, 
friendly atmosphere.  
 Then participate on Race day, July 31 at 
5:30pm.  For registration and more de-
tails, go to: northforkrecreation.com 
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YOUR BODY AND BRAIN ON NATURE: WEEKLY COLUMN 

By Lauren Hall Ruddell 
Greetings Mirrorites, 
This initial post heralds a new feature for 
this newspaper.   
 This weekly column will be dedicated to 
the ways in which the brain in all of its 
glory affects our human potential.  Do we 
thrive, or merely survive?  There is no 
judgment here, only information that I 
hope will both enlighten and entertain, 
while poking the reader to consider their 
life from a number of different angles.   
 In my life, I have been a risk taker.  I do 
like to analyze certain parameters in ad-
vance to minimize the risk, and every so 
often, I have turned an opportunity down.  
I will never know if that was a good thing 
or a bad thing, in most instances.  I have 
also said yes to some opportunities where 
I have say, I’m pretty sure that until I die, 
the jury will be out on whether they were 
a good call.  I’ve been married and di-
vorced, traveled the world, and attained a 
PhD at the age of 55.  It’s been a whirl-
wind tour of life, the universe, and every-
thing. Heartache, failure and rejection 
have certainly been a part of that tour, but 
so has joy, elation, satisfaction, fascina-
tion, achievement and laughter, lots of 
laughter.  
 My deepest, loudest, and most persistent 
muse is fascination with the natural world.  
That is not true for all folks, and that’s OK.  
But it is definitely true for me. And be-
cause this is my column, I am going to 
emphasize the wellness benefits of time 
spent in nature, especially from a mental 
health perspective.  From cognitive well-
ness and acuity, to memory maintenance 
and mood improvement, my editorial an-
gle is going to be that of a nerdy, over-
educated naturalist. It will be based in 
science and not opinion, although I will 
offer opinions occasionally just to stimu-
late further thinking, and to keep things 
lively.  
 Each week, at the end of the post, I will 
invite readers to submit questions.  One of 
those questions will be answered at the 
beginning of the next post. I will also hint 

at what the next submission may be 
about, and sometimes answer questions 
about that topic, before I even discuss it 
further with you all, gentle readers. Ques-
tions will be saved, and every so often, I 
will trot several of them out that seem 
pertinent to issues and live style trends for 
the Western Slope. Questions can be sub-
mitted to agescapesnow@gmail.com.  I 
look forward to hearing from you. Oh, one 
more thing I guess I have to say 
(sigh)...emails that are abusive or inappro-
priate in any way will not be saved, nor 
responded to, and the sender will be 
blocked. 
 Now onto the meat and potatoes of this 
week’s topic. 
 As I don’t have to tell so many of you gen-
tle readers, the last 15 months have been 
horrific.  The level of uncertainty intro-
duced into our lives has been cata-
strophic.  Is there anyway there can be a 
silver lining to any of this anxiety, and in 
many cases, grief? 
 The answer is yes, sort of.  We humans 
often don’t do well with uncertainty.  It 
can herald wonderful changes or fresh 
catastrophes. I find that having a little 
more certainty in my life about the pan-
demic right now is definitely a relief. My 
uncertainty about this year’s fire season 
increases my anxiety.  I’m sure my con-
cerns and anxieties are pretty representa-
tive of the human experience, especially 
here in Colorado right now. 
 So about uncertainty. A journal that I try 
to keep up with, Frontiers in Psychology, 
published a paper in 2019 on emotions 
and uncertainty.  The researchers who 
authored the paper stated 
that…”Uncertainty and affective feelings 
are both fundamental aspects of human 
life. People are uncertain about the 
weather, how long they will live, and how 
other human beings will act in a given 
situation. People experience affective feel-
ings (e.g., anger, anxiety, and pleasure) 
related to traffic, medical diagnoses, and 
social interactions. Uncertainty and affect 
also appear to be closely linked to each 

other. People typically find uncertainty to 
be aversive (Carleton, 2016b)…however, 
in some circumstances, people seem to 
find uncertainty attractive and seek out 
uncertainty…” 
 An attraction to novelty, to satisfying curi-
osity, to finding out what’s just around the 
corner or over the mountain, is also a solid 
foundation of the human experience.  It 
can be very appealing and bring out the 
best in us. Crossing thresholds can be ter-
rifying, yes.  Not crossing them can result 
in stagnation, a sort of living death. 
 So, when we’re facing a difficult decision 
such as leaving a job that’s no long in 
alignment with our values and passions, or 
staying in that job because of reliable fi-
nancial security and a rewarding social 
network despite feelings of inertia and 
pointlessness, well what’s a human to do?  
Or in Colorado, do I take that unknown 
path (a literal path) and find out that I’m 
suddenly alone and faced with a bear, a 
hostile dog, or heat exhaustion?  Will I get 
lost?  If I sprain my ankle, will someone 
come along to assist me? All excellent and 
rational concerns.  There is no perfect 
decision, only those that resonate with 
the person’s risk tolerance and inclina-
tions to cross thresholds.   
 The ancient Greeks and later the Romans 
had a concept about a life well-lived.  They 
called it Eudamonia. A life well lived 
should have demonstrated plenty of  

Lauren Hall Ruddell. Courtesy photo. 

mailto:agescapesnow@gmail.com
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 human flourishing, prosperity and general 
blessedness. They also claimed that a per-
son’s peers or chroniclers would never be 
able to claim that person A, B, or C had 
lived a eudemonic existence until after 
they were dead.  Sounds harsh, but think 
about it.  After death, there are no more 
uncertainties, the final threshold has been 
crossed. The curtains have closed and no 
further actions or inactions, either good or 
bad, wise or foolish, can be taken. For me, 
a eudemon life means periodically cross-
ing a threshold, whether it’s social, profes-
sional, or spiritual.  My best friend is a 
person of very different values.  To her, all 
thresholds represent unacceptable risk.  
She hasn’t crossed one in twenty years.  
For her, that is the correct path to a life-
well lived, but as the years have advanced, 
I see a physical and cognitive devolution 
that may not have been necessary. 
 Our decisions, whether they are to stay 
put in a safe place, or to seek risk and 
cross a threshold, affect our brains. And 
our brains affect our physical wellness.  
From joyfulness, to creativity, to ingenui-
ty, to physical and athletic soundness and 
excellence, our tendencies toward or 
away from uncertainty determine who we 
become, every day, until we die. 
 So now, factoid for this week…Did you 
know that Montrose is getting older?  
Well duh, every town gets older.  But 
what I mean here is that the population is 
aging.  Another duh? OK, OK. But serious-
ly, as I mentioned in an earlier article for 
The Mirror, the average age of Montrose 
citizens was 42 years old in 2017. By 2018 
it was 44.2.  That is statistically significant. 
So, there are a lot more seniors with the 
sorts of needs that go with the ungainly 
process of aging.  
 The aches, pains, forgetfulness, and often 
sadness that seems to visit so many folks 
over the age of 65 can be helped hugely 
by time spent in nature.  
 Science is fast getting on board with the 
importance of senior citizens interacting 
with natural environments regularly. One 
recent study of seniors in Vancouver re-

ported that the majority of participants 
expressed “feelings of renewal, rejuvena-
tion, and restoration” from time spent 
either in woodlands or the seaside. So 
moods were elevated.  Moods are a big 
deal where wellness is concerned.  More 
on that later. 
 But what does ‘renewal, rejuvenation, 
and restoration’ really mean? It sounds 
great, and it echoes my experience of na-
ture, but is it measurable?  Quantifiable?  
Hard to be sure with this one study. 
 But wait, there’s more science!  So now I 
get to stop scratching my head and I can 
leap back into my comfort zone with the 
study below. 
 “In a long-term study, participants going 
for a daily outdoor walk at age 70 report-
ed significantly fewer new complaints at 
age 77 concerning musculoskeletal pain, 
sleep problems, urinary incontinence, and 
decline in ability to do normal daily activi-
ties compared to those who did not go 
outside daily… In a study of over 1,800 
people over age 65 living in their own 
homes, limitations in daily tasks (such as 
bathing and dressing) were most strongly 
correlated with going outside the home 
less than once a week. Going outdoors in 
one’s neighborhood at least once a week 
(and more often), is beneficial for main-
taining physical function in physically lim-
ited elders.”  Ah, research from Wolf and 
Housely, 2016, making me feel the solid 
ground of facts under my feet, and not 
just warm, fuzzy emotions (although those 
are great as well).  So, there are indica-
tions that time in nature makes older peo-
ple feel better emotionally, and that it also 
helps them physically.  Great news, but 
what has this got to do with the Western 
Slope? 
 Well, it turns out that Montrose City 
alone has an incredible abundance of 
green spaces, from 26 parks to miles of 
trails and paved walkways. It is also an 
award-winning Tree City, with over 7,000 
trees within the city limits (although more 
wouldn’t hurt.) So there are plenty of op-
portunities for all to commune with semi-

wild to wild nature.  And that’s just the 
city, never mind some of the most spec-
tacular mountain scenery and exploration 
opportunities in the US within an hour’s 
drive or less.  
 The very best choice for mental and phys-
ical health is wild nature.  Decades of re-
search on this topic show that walking in 
greenspaces is more beneficial than even 
the most pleasant of urban settings.  The 
sounds and sights of unrestrained nature 
tap into parts of the brain that enable 
restorative experiences and mood eleva-
tion. Time in nature can even make you 
smarter. 
 I’m not making this up!  For instance, a 
colleague of mine found that study partici-
pants who listened to nature sounds like 
crickets chirping and waves crashing per-
formed better on demanding cognitive 
tests than those who listened to urban 
sounds like traffic and the clatter of a busy 
café (Van Hedger, S.C., et. 
al., Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, Vol. 
26, No. 2, 2019). 
 The point of this is that if you are over 65, 
it is more critical than ever to make time 
in nature a part of your daily routine if at 
all possible.  Weekly is better than noth-
ing, if that is all that can be managed.  This 
is a threshold that many seniors in our 
community can cross with ease, if they 
just take that first step to find a path that 
winds along the river, or a little used trail 
close by their housing. No harm in going 
with quiet companions or a guide if that 
makes crossing that threshold a little less 
alarming. 
 See how I brought all of that back around 
to your brain, your brain on nature, and 
recreation opportunities in and around 
Montrose!   
 Future posts will examine related topics 
such as green exercise and your brain, 
time spent in nature and your attention 
span, mental health and mood benefits of 
time spent in nature, and well, you get the 
picture. 
Be well and get outside, 
Lauren Hall Ruddell, PhD. 

https://naturesacred.org/nature-seniors/
https://naturesacred.org/nature-seniors/
https://doi.org/10.3758/s13423-018-1539-1
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MINING AND RECLAMATION CONFERENCE IN TELLURIDE  
SEEKS ARTISTS, WRITERS, SCIENTISTS AND DREAMERS 

Special to Art & Sol  
TELLURIDE -Minerals are extracted 
from the earth to create the tools 
and equipment used in many daily 
tasks from working to traveling and 
being comfortable in our homes. 
Imagine developing extraction pro-
cesses that minimize environmental 
disturbance and integrate water 
protection. That ’s the vision of the 
nonprofit organizers of the San Juan 
Mining & Reclamation Conference.  
 On Sept. 22 -24, the eleventh annu-
al conference will be hosted in Tel-
luride by the San Miguel Watershed 
Coalition, Mountain Studies Institute, 
Headwaters Alliance, and Uncompahgre 
Watershed Partnership. Inspired by Tellu-
ride’s strong commitment to visual and 
performing arts, this year’s theme is 
“Solving Pandora ’s Box: the applica-
tion of the arts and humanities to 
the challenges of mining and recla-
mation.”  
 The primary goals of this annual 
conference are to bring together 
diverse stakeholders to discuss the 
science and policy of mining, mine 
lands remediation, and water quali-
ty as it relates to non -point source 
pollution, improving mining practic-
es, and addressing water quality 
impairments. Hosted in a different 
San Juan Mountain community each 
year, the conference highlights the 
host area ’s mining heritage and 
successes in conducting mine reme-

diation and water quality improve-
ment projects through workshops, 
field tours, and presentations.   
 The 2021  event  will  explore  past 
examples of and future opportuni-
ties for incorporating  the arts and 
humanities into various aspects 
of  mining and reclamation  project 
design  and  implementation. The 
theme of managing consequences 
with creative solutions is also in-
tended to inspire discussion of in-
novative community engagement 
and collaboration.   
 “We are excited for the opportuni-
ty to integrate artists of all genres 
into our program, in addition to the 
innovative scientists and entrepre-
neurs who we have invited in the 
past. We value the artists ’  perspec-
tives and hope their participation 
this year wil l inspire conference 
attendees and stimulate new ideas 
and appreciation of the issues at 
hand,” said San Miguel Watershed 
Coalition Interim Executive Director 
Adrian Bergere, the Telluride -based 
nonprofit dedicated to giving the 
communities and stakeholders in 

the watershed a voice to direct the 
future management of watershed 
resources.  
 In addition to abstract submissions 
from science, business, regulatory 
and nonprofit leaders for talks, 
demonstrations, and roundtable 
discussions, the conference com-
mittee is seeking proposals from 
artists including sculptors, painters, 
textile artists, musicians, dancers, 
songwriters, and others for art that 
can be exhibited and performed 
during the event.  
 The submission deadlines are June 
27 for abstracts and July 9 for artis-
tic proposals.  
 For the first time ever, the conference 
committee is also organizing a Fiction 
Writing Contest around the topic of min-
ing and reclamation. Similar to other sub-
missions, entering the writing contest is 
free. The submission deadline is August 
20. See the conference website for more 
details on all submission requirements. 
 The conference will be at the Sheridan 
Opera House, Peaks Resort and Transfer 
Warehouse, as well as field trip sites 
around Telluride. A limited number of 
rooms is reserved at the Peaks Resort and 
Spa for 33% off normal prices ($269 for 
king or double king rooms) for a limited 
time. Conference attendees can use the 
conference registration link tied to the 
special code, or ask for “San Juan Mining 
Conference” when registering to receive 
the discount.  The nonprofit organizers are 
also seeking sponsors to help support the 
administration of the conference and fund 
conference events. Sponsorship infor-
mation is available at http://
www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc, or by 
emailing info@mountainstudies.org or 
calling 970.387.5161. Additional infor-
mation about the conference theme, sub-
missions and past conferences can be 
found at http://
www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc, or by 
emailing info@mountainstudies.org or 
calling 970.387.5161. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

Valley Floor. Courtesy photo. 

Matterhorn. Courtesy photo. 

https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2021-09-22&chain=18507&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2021-09-24&group=San%20Juan%20Mining%20Conf&hotel=66431&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
http://www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc
http://www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc
mailto:info@mountainstudies.org
http://www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc
http://www.mountainstudies.org/sjmrc
mailto:info@mountainstudies.org
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By Dwight Harp 
MONTROSE-I built the summers of my 
youth around my work. It wasn’t work 
really because I loved it. From my sopho-
more year in high school my weekends 
and after school was spent at the local 
radio station. My shifts increased during 
the summers. I was a disc jockey. 
 “In the summertime when all the leaves 
and trees are green and the redbird 
sings…” That Roger Miller tune sets the 
tone for some of my favorite memories of 
summer. Being a disc jockey as I grew up, 
music played a big part in my emotional 
formation.  After Mom died I knew I had 
at least one fan tuned in-Dad. 
 I remember finishing a newscast and then 
looking at the board and the mic switch 
was in the off position. I had to call Dad to 
insure I’d hadn’t just read five minutes of 
Associated Press copy to myself and the 
audience heard nothing.  I even quizzed 
him about a story to make sure he wasn’t 
just being nice and supportive. Yes, if the 
mic failed, there’s always music.  
 Country was the first format I worked. I 
could choose really classic songs from 
Hank Williams or other giants of that era 
from an awesome library.  Our format 
was: current-current-recurrent-oldie…
Every fourth song was really a classic. 
 Eclectic describes my musical tastes. Hank 
Williams, yes. But also, Julie Andrews. My 
heart swells when I hear her singing, “The 
hills are alive with the sound of music…” 
When that motion picture came to town, I 
was first at the box office. I love musicals 
to this day. Suffice it to say, music made 
most of my days in the summertime. No 
school meant more time to work. I loved 
my disc-jockey work.  Sign-on shifts turned 
out to be my niche.   
 My dad rose early and he sent my black 
cocker spaniel down the hall to get me out 

of bed early. Early became natural 
for me. I liked thinking I was waking 
the town. I kinda did. People had to 
wake a little to “get” the jokes I’d 
relate. I’ve been a “G-rated” jokester 
for a long time. 
 How will you remember this sum-
mer? 
 Will it be a summer of love like back 
in the ‘Hippy-60’s?”  Consider for 
yourself whether there is any basis 
for this being a new Summer of Love 
for you. 

 Most Christians consider themselves lov-
ing people, even though not in the same 
sense as the 1960’s “Summer of Love.” 
The two great commandments, we all 
know, call us to love God and love one 
another. Surely most of us get that part 
right. But how do we escape the barrage 
of discord and dissension headlining our 
news and media outlets. Standing up for 
what is right has become less important 
than criticizing, and even demonizing, the 
other side just because we think they are 
wrong. Too often is seems our hate grows 
louder and louder. 
 The Middle East and Third world coun-
tries have their issues and have had for 
many years, but that’s not all. Not too 
long ago we didn’t have to travel very far 
to find Roman Catholics and Protestants 
killing each other in an English-speaking 
country from which some of us descend-
ed. But where does our hate come from? 
We don’t talk about hate much in church 
or other places. Hate is hard to talk about. 
It’s easier and feels better to talk about 
love, or perhaps not loving enough. 
 Our weekly liturgy ensures we confess 
that we have not loved God with our 
whole hearts, and not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.  Is that the same as confess-
ing my hate for someone? I pray love and 
hate aren’t binary emotions with nothing 
in-between. 
 Do we hate (or not love) someone be-
cause they are not just like me?  
 Racial differences are just one aspect of 
the problem, for the basis of hate can be 
any kind of fear or insecurity. We acted 
out in anger and outrage, it gets danger-
ous, as when Cain slew Abel. 
 Another musical I really like is “South Pa-
cific!”  “I’m gonna wash that man right out 
of my hair…and send him on his way…” is 
a scene etched into my memory. But 

there’s another scene that brings today’s 
subject clearly into focus. Lieutenant Ca-
ble sings to, the Pacific Island girl, Liat, this 
song. The lyrics sharpen the point on to-
day’s subject.: 
“You’ve got to be taught 
To hate and fear, 
You’ve got to be taught 
From year to year, 
It’s got to be drummed 
In you dear little ear, 
You’ve got to be carefully taught. 
You’ve got to be taught to be afraid 
Of people whose eyes are oddly made, 
And people whose skin is a different shade, 
You’ve got to be taught before it’s too 
late, 
Before you are six, or seven, or eight, 
To hate all the people your relatives hate, 
You’ve got to be carefully taught, 
You’ve got to be carefully taught. 
 Those lyrics say clearly what I think needs 
to be said and learned by all, because eve-
ry life does matter. 
South Pacific opened on Broadway in 1949 
and the movie came out nine years later. 
How much have we learned in those sev-
enty plus years? 
 Jesus did his best to carefully teach His 
disciples. He knew they needed to be 
carefully taught so as to unlearn their hate 
for others, especially for the Samaritans, 
but also for anyone who was not consid-
ered one of God’s chosen people. He 
taught the Jewish leaders that the fact of 
being a descendant of one of Jacob’s 
twelve sons was not all that significant in 
God’s eyes. Their fear of such teaching led 
them to His crucifixion, the ultimate can-
cellation.  But that certainly didn’t end the 
story of His love. Was His unconditional 
love enough to cancel hate?  
 It was meant to be! As painful as it may 
be, take time to wonder and wander in 
your mind what you, by your words and 
actions, are teaching those around you? 
What impressions do you create on those 
who interact with you either professional-
ly or socially.  I pray that it is not who to 
hate and/or how to hate.  
 As followers of Jesus of Nazareth, there 
need be no one who is, to us, a hated Sa-
maritan.  
 Jesus forgives our history of hate and 
teaches us to hate no one. We can then 
remember this summer as THE SUMMER 
WE CANCELLED HATE! 

Anglican Deacon Dwight Harp. Courtesy photo. 

FAITH COLUMN: DEACON SPEAKIN’ WITH DWIGHT HARP 
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REGINAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-Due to extraordinarily high 
temperatures and dry weather, last night 
Delta-Montrose Electric Association 
(DMEA) put in effect its fire prevention 
procedures. The precautionary measures 
rely more heavily on fieldwork by opera-
tions personnel and less on the use of 
DMEA’s automated and remotely con-
trolled equipment. This special mode of 
operations greatly reduces the risk of a 
fire being started by electrical equipment 
but does come with ramifications: DMEA 
members may experience longer than 
normal power outages.  
 “Our fire precaution procedures can ex-
tend the length of power outages in some 
cases. For instance, under normal circum-
stances, we can reconnect equipment 
remotely from our office. In fire preven-
tion mode, we require our crew members 
to have eyes on the equipment before any 
attempt at restoration. This reduces our 
fire risk, but does take more time,” ex-
plained Troy Hall, DMEA Operations Man-
ager.  
 DMEA asks for member patience and, 
when necessary, cooperation. It’s espe-
cially important for members to report 
any issues or damage to DMEA immedi-
ately.  In many cases, a single phone call 
can save hours of searching by helping the 
co-op narrow its focus and pinpoint the 
cause of an outage. DMEA asks members 
who observe anything that seems out of 
the ordinary concerning power lines or 
power equipment to: 
First and foremost–stay clear of the area 
in question 
Call DMEA’s main number at 877-687-
3632 to report the situation  
 “Providing safe and reliable power to our 
members is our number one priority. But, 
outages will happen and members should 
always be prepared – weather, wildlife, 
cars hitting poles, and the like can all re-
sult in outages,” said Hall.  “We ask for our 
members’ patience and assistance as we 
reduce fire risk and hopefully get through 
this time safely.” 
 DMEA will return to normal operating 

procedures when the fire danger rating 
decreases to a safe level. DMEA reminds 
members to always report outages by 
calling 877-687-3632. Members are urged 

to report all outages and not rely on oth-
ers to call in. Email and social media are 
not reliable for reporting outages, as they 
are not continuously monitored.  

DMEA MOVES LOCAL GRID INTO FIRE PROTECTION MODE 

https://dmea.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=53fb055af7e54093ef0745df3&id=f8f64e4cb8&e=c3897c218b
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: EDUCATION 

The following students were named to 
the Honor Roll for the 2nd Semester 2020
-2021 School year at Montrose High 
School.  To be eligible for Honor Roll, stu-
dents must be enrolled in at least six clas-
ses and earn a grade point average of 3.5 
to 3.74. 
9th Grade 
Kyden Adams, Jiovanni Aguirre, Irving Al-
corta-Chavez, Cruz Almaraz-Flores, Ivana 
Arellano-Villegas, Amelia Balzarini, Joseph 
Blubaugh, Addison Bogart, Stephanie Car-
roll, Kolton Cohick, Sheldon Collin, Chiara 
Coronado-Rosales, Lesly Corrales-Lerma, 
Aria Cummings, Laura Diaz, Jonathan 
Dreitlein, Elijah Echols, Garret Edgell, Hay-
ley Eldridge, Stevie Firkins, Gaililea Garcia, 
Danyelle Gleason, Jacob Gloria, Samantha 
Go, Landon Herald-Linville, Elliott High-
land, Autumn Huchel-Sullender, Jaxon 
Kattner, Caden Kay, Bridget Kingery, Julie 
Ledesma-Suarez, Natalie Lopoez-Ramirez, 
Nyah Loyd, Brentt Lucero, Brandi Mar-
tinez, Jonas Maxwell, Cian McPhail, Gar-
rett Mitchell, Lilly Moore, Arayah Mora, 
Laticia Mora, Olivia Muzik, Violet Noel, 
Cristal Padron-Garcia, Taygan Rocco, Ilse 
Rosales, Cailey Sanchez, Chase Semones, 
Lizeth Serafin-Morales, Gabriel Silva, Alex-
andra Stambaugh, Alonzo Trujillo, Julian 
Urquizo-Munroe, Gage Wareham, Titus 
Weese, Jack White, and Alena Yarbrough 
10th Grade 
Nadia Aguilar, Kamron Alegria, Adam Arel-
lano, Cynthia Barboza, Kendyll Bernatis, 
Logan Boyers, Jacob Brooks, Altan Brown, 
America Chavez-Carrera, Giselle Cisneros, 
Jasmin Cisneros, Quincy Cooling, Yasmin 
Cornejo-Martin, Mauricio Coronado, 
Grace Davidson, Tara Duncan, Natasha 
Duncan, Jason English, Brooklynne Gur-
ney, Grace Hotsenpiller, McKenzie Howell, 
Zakary Kuretich, Donoval Matamoros-
Perea, Gail Mendoza Josiah Mora, Emily 
Raphael, Raul Rascon-Banda, Jeovanny 
Roman-Valdez, Lizbeth Sandoval-Morales, 
Claire Taylor, Jaxxon Tosi, Alicea Vigil, Jar-
ett Whitcomb, and Ingrid Zuniga 
11th Grade 
Ann Acevedo, Grace Ancell, Ailianna 
Ayers, Wesley Booher, Duncan Canfield, 

Nyobi Cramer, Hallie Fenton, Luca Field-
Licona, Abby Hauptmann, Joseph Kersen, 
Jakota Leiby, Israel Marquez, Brianna Mar-
tinez, Mia Martinez, Savanna Martinez, 
Madisen Matoush, Madalyn Morin, Isa-
bela Serrano, Makayla Shreeves, JayDee 
Skees, Madison Smith, Kaiden Tafoya, Ed-
uardo Vasquez-Suarez, and Mari Wilson 
12th Grade 
Henry Allison, Tyler Eckerman, Viridiana 
Gonzalez, Chelsey Hernandez-Bogarin, 
Sierra Maestas, Vanessa Ortega-Almanza, 
Tyler Reed, and Hannah Ryser 
The following students were named to 
the Principal’s Honor Roll for the 2nd 
Semester 2020-2021 school year at Mont-
rose High School.  To be eligible for the 
Principal’s Honor Roll, students must be 
enrolled in at least six classes, excluding 
pass/fail classes, and earn a grade point 
average of 3.75 and above.  An asterisk 
denotes all A’s. 
9th Grade 
Giada Amundson*, Jackson Barnett, 
Hunter Barton*, Austine Berry*, Parker 
Blackford*, Andie Blowers*, Kolter Booth, 
Christina Boutwell, Danika Bush, Kenzie 
Bush*, Bailey Cheezum*, Olivia Cook, 
Kendyl Cox, Ruby Crane, John Cruz*, Zan-
der DelaRosa, Lillian Dickerson*, Mia Dun-
can*, Ivan Edstrom, Vivian Encarnacion*, 
Abygayle England, Joaquin Eudave, Lan-
don Farley*, Shandra Findley*, Kenneth 
Flanders*, John Flower*, Vaughn Gann, 
Emma Gomez*, Kallie Good, Aleah Good-
win, Blake Griffin*, Brandon Grijalva-
Castro, Jadyn Hall, Kyrstyn Hall*, Seth Has-
see*, Annabelle Hawkins*, Yarisbel Her-
nandez-Serrano*, Harrison Hilderbrand, 
Cutter Hudson, Carter Hughes*, Dylan 
Jessop*, Zoey Kasamis*, Jaxon Kelley*, 
Jaxon Killen, Savannah Kolb, Joseph Kubin, 
Abigail Lambert*, Elizabeth Lee, Gabrielle 
Lewis, Madison Lucero, Norma Maldona-
do-Flores*, Logen Matoush, James Mau-
nakea*, Maryellen McCracken*, Nathan 
McWilliams, Grace Moore, Rhyan Neary*, 
Micah Nichols*, Leonor Nieves-Chavez*, 
Morgan Nutter*, Rylee Palmer, Olivia 
Palmer*, Ashlee Petranovich*, Jaela Price, 
Daisy Ramirez, Gabriel Robertson*, Rachel 

Robuck*, Amy Scriffiny, Victoria Serna-
Uscanga, Breyana Shipley*, Kathryn Sto-
ry*, Kaden Tanner, McKenzie Taylor, Jeri-
cho Tosi, Natalie Trask*, Ellie Trenda, Tahl-
ia Trevino*, Kyle Ullmann*, Christopher 
Vargas-Gomez*, Eleanor Waldon*, Colton 
Ward*, Aubrielle Weaver*, Sean Welsh*, 
Tiffany Wu*, and Melaina Yender* 
10th Grade 
Samantha Beer, Connor Bell*, Ciana Bel-
ler*, Tatum Berry*, Aiden Bugarin*, Gadiel 
Castillo*, Sydnee Coldiron, Kiersten Con-
rad, Vane Couturier*, Caitlyn Dillon*, Da-
vid Dominguez*, Kate Donohoe*, Adia 
Eberling*, Logan Files*, Sheldon Frasier*, 
Luis Gonzalez, Yesenia Gonzalez*, Jonas 
Graff*, Tyler Graves*, Olivia Guseman*, 
Jennifer Gutierrez-Camacho, Kenadee 
Hadlock, Alise Hardie, Natalie Hernandez*, 
Bridget Hernandez, Trinity Huff, Clair 
Hunt*, Sarah Imus*, Jesus Jimenez, An-
drew Jutten*, Riley Kettell*, Gwendolyn 
Kingery, Naomi Lee, Leonel Lopez, Mekhi 
Mangrum*, Rocco Manuel*, Selene 
Marquez, Damaris Mendes, Lucero Mire-
les-Rodales, Isabella Montonati, Faith 
Moore, Lucas Motley*, Alyssa Oman*, 
Kelsey Parra*, Cole Patterson*, Alexander 
Radovich*, Edwin Ramos*, Yaphet Reyes-
Powell, Carolina Rubalcaba, Tyson Saun-
ders*, Tashi Sherpa*, Benjamin Silverberg, 
Joseph Simo*, Aaron Simpson*, Micah 
Simpson*, Brianna Stone*, Abigail Tracey, 
Maria VanArsdale, Dallas Willshire*, Lena 
Wilson, and Colten Withee 
Principal’s Honor Roll Continued: 
11th Grade 
Charlie Andrade-Saenz, Caitlin Bailey, 
Tessa Bailey, Kate Barnett*, Liam Ber-
ryhill*, Julia Beshoar*, Brooks Blackford*, 
Trystan Blundell, Taneya Booth, Ashly 
Brown, Danielle Brueggeman, Leo Bur-
ton*, Alayna Bustin*, Alexia Chavez, James 
Cheezum*, Paige Coddington, Paige Col-
lins, Josephine Coulter, Grace Cross, Titus 
Diaz-Ruiz*, Lara Edeker, Matteson Em-
brey, Ashley Erdmier, Aiyanna Fabian, 
Taylor Foster*, Bode Greiner, William 
Griffin, Lillian Hamilton*, Jacob Hanson, 
Sarah Hartman*, Joan Heredia, Noel 
Huchel-Sullender, Collin Huffer*, Aiden 
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Hutto*, Morgan Johnson*, Jacob Kettell, 
Jaedyn Key*, Shon LaBarr*, Zephaniah 
Luchavez, Rachel Maddox*, Abigail Mar-
tin, Cullen Masterson, Dane McCoid, Amy 
McCracken*, Valerie Merritt*, Siera Miha-
vetz*, Gabriel Miller*, Yovanna Montoya-
Briseno, Nathaniel Murphy*, Megan 
Neubaum*, Kail Nichols, Josiah Nichols, 
Michael Nikolaev, Ashley Ortega, Sarah 
Packard*, Michelle Padilla, Benjamin Per-
fors, Jake Peterson, Samantha Phillips, 
Savannah Piquette, Melissa Portillo-

Hernandez, Samuel Preston*, William 
Ramsay, Alexis Ray, Ethan Robertson, Siya 
Salunke, Logan Semones, Elijah Tafoya*, 
Jacob Thompson, Maiah Thompson, Jon-
nie Trujillo-Johnston, Brendan Ullmann,, 
Carissa Walker*, Corbin Whittington, Eric 
Williams*, Bridger Wilson, and Taylor Ya-
nosky*,12th Grade 
Emily Arndt*, Bailey Beard, Brianna Bond, 
Zachary Cagle*, Aliczander Cheairs*, Jor-
dan Copeland, Hector Diaz-Segura, Veroni-
ca Games-Jaquez*, Keagan Goodwin*, 

Jadyn Gorham*, Natalia Graham, Jacob 
Green, Josephine Gross*, Sharfa Hossain, 
Jackson Imus*, Lizbeth Jaime-Mayorga*, 
Jordan Jennings, Jonah Johnson, Tobin 
Lanford, Payton Lee-Parker, Josiah Lopez, 
Jadonn Mangrum, Nels Motley, Caitlin 
Ogoe*, Zachary Oldroyd*, Mahlia Perez*, 
Abigail Phillips*, Hailey Sella*, Joshua 
Simpson, Denise Terrazas-Corona*, Kate-
lynn Thompson*, Justine Valdez*, Alyssa 
VanVleet, Alexander Wheeler, and Gabriel 
Wigington. 

MHS 2ND SEMESTER HONOR ROLL From previous pg 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE: South-
ern Baptist 
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO 
81403 
Office hours: Varies 
Contact information: 
phone number: 970-275-7026 
email ad-
dress:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com 
website: 
www.summitchurchmontrose.org 

Name of current Senior Pastor: John De-
Sario 
Worship service times: 9 AM for Sunday 
Worship, Monday Night Bible Study 6:30-
8pm 
Summit Church Montrose preaches the 
Word of God, reaches the lost with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and equips Chris-
tians to serve the Lord.  
 Summit Church is a group of diverse peo-
ple, (widows, retired couples, families with 

adult children, families with young and 
school aged children, and recent high 
school and college graduates).  
 Our services are in English, but many in 
our congregation also speak Spanish, as 
we partner with Verdad Y Vida (a Spanish 
congregation meeting in the same build-
ing). 
 We have a children’s area we call “Base 
Camp” for children ages birth to Kinder-
garten during the Sunday Service.  

Church Directory 
Mirror Editorial Staff 
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory.  
 If your congregation or fellowship would 
like to be included in the directory, please 
supply the following information to the 

Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 
Denomination affiliation  
Address 
Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Please give a one or two sentence descrip-
tion of your current church demographics 
(predominately family, youth, seniors, 
singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 

mailto:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com
http://www.summitchurchmontrose.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Thursday, June 17 was the 
Montrose Area Bicycle Alliance (MABA)’s 
June Bike to Work Day.   
 MABA Board Member Jeff Rice notes, 
“We had a record turnout of 61 bikers 
who stopped by San Juan Brews for a free 
coffee (donated by San Juan Brews) and a 
free breakfast burrito (provided by Mont-
rose DART).  A lot of the riders were par-
ticipants of our Bucks for Biking program 
going on this month and it was great to 

see them.   
 “Around 10 participants said they actually 
hadn't biked to work prior to the Bucks for 
Biking program.  It is great to hear that the 
program has provided enough inspiration 
for some Montrose citizens to start biking 
to work.”  
 Interestingly, there are more women bik-
ers than men, Rice said.  
 “When talking to the public it is often 
women who have more questions about 
what to do regarding their hair or attire or 

sweating.  It is so great that these women 
have found a way that works for them in 
order to bike to work.”  
 Here are some photos from the event 
along with some numbers from the pro-
gram at the halfway point  on pg 39. 
 “The numbers of cars off the streets is 
incredible along with the miles biked so 
far,” Rice said.    
 “Our numbers are still going really well 
even as temperatures are hitting triple 
digits.”  

RECORD TURNOUT @ JUNE 17 MADA BIKE TO WORK DAY 

MABA Bike to Work Day was held June 17. Courtesy photo. 

A display of numbers from MABA’s Bucks for 
Biking program, Courtesy photo. 
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SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 

ONGOING- 
NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will be held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the PIC Place 5:30-7pm. Please call 
Kathy at 520-282-9060 for more information. 
MONTROSE FARMERS’ MARKET is a gathering of vendors selling local fruit, vegetables, meat, crafts, and more.  Date 
and time: Alternate Saturdays from 10 am-1 pm—every other weekend starting Jan. 9th 2021  
Location: Montrose Centennial Plaza and Centennial Meeting Room, 15-99 S Uncompahgre Ave, Montrose, CO 81401  
Cost: Free to attend. Curbside service is still available in the winter season! 
COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY-Registration now open for Sept 2021 - Apr 2022 COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, an internation-
al nondenominational Bible study. Studying Revelation Sep 2021-Jan 2022 and Christian Living (1,2,3 John, Jude & Phi-
lemon) Feb-Apr 2022. In person for women and children of all ages on Wednesday mornings 9-11. Virtual/Zoom for 
women Thursday evenings 6-7:15. Contact 720-635-0091 to register of for more information. Or come to our first 
meeting Wed., Sep. 8, at the First Presbyterian Church, 1840 E. Niagara St., Montrose, at 9AM. 
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd 
Tuesday of the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn conference room at Noon. 
MONTHLY 
June 4-July 2-Montrose Center for the Arts (MCA) will present its Second Annual Square Deal Show and Auction all 
through June.  The show opening and reception will be Friday, June 4 from 5 – 7 at MCA located at 11 S. Park in Mont-
rose.  Bidding will be open until the end of our July First Friday event on July 2.   Please call MCA at (970) 787-9428 for 
details or questions. 
June 5-July 2-Spectrum, an exhibition of art from photography to painting will be hosted by the Wright Opera House 
and the Ouray County Arts Association from Saturday, June 5 to July 2nd. An Opening Reception will be held at the 
Wright’s Tavern, 472 Main Street, Ouray, on Saturday, June 5 from 4-6pm.  Admission is free and refreshments will be 
available.  Current Covid protocols will be followed.  Closing reception, June 30, 4-6pm.  
June 22-Join us for a summertime frame of mind! Volunteers of America National Services Positive Aging Expo, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Homestead at Montrose (1819 Pavilion Drive) back lawn.  
June 26-27-The Montrose Amateur Radio Club will participate in the nationwide Field Day, sponsored by the American 
Amateur Relay League, on Saturday and Sunday, June 26 and 27, 2021 on Sunset Mesa.   To reach Field Day drive west 
on West Main Street, turn left on Chipeta Drive and then turn left again onto Sunset Mesa.  Climb the hill and look for 
the antennas on the north end of the Mesa.  For hams visiting the site the talk-in frequency is the Cedaredge Repeater 
of 147.195+, tone:  107.  For more information contact Lew French at 970-417-6142 , visit  http://www.arrl.org/field-
day, or visit the Montrose Amateur Radio on Facebook. 
June 26--Former Delta resident Justin Charles Stauffer is releasing his first novel, and will be in town for a book launch 
event. Stauffer will be at Doghouse Espresso, 449 Main Street in Delta, from 10 am – 1 pm on Saturday, June 26, for the 
book launch and signing. Books are $27.95. Please stop by to reconnect with Stauffer and his family, and pick up a copy 
of the book. 
June 26-One of the more prolific thirty-something songwriters working in the Folk/Americana genre today, John Statz 
has released nine studio albums and performed all over North America and Europe over the course of his 15-year ca-
reer. Statz will perform at Healthy Rhythm Art Gallery on June 26; the show starts at 7:30 (doors at 7) and tickets can 
be had here: https://healthyrhythmartgallery.bigcartel.com/product/hrms-presents-john-statz-a-night-of-folk-
americana-music.   
June 27--On Sunday, June 27 the Montrose Community Band is happy to present their annual Free Patriot Concert. Lo-
cation: Montrose Pavilion, 3 – 5 p.m. Come and enjoy your favorite marches and a refreshing dose of Americana. 
July 1-MABA Cruiser Ride. We will meet at Rotary Park at 6:30p for participants to socialize and enjoy their BYOB.  The 
theme for that ride is Freedom Ride and hopefully riders can get their Red, White, and Blue out.  Wigs, silly outfits, and 
decorated bikes are always welcomed.  
Aug. 28-The Montrose High School Class of 1976 will be holding a 45th class reunion on Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021. Festiv-
ities will start at 2pm in the Backyard of the Montrose Elks Lodge, 801 S. Hillcrest Dr. Dinner will be at 5pm by Serving 
Grace-Catering. Dinner reservations will be $25  per person. We invite members of other MHS classes, former facility 
and staff members to join us. Contact LeAnna Edmonson Spadafora 970-209-3374 or Tracy Allies Harrison 970-249-
1418 or check out our FB page "76" for more information. 
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MIRROR IMAGES...OUT & ABOUT! 

After annual training operations in the dirt 
and mud, the military brought its vehicles to 
The Wash on N. Townsend to wash off all the 
dirt and mud.   

Photos by Paul Arbogast 
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